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Welcome to the EU-CONSENT News! This is where you will find news on activities and results 
related to the project EU-CONSENT. Wider Europe – Deeper Integration? ‘Constructing Europe’ – 
Network.  
 

 

More Relevant than Ever: Studies and Analyses of the “Construction” of Europe 

After two failed referenda on the EU’s Constitutional Treaty and the dispute over the budget of 
2007-2013, the European Union is going through a crisis. The Union’s future has once more 
turned into a wide and open field of greatly differing possible scenarios and sets of expectations. 
The basic assumption of the EU-CONSENT project has been confirmed – the EU is at a stage of 
reinventing itself and the outcome of this process is not to be safely predicted. 

The EU-CONSENT project, which timely started on 1 June 2005 and will last for four years, sets 
out to analyse the issue of European integration without any preconceived ideas on the outcome 
of the process. Innovative theoretical ideas and rich substantive fields of research will be pursued 
all over Europe by a large number of young and established researchers in an exciting project 
centring on the most crucial issue of today.  

 

EU-CONSENT in One Minute 

The EU-CONSENT is a network of excellence for joint research and teaching. It involves 48 insti-
tutional partners, including 25 universities as well as approximately 200 researchers and 80 
young researchers from 22 EU member states and three candidate countries. The project is fi-
nanced by the EU Commission, under Framework 6. 

The EU-CONSENT will address questions of the mu-
tual reinforcing effects of deepening and widening by 
developing and working with three sets of expectations 
for analysing the past and developing an innovative 
framework for the future integration beyond Western 
Europe. Within such a conceptual framework 25 teams  

 

EU-CONSENT News is a newsletter for everyone who is not member of the EU-CONSENT 
project but who is interested in European integration and the future of Europe.  

Please feel free to contact any member of the EU-CONSENT for further information on the 
different work packages of this project! 

EU-CONSENT News will be published monthly. The website EU WEB-CONSENT will be 
online in late November.  

 

EU-CONSENT News is distributed by the 
Swedish Institute of International Affairs.  

Gunilla Herolf, Leader of Work Package XII 
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will test lessons from the past in view of their academic and political validity for discussing vi-
sions and scenarios for the future. 

The common framework will include integrating activities (common conferences and workshops, 
activities in plena and in teams), common research (EU-25 Watch and WEB-CONSENT), teaching 
activities (traditional courses , virtual study units on EU deepening and widening, as well as a 
PhD Centre of Excellence and internships for young researchers) and dissemination activities 
(public events and common publications). The results of the integrating activities will also flow  
into common databases such as the E-Library, a multilingual glossary on EU deepening and wid-
ening, bibliographies and core curricula, which will all be made available on the WEB-
CONSENT. It will also offer yardsticks for observing the progress made by the whole project.  

The open character of the network, which aims at being a “network of networks”, together with a 
full integration of young researchers into the network, respect of gender equality and concern for 
sustainability, are the core principles of EU-CONSENT. Its management will be based upon a 
consolidated structure, following a decentralized approach. As an academic and policy-oriented 
network EU-CONSENT will be closely linked to political and administrative decision-makers on 
EU and national level as well as to civil society. 

The activities of EU - CONSENT are organised in thematic or functional / horizontal work pack-
ages as illustrated in the chart below. 

COORDINATOR
University of Cologne - W. Wessels WP XIII

PROJECT MANAGER
J.  Fleschenberg

EXECUTIVE BOARD
M. Karasinska-Fendler, G. Bonvicini, W. Wessels

STEERING GROUP
WP leaders

WEBMASTER
IAI

WP I –
COMMUNICATION
M. Karasinska-Fendler

G. Bonvicini, 
W. Wessels 

WP II  / WP III –
Analytical and normative approaches 

& sets of expectations
B. Laffan / W. Wessels

WP IV –
INSTITUTIONS

E. Best 

WP V–
DEMOCRATIC LIFE
M. Karasinska-Fendler,

WP VI –
ECONOMIC &

SOCIAL POLICIES
I. Begg 

WP VII –
EXTERNAL 
RELATIONS
G. Bonvicini,

A. Vasconcelos

WP VIII –
EU- 25 WATCH

B. Lippert

WP IX –
WEB-CONSENT

E. Greco

WP X –
TEACHING
W. Wessels

WP XI –
PhD CENTRE

A. Agh

WP XII –
DISSEMINATION

G. Herolf

WP XIV –
EVALUATION 

L. Rovna & G. Herolf

INTERNAL EVALUATORS:

EXTERNAL EVALUATORS:

W. Wessels 
B. Laffan

W. Loth

A. Von Bogdandy / L. Rovna

E. Best,
T. Christiansen 

J. Peterson 

B. Donnelly,
A. Maurer 

S. Piattoni

M. Karasinska-Fendler 

H. Klingemann 

P. Ehin 

P. Roter 

C. Hill  

P. Luif

A. Vasconcelos 

E. Greco 

D. Hanf,
J. Pelkmans 

I. Begg 

K. Dyson,

K. Dezseri,
F. Heinemann 

J. Mortensen

J. Le Cacheux 

D. Gros 

L. Tsoukalis

A. Agh/ K. Goetz 

ORGANISATION CHART

C. Lequesne 
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 Current Activities 

Look out here for news of the ongoing activities of each work package! As the activities build up 
this will become the major part of the EU-CONSENT News.  

 

Work Package IV—Institutions  and Political Actors: New Forms of Governance? 

The first meeting of Work Package IV will be held on 4 October at the European Institute of Pub-
lic Administration (EIPA) in Maastricht. It will bring together the WP leader, Edward Best (EIPA) 
and Thomas Christiansen (EIPA), co-team leaders for the set of themes related to interaction be-
tween the European institutions and national governments; John Peterson (University of Edin-
burgh), leading the work on the Commission and the European Civil Service; Brendan Donnelly 
(Federal Trust, London) and Andreas Maurer (Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, Berlin), who 
jointly lead the team on the European Parliament and European Politics; and Simona Piattoni 
(University of Trento), who will coordinate work on the mechanisms for institutionalised partici-
pation of European civil society and the sub-state level of government. Wolfgang Wessels and 
Anne Faber (University of Cologne) will also be present, since one of the main aims of the  meet-
ing is to develop the basic analytical framework for the Work Package within the overall frame-
work of EU-CONSENT.  

 

Work Package VIII—EU-25 Watch 

The EU-25 Watch presents insights into national debates on the deepening and widening of the 
EU and on basic trends in European integration. It covers the EU countries as well as several can-
didate states. Dr Barbara Lippert of the Institut für Europäische Politik (IEP) in Berlin is the 
leader of this work package and collects the contributions from researchers dealing with this 
area. The EU-25 Watch gives unique possibilities to compare the positions on particular issues 
across Europe, not only in terms of government policy but also within political circles and among 
the wider public. Questionnaires (see below) were sent out in July posing a number of identical 
questions to those responsible for the analysis of each country. The edited report will be available 
on line at the website of EU-CONSENT, the WEB-CONSENT in early January 2006. It will also be 
available on the websites of the institutes participating in EU-CONSENT.   

 

Questionnaire EU-25 Watch, No. 2, online January 2006 

 

All questions refer to the position/assessment of your country’s government, opposition, political parties, civil society organizations, 
pressure groups, press/media, and public opinion. 

1. What are the interpretations of and reactions to the constitutional crisis of the EU? Which lessons and 
strategies for a way out of the crisis are discussed in your country? Please refer to: 
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•nature of the current crisis (e.g.) 

deep going crisis beyond historic precedence 

wake up call 

clash of basic concepts of European integration 

etc. 

•priority reasons for the problems and failures of ratification (e.g.) 

domestic politics and constellations 

social and economic reasons 

issues related to the EU in general  

issues related to the constitutional treaty in particular  

lack of political leadership  

lack of communication with wider public 

•state of ratification in your country 

•attitude of public opinion since spring 05 (i.e. after recent referenda in France, the Netherlands 
and Luxembourg) 

•ways out of the crisis throughout and after the “period of reflection” (e.g.) 

abandon constitution – trim down constitution and select some  provisions – save entire 
constitution 

new IGC (if so which agenda and when?) 

new convention (if so in which composition?) 

elements of national and EU communication strategy for Union citizens on European inte-
gration 

•innovations and provisions of the constitution that should/ could be  implemented (by degree 
probably). Please indicate if treaty change and ratification would be needed and refer for ex-
ample to:  

institutional aspects: president of the European Council, Foreign minister of the EU, Euro-
pean External Service; involvement of national parliaments 

decision making etc.: double majority, extension of qualified majority voting, Union citizens’ 
initiative 

charter of fundamental rights 

justice and home affairs (including terrorism) 

any other 

•coverage and treatment of the constitutional crisis in academic circles and publications 
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2. On the future of EU Enlargement: 

