
Welcome to the EU-CONSENT News! 
This is where you will fi nd news on activities and results related 
to the project EU-CONSENT. Wider Europe, Deeper Integration? 
Constructing Europe Network. 
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EU-CONSENT News is a newsletter for everyone 
who is not member of the EU-CONSENT project 
but who is interested in European integration and 
the future of Europe.
Please feel free to contact any member of the 
EU-CONSENT for further information on the dif-
ferent work packages of this project!
EU-CONSENT News is published monthly. The 
website EU WEB-CONSENT is up and running.

Editor’s Column
Dear friends,
It was a good feeling seeing so many EU-
CONSENT people in Brussels, and we believe 
that we have great thing going! The impressions 
from the kick-off meeting of the Coordinator, 
Wolfgang Wessels, are included in this issue of EU-
CONSENT News.
The web site is now online and we advise you 
to look at it regularly for useful EU-CONSENT 
information. A large number of events will take 
place during the spring within the different Work 
Packages. The principle is that we will inform 
the readers of the EU-CONSENT News about 
these events about one month in advance and in 
a report the month after. The full information on 
the particular events, including also a long-term 
perspective, is available only on the web site. Also, 
all substantial information of the project will be 
posted on the web site, so don’t miss it!
This issue of EU-CONSENT News also continues 
with the presentations of member institutes 
this time the EIPA in Maaastricht and SIIA in 
Stockholm. 
Last but not least, we want to wish all the 
readers of the EU-CONSENT News a MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Gunilla and Åsa

A Note from the Coordinator,
Wolfgang Wessels
The Kick-off meeting in Brussels from Friday, 18 
November to Saturday, 19 November 2005 presented 
a great opportunity for all partners to meet and to get 
to know each other better. We from Cologne were 
especially happy to observe how partners started 
networking very intensively, agreeing on dates, 
topics and collaborators for their fi rst deliverables as 
well as the next meetings of the Work packages. 
The Kick-off meeting started on Friday morning 
with the presentation of the paper on “Wider 
Europe, Deeper Integration? A common theoretical 
and methodological framework for EU-CONSENT” 
by Anne Faber, University of Cologne, and myself. 
The presentation was followed by a very lively 
discussion on the paper’s general outline stressing 
the usefulness of the paper, but also on more specifi c, 
lacking issues such as the external dimension of EU 
deepening and widening, the role of law (integration 
through law), normative theories of European 
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democratic life and the possibility of differentiated 
integration across member states and policy sectors 
in the future. These points and suggestions from the 
discussion will be taken up in the revised version of the 
paper, which will be published in late January 2006. 
Contributions from partners are most welcome.

The involvement and commitment of all participants 
continued into the meetings of the different Work 
packages on Friday and on Saturday. All Work 
Package meetings concluded with the defi nition of 
“To dos”, dates for the next meetings of the thematic 
Work Packages and a timetable for completing the 
deliverables of the participating Teams. An overview 
over the dates for the next meetings of the Work 
Packages is being prepared by the project manager 
in Cologne at the moment and will be presented in 
the next issue of the Newsletter as well as on the 
web site (http://www.eu-consent.net/). 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all participants of the Kick-off meeting for their 
contributions and input, resulting in a highly 
constructive working atmosphere. The project’s 
success will now depend on how well we carry on 
the spirit and commitment of the Kick-off meeting 
and translate it into concrete actions and results. In 
this regard, the Cologne Team, consisting of Funda 
Tekin, Anne Faber and myself will be happy to 
provide any kind of assistance and contribution. 

I would also like to thank the organisation team of the 
Kick-off meeting, Jana Fleschenberg, Funda Tekin, 
Franziska Bopp and Vera Lehmann (University 
of Cologne) as well as Mireia Barrachina Pló and 
Nadège Ricaud (from TEPSA) for their great work 
and commitment to making this meeting a success. 
Let me also once again thank our parting project 
manager, Jana Fleschenberg, for her excellent work 
for EU-CONSENT. On my proposal the Steering 
Group elected Funda Tekin, University of Cologne, 
as new project manager who took over the post 
starting 1 December 2005. She is looking forward 
to working for EU-CONSENT and can be contacted 
at Funda.tekin@uni-koeln.de, at coordinator@eu-
consent.net or at +49 221 4705017. 

