
Welcome to the EU-CONSENT News! 
This is where you will find news on activities and results related 
to the project EU-CONSENT. Wider Europe, Deeper Integration? 
Constructing Europe Network. 

The EU-CONSENT is supported by the Sixth Framework Programme of the European Commission
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EU-CONSENT News is a newsletter for everyone 
who is not member of the EU-CONSENT project 
but who is interested in European integration and 
the future of Europe.
Please feel free to contact any member of the EU-
CONSENT for further information on the different 
work packages of this project!
EU-CONSENT News is published monthly by the 
Swedish Institue of International Affairs. For more 
information please see www.eu-consent.net

Editor’s Column
Dear Friends,

As the summer has finally lost the battle against 
autumn, at least up north, major changes are taking 
place around us. The recent Commission Report 
endorsing the accession of Romania and Bulgaria 
into the EU on January 1 2007 gave both hope and 
hurdles to the further process. The simultaneous 
statement that the EU must resolve its institutional 
impasse before expanding further added to the chal-
lenge of the Union to answer to its own and other’s 
expectations. For EU-CONSENT the particular pro-
blems of the EU are right at the heart of what we are 
dealing with.

Through the hard work of work package X the first 
set of virtual and conventional teaching units will be 
available online from Friday, September 29 onwards 
at the website. 

This issue will also inform you about two upcoming 
and interesting workshops. The WP VI workshop 
“The Open Method of Coordination and the 
Commission’s Approach to Social Policy Issues” 
takes place in Brussels on October 27.  The WP II/
III conference “Overcoming the EU Crisis: EU 
Perspectives after the Eastern Enlargement” takes 
place in Budapest on October 26-28. 

As always the external EU-CONSENT News con-
tains presentations of partner institutes. Learn more 

about the partners at Centre of International Stu-
dies at the University of Cambridge and at the 
TEPSA Secretariat in Brussels!

There is also news from Stockholm. Kristin Ljung-
kvist has left the EU-CONSENT project to fill a po-
sition at another department of the SIIA. Back in the 
EU-CONSENT project again you’ll find Jenny Wah-
ren who returns as Information Manager in WP XII.  

Best wishes from Stockholm 
Gunilla and Jenny
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Presenting Ourselves

Partner no. 25 – Centre of International 
Studies, University of Cambridge

The Centre of International Studies (CIS) at 
Cambridge is a leading institution in both research 
and teaching. In addition to over 150 graduate 
students from around the world, it has over 80 
PhD students, who work with Centre members and 
others on a wide range of subjects, many of them 
interdisciplinary. The Centre’s (post)graduate body, 
organised in the Cambridge International Studies 
Association, is actively engaged in the wider 
discipline, for example through the Cambridge 
Review of International Affairs (CRIA).

In its role as adviser to Government departments, 
corporates, non-governmental organisations and the 
media, the CIS maintains programmes and projects 
that directly support these organisations in policy-
making, or in the taking of decisions at critical 
moments, such as through the Carnegie-Cambridge 
project on the settlements of self-determination 
disputes. Another project has placed the Centre at the 
heart of international attempts to restore international 
confidence in international legal standards governing 
the use of force. The CIS is also very active in 
relation to issues concerning international security, 
engaging governments, think tanks and others in 
critical debate on the new security challenges that 
have emerged over the past years, and anticipating 
future challenges. The transatlantic programme 
of the Centre adds an additional dimension to this 
debate.

The European Studies staff, who also run 
Cambridge’s Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence, are 
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Website News

October Meetings

SEPTEMBER SCARE
...hit the EU-CONSENT as we got an uninvited vi-
sitor in the shape of a hacker. Thanks to enormous 
work of Maritza Cricorian and others, the website  
was up and running again in only a few days.