•impact of the constitutional crisis on further enlargement as seen in your country: 

cases of Turkey, Croatia, Bulgaria, Romania 

limits of enlargement 

alternatives to enlargement (e.g. neighbourhood policy / “privileged partnership”)  

development of public opinion 

•first experiences with implementation of transition periods (e.g. free movement of labour) and 
other aspects of the accession in 2004   

 

3. Which future for the financial framework 2007/13 ? Please refer to: 

•basis for further negotiations (e.g.): 

old Commission proposal or latest Luxembourg presidency proposal 

new Commission proposal redirecting funds - away from CAP towards other (which?) areas 

•Which are the priorities and red lines in the negotiation strategy of your government?  

•How is the political debate on the financial framework structured within your country? Is the de-
bate politicised among parties, public and media, or is there consensus and support for the 
government? What are the key figures and arguments usually presented to the public? 

 

4. How are initiatives for a revitalisation of the Lisbon Agenda received and which actions taken in your coun-
try? Please refer to: 

•future of the services directive and working time directive 

•national reform activities, e.g. on 

labour market reform 

investment in Research and Development etc. 

employment and growth strategy 

financial services, internal market, enterprise 

•the future of the stability pact 

 

5. On the EU’ s role in the world: CFSP/ESDP. Please refer to:     

•upcoming security challenges, including the fight against terrorism, for the EU (ESDP/JHA) 

•further development of European Security Strategy 

•the way ahead for CFSP/ESDP on the basis of the Nice treaty – in particular as far as the Euro-
pean External Service, “Solana plus”/Foreign minister of the Union and the European Defence 
Agency are concerned 

•how to proceed with the Iran problem and under which leadership (EU-3 or other formats prefer-
able)? 
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6. Upcoming issues and events in your country 

•What are major political events that will impact on EU-policy / policy making in your country (such as 
upcoming elections etc.)?  

•Which are the four or five priority issues that emerge on the national policy agenda? 

 

7. Priorities and perspectives of the EU 2005-2009 (“lifetime of Consent”) 

•constitutionalisation/institutional reform 

•policies (which?) – to cope with globalisation 

•‘delocalisation’ as a high salience issue 

•reinventing the European social model – what does it mean, what direction? 

•strengthen EU as international actor 

 

Work Package XI—PhD Centre of Excellence 

The doctoral school (summer and winter) is an integral part of the CONSENT network of excel-
lence. It is designed to provide transnational training for doctoral students and to create lasting 
networks of young researchers. Six doctoral schools will be held during the life of the project in 
CONSENT partner institutions. The schools enable us to link the horizontal and vertical work 
packages with the mobility and training of young doctoral students. The steering committee took 
a decision to have PhD schools on the following themes: 

•EU institutions and institutionalisation 

•Democracy and Legitimacy 

•Economic and Social Policies 

•Political and Security Aspects of the New Europe 

•Constructing Europe 

Each school will have the following elements (1) theoretical approaches, (2) student papers and 
(3) training. The first element should take one and a half days of the workshop and involve pres-
entations by senior  academics on relevant theoretical approaches. Ideally, it should include 
broad social science (new institutionalism, constructivism for example) theories in addition to in-
tegration theories. The second element of the school involves paper presentations by each doc-
toral student, responded to by a senior academic or one of the other PhD students. This will assist 
doctoral students in presenting and defending their arguments and provide them with input 
from scholars beyond their home university. The third element, a training element, should focus 
on different methodological approaches. Even if the doctoral candidates do not work with these 
methodologies, it is important that they are exposed to the variety of approaches that are de-
ployed in the social sciences. This element should take half a day which would allow for two 
presentations. 
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The first Steering Group meeting decided that six summer schools will be held on six topics, to be 
decided by A. Agh. Further the venues suggested for the PhD schools are : Dublin (two), Maas-
tricht or other (first summer school in Aug. 2006, organised by E. Best in co-operation A. Agh and 
the University of Bratislava—Sylvia Mihalikova), Poland (2007/08), Portugal (security policy). 

 

Further Information 

For further information on the EU-CONSENT project please visit the temporary website  

http://www.comos.org/EU-CONSENT/Index.htm . The final website will be up and running by 
late November.  

 

 

 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please contact jenny.wahren@ui.se 