Best regards from Cologne,

Wolfgang Wessels

Eu-Consent News

Presenting Ourselves
Partner 4 – European Institute of 
Public Administration (EIPA)
Edward Best (UK) 
is Head of Unit at the 
EIPA in Maastricht. 
He has a doctorate 
from the University 
of Oxford, and has 
worked in the regional 
security programme 
of the International 
Institute for Strategic 
Studies (IISS). He 
specialises in European 
institutions and the 
political aspects of European integration, as well 
as comparative regionalism and the management of 
regional organisations. He has been a consultant for 
the European Commission, the United Nations, the 
Inter-American Development Bank and the Helsinki 
Commission. He has co-edited two books on the 
EU - Rethinking the European Union: IGC 2000 
and Beyond (EIPA, 2000) and and Beyond (EIPA, 2000) and and Beyond From Luxembourg 
to Lisbon and Beyond: Making the Employment 
Strategy Work (EIPA, 2002) – and published Strategy Work (EIPA, 2002) – and published Strategy Work
numerous articles on the European Union and 
institutional arrangements for regional integration.
Contact address: e.best@eipa-nl.com

Thomas Christiansen (DE) 
studied at Hamburg University, 
the London School of Economics 
and the European University 
Institute in Florence. He is 
Senior Lecturer at the European 
Institute of Public Administration 
in Maastricht, having previously 
worked as research fellow at 
the University of Essex and as 
Director of the Jean Monnet Centre for European 
Studies at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth. He 
is also Professor at the College of Europe in Bruges, 
member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of 
European Public Policy and co-editor of the ‘Europe 
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in Change’ series at Manchester University Press. He 
has published numerous articles and several books 
on various aspects of the politics of the European 
Union. From January 2006 he is Executive Editor of 
the Journal of European Integration.
Contact address: t.christiansen@eipa-nl.com.

Pierpaolo Settembri
(IT) joined the European 
Institute of Public 
Administration on 
Sep tem ber 2005 and 
works as a Researcher. 
After obtaining a degree 
in Political Science and 
a Master’s degree from 
the College of Europe 
(Bruges), he worked as a 
Teaching Assistant in the 
Politics Department of the College and then did a 
traineeship at the EU Council of Ministers. Pierpaolo 
is also a PhD candidate in Political Science at the 
University of Florence and the Institut d’Etudes 
Politiques of Paris, with a dissertation focusing on 
the transformation of the farm lobby in Southern 
Europe. Member of the scientifi c board of Europa 
da Vicino and former co-editor of Collegium, he 
wrote and published on the European Parliament 
and other EU-related topics.
Contact address: p.settembri@eipa-nl.com

Partner 6 – The Swedish Institute of 
International Affairs, SIIA, Stockholm

Gunilla Herolf is a 
member of the EU-
CONSENT Steering 
Group. She is the leader 
of the Dissemination 
Work Package (WP XII) 
and – together with Lenka 
Rovna – the Evaluation 
Work Package (WP XIV). 
She is a Senior Research 
Fellow at the SIIA, 
where she has worked 

since 1988. One of her fi elds of interest is security 

cooperation in the EU and NATO and among 
countries in Western Europe, with an emphasis on 
France, Germany and the UK. Another is Swedish 
and Nordic security and a third is transatlantic 
cooperation. Previously Gunilla Herolf worked 
at the Stockholm International Peace Research 
Institute (SIPRI). Among her recent publications 
is France, Germany and the UK: Cooperation in 
Times of Turbulence (2004). She is a member of the 
Royal Swedish Academy of War Sciences.
Contact address: gunilla.herolf@ui.se.

Jenny Wahren has an 
MSc from the Södertörn 
University College and 
has been Conference 
Coordinator at the SIIA 
since 2003. Within the EU-
CONSENT project she is 
the Information Manager 
of the Dissemination Work 
Package, working mainly 
with the newsletter. Her 
main research interest 
is international negotiations on climate change. 
As of September 2005 Jenny Wahren has been 
on leave of absence to fi ll a position at the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) Secretariat in Bonn, where she has been 
involved in the negotiations on compliance with the 
Kyoto Protocol.
Contact address: jenny.wahren@ui.se.

