
Editor’s column

Dear friends,
EU-CONSENT is now approaching its first major 
event, the Kick-Off meeting, at which all partner 
institutes will come together for the first time.
Fittingly, as you see at the top of this page, we 
are now equipped with a logo, the result of Jana 
Fleschenberg’s drawing talents. The Kick-Off will 
be the opportunity to reward her for this – as pro-
mised in liquid Italian currency.
The Kick-Off will unfortunately also be the mo-
ment to say goodbye and thank you to Jana, as she 
is now to take up a position at a German develop-
ment cooperation agency. While congratulating 
her and her employer it is a sad moment for all of 
us who have benefitted from her company and her 
formidable administrative talents. Thanks to Jana, 
the EU-CONSENT is now on solid administrative 
ground. We wish her lots of luck in the future!
With the Kick-Off meeting the first build-up period 
of EU-CONSENT is over and we are now seeking 
to become more visible. The logo is part of this, 
and so are other ways and means such as the new 
posters, folders, the leaflet and, not least, our web-
site, the WEU-CONSENT.
The introduction of WEB-CONSENT means that 
some information that has up to now been given by 

the Newsletter will now be posted where it belongs, 
which is on the WEB-CONSENT pages. We will 
continue to issue the CONSENT Newsletter (the 
internal version) and the EU-CONSENT News (the 
external version) monthly but from now on in close 
cooperation with the Istituto Affari Internazionali 
(IAI) in Rome.

The presentation of partner institutes continues, 
this time with the IAI and the European Institute in 
Lodz. Gianni Bonvicini, Director of the IAI, and 
Maria Karasinska-Fendler, Research Director of the 
European Institute in Lodz, constitute the Execu-
tive Board of EU-CONSENT together with Wolf-
gang Wessels. From now on we are speeding up the 
presentation with three institutes at a time.

Gunilla & Åsa

EU-CONSENT News is a newsletter for eve-
ryone who is not member of the EU-CONSENT 
project but who is interested in European inte-
gration and the future of Europe.
Please feel free to contact any member of the 
EU-CONSENT for further information on the 
different work packages of this project!
EU-CONSENT News is published monthly. The 
website EU WEB-CONSENT will be online in 
late November.

Welcome to the EU-CONSENT News! 
This is where you will find news on activities and results related 
to the project EU-CONSENT. Wider Europe, Deeper Integration? 
Constructing Europe Network. 
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Presentating Ourselves 

Partner 5 – Istituto Affari
Internazionali (IAI), Rome 

Within EU-CONSENT, the Istituto Affari Interna-
zionali (IAI), represented by its director, Prof. Gi-
anni Bonvicini, is part of both the Executive Board, 
responsible for the overall coordination and imple-
mentation of the project, and the Steering Group, 
the “governing body” of the project. 
In addition to its management role, the IAI is re-
sponsible for:
n Work package I on Horizontal Integration and 
Communication, together with Prof. Wolfgang 
Wessels from the University of Cologne and 
Prof. Maria Karasinska-Fendler, Research Di-
rector at the European Institute, Lodz;
n Work package VII on the Political and Secu-
rity Aspects of the EU’s External Relations, to-
gether with Dr. Alvaro de Vasconcelos, Director 
of the Institute for Strategic and International 
Studies, Lisbon. Within this work package, the 
IAI also leads the work team on EU Widening 
and the European Neighbourhood Policy;
n Work package IX on WEB-CONSENT.

The core team at the Istituto Affari Internazionali 
consists of the following persons:

Prof. Gianni Bonvicini is Direc-
tor of the Istituto Affari Inter-
nazionali in Rome (since 1987) 
and Editor of the International 
Spectator, a quarterly journal 
of the IAI (since 1979). He 
has been Visiting Professor at 
the Johns Hopkins University, 
Bologna Center from 1981 to 2001, when he was 
appointed Chairman of Istituto Trentino di Cultura 
(1999-2004). He is member of EU-CONSENT 
Executive Board and Steering Committee. He le-
ads (together with Alvaro de Vasconcelos) Work-
package VII of the EU-CONSENT project. Among 
other things, he is foreign policy commentator of 

one of Italian leading newspaper “il Messaggero”.  
G. Bonvicini is the author and editor of numerous 
articles and books. His field of competence is, in 
general, Politics of European Integration and, in 
particular, European Institutions, Common Foreign 
and Security Policy, European Defence Policy.