***

CFSP Forum no. 5 (September 2006) is out now!
See the website (www.eu-consent.net) for the fol-
lowing articles:
Strategy against WMD Proliferation
EU Police Efforts in Macedonia
EU BAM Rafah
EU and Afghanistan

***

Don’t miss!
CONSENT FOR EUROPE 
PHD ONLINE JOURNAL 
VOL.1 
The first issue includes:
I. Editor’s Column
II. General information on the upcoming school
III. Summary of the papers presented in Budapest
VI. Abstracts of papers presented at the Budapest          
PhD school
V. Award-winner papers in the year of 2005-2006

Find it at www.eu-consent.net

”The Open Method of Coordination and the 
Commissions’s Approach to Social Policy Issues”
Brussels, October 27

”Overcoming the EU Crisis: EU Perspectives after 
the Eastern Enlargement”
Budapest, October 26-28

For more information see www.eu-consent.net
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involved in a range of academic networks across the 
EU and are responsible for projects on European 
foreign policy, including the heading of Team 22 
‘Foreign Policy: the Role of the EU in the World’ 
within Work Package VII. The aim of Team 22 is 
to generate collective research activity on the place 
of the EU in the international system in its various 
dimensions – economic, political and military, and 
in the short, medium and long time-frames. 

We shall analyse the various possible scenarios for the 
development of the EU’s role, and identify the most 
viable policy options. At the present stage, research 
efforts focus on foreign policy and representation and 
include four areas of enquiry. First, we examine the 
pressures for a common European system of external 
representation, including an External Action Service. 
Second, we study the multiplicity of spokespersons 
and agents of EU foreign policy, and in particular 
the role of the High Representative for the CFSP. 
Third, research is conducted on the issue of legal 
personality for the EU and the consequences of a 
change in that direction. Finally, we ask what all of 
this means for national positions and to what extent 
national foreign policy concerns are converging into 
integrated EU foreign policy positions.

A continuing aspect of our work is the ‘Milestones’ 
project, the creation of a data-base and chronology 
of the major developments in the CFSP. This data-
base is to map key changes and developments, in 
particular of all ESDP actions which have occurred 
since the policy’s origins in 1999. 
We will be organising a conference of EU foreign 
policy experts, both those associated with FORNET 
and members of the wider CONSENT network, 
as well as practitioners. This will take place in 
Cambridge from 26 – 28 April 2007 and will be 
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focused on the theme of the EU’s international 
identity.

Centre of International Studies
University of Cambridge
First Floor, 17 Mill Lane
Cambridge CB2 1RX
www.intstudies.cam.ac.uk

Professor Christopher Hill
Team leader

Christopher Hill is Sir 
Patrick Sheehy Professor 
of International Relations, 
and Director of the Centre 
of International Studies, 
University of Cambridge. 
From 1974-2004 he taught 
in the Department of 

International Relations at the London School of 
Economics and Political Science, where he was the 
Montague Burton Professor. 

He has published widely in the areas of foreign policy 
analysis and general international relations, his most 
recent books being The Changing Politics of Foreign 
Policy (Palgrave, 2003), and The European Union in 
International Relations (edited with Michael Smith, 
2005). He is a past Chair of the British International 
Studies Association, and was an elected member of 
the Chatham House Council from 1998-2004.

He was Coordinator of FORNET, a foreign policy 
research network involving 25 European partners, 
under the auspices of the European Commission’s 
Framework Programme V. FORNET lives on through 
Team 22 in CONSENT, and in particular through the 
CFSP FORUM, edited by Dr. Karen Smith of LSE.
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Dr. Geoffrey Edwards
Senior Researcher

Geoffrey Edwards is Jean 
Monnet EU Professor of 
European Studies. He is 
a Fellow of Pembroke 
College, Cambridge, and 
has held research posts at the 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office and a number of other 

institutions including the Federal Trust and Chatham 
House. He specialises in the European Union, its 
institutions and external policies. 

His publications include The Politics of European 
Treaty Reform (co-edited with Alfred Pijpers), 
Cassell, 1997, and The European Commission 
(co-edited with David Spence, Cartermill, 1997. 
Since 1998 he has been co-editor of The European 
Annual Review of Activities for the Journal of 
Common Market Studies, and he co-authored with 
Paul Cornish Identifying the Development of an EU 
Strategic Culture for International Affairs, Vol 7 (3), 
2001. 

David Rijks
Research Assistant

David Rijks (MA Leiden 
University) is a PhD 
candidate at the University 
of Cambridge, Centre of 
International Studies. His 
research focuses on the 
system of EU diplomacy 
and its organisation in third 

countries in particular. David obtained his BA in 
international relations and politics cum laude from 
University College Utrecht in 2003. Prior to his doctoral 
research David has taught public administration at 
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Leiden University, and has worked as a policy adviser 
with the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs. His 
primary areas of interest are EU diplomacy, EU foreign 
and security policy, and European integration theory. 
Within EU-CONSENT, David conducts research 
on current EU external representations and trends in 
national dispositions. He also assists Professor Hill in 
the management of Team 22.