Åsa Fritzon, BA and 
studying for an MA, is 
Conference Coordinator 
at the SIIA, to which 
she has been affi liated 
since 2003. Her research 
interests concern security 
policy, seen in a broad 
perspective, and in 
particular the security 
policy of the United 
States.
Contact address: 
asa.fritzon@ui.se.
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FORNET
FORNET is a network of excellence funded under 
the Commission’s 5th Framework Programme, with 
the specifi c purpose of promoting research in the 
area of European foreign policy, broadly conceived 
to include all the external relations of the European 
Union, and the attempts at the coordination of 
Member States national foreign policies, whether 
in formal Common Positions or not. It has 25 
members and has been in operation since 1 January 
2003 (www.fornet.info). The members of the 
Steering Group are: Christopher Hill (Coordinator, 
the London School of Economics), Wolfgang 
Wessels (University of Cologne), Christian Franck 
(TEPSA, and the Catholic University of Louvain-
la-Neuve), Esther Barbé (Autonomous University, 
Barcelona). 
As we come towards the end of our three-year 
funding, we can say that we have achieved most 
of our aims. We have undoubtedly helped to 
draw in to our network those working in the new 
accession states, not least through our annual 
plenary meetings – which have also attracted the 
interest of many outsiders - and our six Working 
Groups, all of which have held regular meetings 
and workshops. We have built up an excellent data-
base on the CFSP. Annual reports now exist on 
most of the Member States’ activities in relation to 
the CFSP for 2004 and 2005. In the area of data-
collection and analysis a great deal of help has 
been furnished by Esther Barbé and her colleagues 
in the Observatory of European Foreign Policy at 
Barcelona (http://selene.uab.es/_cs_iuee/english/
Obs/index.html). On the teaching side we have 
produced a substantial ‘state of the art report’, and 
study units for those which to develop courses in 
the area are now almost ready for release.
Undoubtedly the most successful part of FORNET 
has been the regular on-line publication of the 
CFSP Forum, edited with fl air and dedication by 
Dr Karen E. Smith. It will now be incorporated 
into the EU-CONSENT network and available 
through the WEB-CONSENT as well. CFSP 
Forum is published every two months, and 
contains articles on current issues, challenges and 
prospects regarding European foreign policy. Karen 

Smith, who is at the London School of Economics, 
welcomes suggestions for articles. If you would 
like to contribute to CFSP Forum , please contact 
her (k.e.smith@lse.ac.uk).

News from Members
A Note from Iain Begg
EU-CONSENT is, readers will realise, by no 
means alone in looking into the future of Europe. 
The European Reform Forum, made-up of UK 
parliamentarians and others who refl ect a distinctly 
euro-sceptical stance on the EU, is engaged in 
an enquiry into the operation of the existing EU 
treaties. Iain Begg, leader of EU-CONSENT Work 
Package VI on economic and social policies, 
appeared as a witness before this forum on the 
20th of October in a session on economic policies. 
Other witnesses to have appeared include William 
Wallace, Will Hutton and the author Frederick 
Forsyth (of ‘Day of the Jackal’ fame - draw your 
own conclusions!). Copies of briefs provided 
by witnesses and transcripts of sessions can be 
found at: http://www.european-reform.org/. My 
own exchanges with the forces of euro scepticism 
can be read at http://www.european-reform.org/
documents/transcriptPlenary2.pdf.

New Literature
Begg, Iain and Larsson, Allan, “A ‘Smart 
Growth’ Strategy for Sustainable Development”, 
C Centre for European Reform, Briefi ng Note, 
www.cer.org.uk.
Bonvicini, Gianni and Greco, Ettore, “What Future 
for Non-Proliferation after the Failed NPT Review 
Conference”, International Spectator, Vol XL, No. 
3, July – September 2005.
Mouritzen, Hans & Wivel, Anders (eds.), The 
Geopolitics of Euro-Atlantic Integration, London: 
Routledge, 2005 (mail to: info.politics@tandf.co.uk)
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