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EU-CONSENT in one minute

EU-CONSENT is a network of excellence for joint re-
search and teaching which stretches across Europe. 

EU-CONSENT addresses questions related to 
the mutually reinforcing effects of EU deepe-
ning and widening by analysing the integra-
tion process to date and developing visions and 
scenarios for the future of the European Union. 
The thematic focal points of the network are 
organised in four thematic work packages:

Theories and Sets of expectations (respon-
sible: B. Laffan/ W. Wessels)
Institutions and Political Actors (respon-  
sible:  E. Best/T. Christiansen)
Democracy, Legitimacy and Identities (re-
sponsible: M. Karasinska-Fendler)
Economic and Social Policies for an Expan  
ding Europe (responsible: I. Begg)
Political and Security Aspects of the EU’s   
External Relations (responsible: G. Bonvicini)

The institutional partners of the network encom-
pass approximately 200 researchers and 80 young 
researchers from 23 EU member states and three 
candidate countries. The project started working 
in June 2005 and is scheduled until May 2009. EU-
CONSENT is financed by the European Commis-
sion under Framework Programme 6.

Core principles of EU-CONSENT are: 
openness and transparency of the network; 
full integration of young researchers;
respect for gender equality; and
concern for sustainability. 
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Work within the project comprises: 

integrating activities such as regular conferen-
ces and workshops on team, work package and 
plenary level;
shared research activities, including the publi-
cation of papers, articles and edited volumes; 
teaching activities in the form of conventional 
and virtual study units on EU deepening and 
widening;  
dissemination activities such as public lectu-
res by leading academics and practitioners of 
EU politics (EU-CONSENT lectures), discus-
sions and joint publications. 

The results of these activities will be incorporated in 
the following special EU-CONSENT products:

EU-25 Watch, a critical analysis of national de-
bates on EU matters in all 25 member states as 
well as four candidate countries, based on bian-
nual questionnaires (responsible: B. Lippert);
WEB-CONSENT, the project’s web site 
at www.eu-consent.net, containing all re-
levant information and up-to-date an-
nouncements (responsible: M. Cricorian);
the EDEIOS Online School, presenting a 
core curriculum of conventional and virtual 
study units on EU deepening and widening 
(postgraduate level) (responsible: A. Faber); 
a PhD Centre of Excellence, including in-
tegrating activities for young researchers 
such as six PhD schools on the thematic focal 
points of the project (responsible: A. Agh); 
an e-Library, containing resources and papers 
available online as well as  regularly updated li-
terature lists for all thematic focal points of the 
project (responsible: W. Wessels/ M. Cricorian). 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Main objectives of EU-CONSENT

1. Development of a comprehensive, sustainable 
and open network for research and teaching on the 
interrelationship of EU deepening and widening
In order to contribute to the construction of a Eu-
ropean Research Area, the project pools research 
communities from four major disciplines (history, 
political science, economics and law), including 
individual experts, universities, research insti-
tutes and networks of long-standing excellence 
in the field of EU deepening and widening. This 
network will progressively integrate new research 
communities during the lifetime of the project, 
leading to a trans-European ‘network of networks’. 

2. Exploring contrasting sets of expectations for 
the future of European integration 
EU-CONSENT focuses on the selection, definition 
and presentation of scenarios and strategies for the 
EU’s future in the four main thematic areas indica-
ted above. These scenarios and strategies will form 
a set of expectations for the future of the EU. 
Four possible directions for the future develop-
ment of the EU have been identified as common 
starting points for research: 

the status quo, with no or only very   
limited institutional, political and constitutio-
nal change; 
spillover, leading to an enlarged and/or deepe-
ned EU; 
spill-back, resulting in a smaller and/or less 
integrated EU (e.g. a European Free Trade 
Area); 
a reinvented Union, with all member  states 
becoming ‘new’ members of the EU-25/EU-27, 
resulting in new and differentiated forms of 
common problem solving. 
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