Michele Comelli has been a research fellow at the 
IAI since 2003, where he has dealt with various 
aspects of European foreign and security policy, 
including the European 
Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) 
within the framework of the 
international programme “Eu-
ropean Foreign and Security 
Policy Studies”. He is also a 
PhD candidate at the Univer-
sity of Udine (Italy). Michele 
holds a Master’s degree in 
Political and Administrative 
Studies from the College of 
Europe in Bruges (Belgium) and a (Masters) De-
gree in International and Diplomatic Studies from 
the University of Gorizia-Trieste (Italy). His recent 
publications cover the ENP, EU missions and co-
operation with NATO.

Ettore Greco has been the deputy director of the 
Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) of Rome since 
1997 and the managing editor of the IAI’s English-
language review the International Spectator since 
1998. He has taught graduate 
and post-graduate courses 
on EU -related issues at the 
universities of Bologna and 
Parma. His research activities 
focus on the EU’s constitutio-
nal reform and its international 
role, transatlantic relations, 
and security problems in the Balkan area.

Nathalie Tocci is a Marie Curie Fellow at the EUI 
and a research associate at the IAI. She received 
her PhD in International Relations at the LSE. She 
was a research fellow at the Centre for European 
Policy Studies, Brussels from 1999 to 2003. There 
she worked on EU-Turkey relations, the Cyprus 
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conflict, the conflicts of the 
South Caucasus and the Mid-
dle East. She is currently based 
at the Schumann Centre, Eu-
ropean University Institute, 
Florence working on the role 
of the EU in conflict resolution 
in the Mediterranean region. 
Her recent publications in-
clude N.Tocci (2004), EU Accession Dynamics and 
Conflict Resolution: Cayalysing Peace or Parition 
in Cyprus? (Ashgate, London) and N.Tocci and 
A.Evin (eds.) (2004), Towards Accession Negotia-
tions: Turkeys Domestic and Foreign Policy Chal-
lenges Ahead (EUI, Florence) 

Partner 7 – European
Institute, Lodz, Poland
Within our Network of Excellence, EU-CONSENT, 
European Institute in Lodz (partner 7) acts as the 
Leader of the Thematic Group (Workpackage V) 
devoted to the problems of  Democratic Life, which 
include: representative, participatory and delibera-
tive democracy issues, human and ethic dimension 
of EU integration, cultural diversity and European 
identity, public discourse on the EU issues and so-
cial movements.

This task is carried out by the Jean Monnet Chair 
of Prof. Maria Karasinska-Fendler and its collabo-
rators. 
Furthermore the Lodz Team (represented by Prof. 
Maria Karasinska-Fendler) acts as the Member 
of the EU-CONSENT Board (together with Prof. 
Wolfgang Wessels and Prof. Gianni Bonvicini) 
and as a Member of the Steering Committee of the 
Project.
Through its management function it is involved in 
the work of the Workpackage on Horizontal Com-
munication, and of the Workpackage on Teaching 
and Training.
The core team of European Institute in Lodz con-
sists of the following persons:

Maria Karasinska-Fendler: 
she has been Jean Mon-
net Chair since 1993. She is 
a Research Director at the 
European Institute and Visit-
ing Professor at the Institute 
for European Studies of the 
Universite Libre de Bruxelles 
(since 2001). She has been the Under-secretary of 
State and the Head of the Committee for European 
Integration (Polish Ministry responsible for Euro-
pean Integration) in the years 1998-1999.  She’s 
been Jean Monnet Fellow at the European Univer-
sity Institute in 1989/90. She received the PhD at 
the University of Lodz in 1987. She has received 
the French Diploma of the Postgraduate European 
Studies at the Universite Nancy II (1980/81). 
Her research and teaching priorities embrace:    
theories and concepts of European integration; 
enlargement of the European Union, EU decision 
making process,  EU in the global economic and 
political relations,  citizen’s role in the integration 
process, democratisation of the European Union, 
multi-level governance in the EU and transforma-
tion and democratisation in the CEECs.