The Centre recieves many visiting 
scholars, including for this and the 
coming year Dr. Lisbeth Aggestam from 
the Swedish Institue of International 
Affairs. Lisbeth has a grant from the 
Swedish Research Council. Her main 

research interests are European foreign and security 
policy, and theories on integration.

Partner no. 21 – Trans European Policy 
Studies Association (TEPSA)
TEPSA is an independent non-profit-making 
research network established as an association 
in 1974 at the initiative of a number of European 
research institutes. The TEPSA network is composed 
of national research institutions specialised in 
European and international affairs, located in all EU 
Member States. The aim of TEPSA is to provide and 
strengthen high quality international research on 
European integration in order to stimulate discussion 
on policies and political options for Europe.
The network can provide the EU institutions with 
in-depth research and understanding of the positions 
of the Member States. Policy-makers at the national 
level may benefit from its trans-national research 
to increase their knowledge about the positions of 
other Member States at the European level.
TEPSA has a permanent secretariat in Brussels which 
is responsible for administration and coordination 
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within the TEPSA network. The secretariat 
organises conferences and has access to facilities for 
holding conferences and meetings. Being situated in 
Brussels provides the members with an easy access 
to European political actors and institutions.
The aim of TEPSA is to study European public policy 
in the interests of the European public / citizens. 

Within the EU-CONSENT project, 21 TEPSA 
members participate in the different workpackages.

Website: http://www.tepsa.be

Address: 
General Secretariat
Rue d’Egmont, 11
1000 Brussels
+32-2-511 34 70

Prof. Dr. Christian Franck
Secretary General

Prof. Dr. Christian Franck 
is doctor in political 
science and economist. 
He is professor at the 
Universities of Louvain-
la-Neuve and Namur and 
is Secretary General of 
TEPSA. He is visiting 
professor at a number of 
European universities. 

He is specialised in the Union’s external policy, 
including the whole range of issues from military to 
civilian aspects such as conflict prevention. 

His research studies and publications focus mainly on 
EU institutions, EU external policy and the Belgian 
foreign policy. He makes yearly contributions on 
Belgian domestic politics and foreign affairs to: 
the Jahrbuch der Europäischen Integration and 
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to: La Documentation Française (Pays d’Europe 
Occidentale). He has written extensively about 
European integration and participated in a large 
number of conferences and seminars. 
Recent publications include: “La politique 
européenne de la Belgique. Les années 1970-
1996: entre orthodoxie et pragmatisme”, in: 
Res Publica, 1998/2, p. 197-212; “La PESC: 
innovations et pesanteurs”, in: Annales d’études 
européennes de l’UCL, vol.2, Ed. Bruylant, 1998, 
p. 21-38; “La CIG 1996 et l’union politique”, 
in: Le traité d’Amsterdam, collection de l’IEE, 
Ed. Bruylant, 1998, p. 3-20; “L’Union politique, 
l’UEM et la PECS: perspectives”, Fondation P.H. 
Spaak, Travaux préparatoires au colloque des 11 
et 12 septembre 1998 au Palais d’Egmont sur “Les 
adaptations requises par l’élargissement de l’UE 
et la problématique de la sécurité européenne. In 
addition he has written a number of articles for 
French and Belgian newspapers and magazines.  
Contact: tepsa@tepsa.be 

Mireia Barrachina Plo
Mireia Barrachina Plo is co-
responsible for the organization 
of the annual plenary meetings 
of EU-CONSENT. She 
executes daily tasks linked with 
EU-funded projects. She writes 
TEPSA internal newsletters, 
informs TEPSA member 

institutes about latest EU 
developments and calls for proposals relevant for 
them and she coordinates TEPSA network. She also 
prepares and organises TEPSA Friends meetings 
TEPSA Presidency conferences in collaboration 
with the organising institute.

Contact: mireia.barrachina.plo@tepsa.be
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Nadège Ricaud
Nadège Ricaud executes 
the daily tasks linked 
with finances, especially 
regarding budgets for EU-
funded projects and for the 
operating grant. She prepares 
and organises TEPSA friends 
meetings. She prepares 

TEPSA Presidency conferences in collaboration 
with the organising institute.

Contact: nadegericaud@tepsa.be 
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Do you want to learn more about 
the project? Welcome to 

www.eu-consent.net!
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