Contact: mkf@ie.lodz.pl

Kazimierz Sobotka: acts as the 
General Director of the Eu-
ropean Institute (since 2001). 
His PhD was made at the Uni-
versity of Lodz in the area of 
Sociology. He has been associ-
ated professor at the European 
culture department at the Lodz 
University. His research and 
teaching priorities embrace: European Cultural 
Identity, history of European Culture and issues of 
the European Social Policy. He participated in sev-
eral research and projects and acts as a member of 
the Council of European Culture Forum.
Contact: ksobotka@ie.lodz.pl 
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Celina Blaszczyk: she has been 
the head of the Postgraduate 
European Studies led by the Eu-
ropean Institute in Lodz togeth-
er with the University of Lodz 
(since 1995). She accomplished 
her PhD at the Faculty of Eco-
nomics and Sociology of the 
University of Lodz (1986). She 
specialises in the areas of international relations 
and Poland-EU relations. Her research and teach-
ing concentrates on the issues of: EU enlargement, 
Poland’s economic transformation, institutional and 
economic aspects of Poland integration with EU 
and on EU external relations.
Contact: cblaszczyk@ie.lodz.pl

Anna Jedrzejewska (MA 
in Polish Studies and MA 
in English Studies): she 
received a diploma of the 
Postgraduate European Studies 
at the University of Lodz and 
followed study programmes 
at the Commonwealth Office 
Chevening at the University in Brighton on the 
Institutions and Decision-making Process in the 
EU. Her research and teaching activities concen-
trate on: EU institutions and decision-making pro-
cess, European governance, history of European 
integration and private – public partnership issues. 
She’s been involved in training activities on Euro-
pean integration addressed to the public servants 
and NGOs.
Contact: ajedrzejewska@ie.lodz.pl 

Other Members of the Team: 
In addition to the core Team, other collegues are 
involved in the research and teaching activities 
covered by EU-CONSENT Network. These are: Dr 
Marcin Szewczyk, Dr Monika Maj-Słupińska, Dr 
Przemysław Żurawski vel Grajewski
and Dr Małgorzata Czernielewska

Ongoing Activities
Work Package IV
Work Package IV held a first meeting on 4 October 
in Maastricht at the European Institute of Public 
Administration (EIPA), with the participation of the 
Coordinator,  (Wolfgang Wessels and Anne Faber), 
the Work Package coordinating team (Edward 
Best,. Thomas Christiansen, Pierpaolo Settembri) 
and the other Team Leaders (John Peterson; Bren-
dan Donnelly and Andreas Maurer; and Simona Pi-
attoni). The meeting clarified many of the structural 
and operational aspects of EU-CONSENT. Two 
draft papers were discussed regarding the analytical 
framework: A. Faber & W. Wessels, ‘A common 
theoretical and methodological framework for EU-
CONSENT’, and E. Best & T. Christiansen, ‘The 
Institutional Impact of EU Enlargement: Some 
Ideas about a Common Analytical Framework’. On 
the basis of these discussions, a common approach 
for the Work Package was agreed, which will be 
presented on the occasion of the Kick-Off Confe-
rence.

Steering Group Meeting
Next Meeting of the EU-CONSENT Steering 
Group will take place on 1 December 2005 in 
connection with the Austrian TEPSA Conference, 
arranged by the Austrian Institute of International 
Affairs (AIIA/ÖIIP). 

New Literature
Diedrichs, Udo/Wessels, Wolfgang 2005: ’Die Eu-
ropäische Union in der Verfassungsfalle? Analysen, 
Entwicklungen und Optionen’,  Integration 28: 4, 
pp. 287-306
Faber, Anne/Wessels, Wolfgang 2005: ’Die Ver-
fassungskrise der EU als Krise ”der” Integrations-
theorie? Plädoyer für eine Neufokussierung der 
theoretischen Debatte’, Zeitschrift für Internatio-
nale Beziehungen, Dec. 2005.
We are grateful to receive your contributions to 
this list! They need not be directly related to the 
CONSENT project – the idea is to inform of new 
publications that might be of interest for us.
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