
8

Welcome to the EU-CONSENT News! 
This is where you will find news on activities and results related 
to the project EU-CONSENT. Wider Europe, Deeper Integration? 
Constructing Europe Network. 

The EU-CONSENT is supported by the Sixth Framework Programme of the European Commission
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EU-CONSENT News is a newsletter for everyone 
who is not member of the EU-CONSENT project 
but who is interested in European integration and 
the future of Europe.
Please feel free to contact any member of the EU-
CONSENT for further information on the different 
work packages of this project!
EU-CONSENT News is published monthly. For 
more information please see www.eu-consent.net

Editor’s Column

Dear Friends,

The March issue of EU-CONSENT News informs 
about one workshop to be held in April and contains 
the reports on two recently held workshops, one in 
Cologne and the other one in Trento in February.

This issue also has a Welsh theme. The Cardiff 
group  announces a Studentship for 2006-2009 and 
the Cardiff members introduce themselves in our 
series of Presenting Ourselves.

Last, but certainly not least, we can say welcome to 
four new partners of EU-CONSENT – read on and 
you will find out who they are!

Spring greetings from 
Gunilla and Kristin 

New Partners

EU-CONSENT has admitted four new partners. We 
wish them welcome to our network!

• Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS)

• Greek Centre of European Studies and Research 
(EKEME)

• Centro Interdipartimentale Richerche sul Diritto 
delle Comunità Europee (CIRDCE): Faculty of Eco-
nomics and Social Sciences

• University of Potsdam. 
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The main issues on the agenda will be:

• The discusson of the revised version of the pa-
per on the Project’s theoretical and methodological 
framework

• The contributions and work plans of the five teams 
of the work package, including the presentation of 
the first deliverable. 

For more information, please visit the website: 
www.eu-consent.net

Reports on Recently Held Work 
Package and Team Meetings
 

2nd Meeting of Work Package ‘Teaching’ 
(WP X) 

Cologne, 16 February 2006

Convenors: Anne Faber and Wolfgang Wessels 

CORE CURRICULUM & TEACHING UNITS (D 
50) (A. FABER/G. UMBACH)

The outline and the aims of a core curriculum for 
EU-CONSENT were presented by G. Umbach and 
A. Faber, highlighting

- the value-added of the core curriculum which will 
focus on EU-deepening and widening 

- the up-to-date expertise on these issues within the 
network and

- the multi-disciplinary perspective of the core cur-
riculum. 

The preliminary outline for the core curriculum has 
been drawn up on the basis of a survey carried out in 
August 2005. The focal points for the core curricu-
lum resulting from this questionnaire were:

1. The history of EU enlargement

2. Theories of EU deepening and widening

�. Changes of the EU’s polity since 197�

�. Citizenship and identity in the enlarging EU
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Cardiff University Research Stu-
dentship 2006-09: Europeanization 
of Constitutional Law

Cardiff University, Wales, has allocated one of its 
new Richard Whipp research studentships to Profes-
sor Kenneth Dyson (School of European Studies) 
and to Dr. Jiri Priban (School of Law) to support 
the aims of EU-CONSENT. The three-year student-
ship is tenable from September 2006 and will in-
volve working for a PhD on the Europeanization of 
constitutional law with reference to at least two new 
member states in east central Europe. It will investi-
gate both vertical and horizontal processes of policy 
transfer and learning in both constitution-making 
and in judicial decision making, with particular re-
ference to the neglected role of legal entrepreneurs. 
The project builds on the following: Kenneth Dy-
son and Klaus Goetz (eds), Germany, Europe and 
the Politics of Constraint (OUP/Proceedings of the 
British Academy 200�), and J. Priban, P. Roberts 
and J. Young (eds), Systems of Justice in Transition: 
Central European Experiences since 1989 (Ashgate 
200�).

The student will be expected to be active within EU-
CONSENT and will join the EGIPP research unit 
based on the School of European Studies (profiled 
elsewhere in this issue). 

Applicants should contact both ColeA@cardiff.
ac.uk and Graduate@cardiff.ac.uk for further infor-
mation and to discuss the proposal. 

Kenneth Dyson

April Meeting

Theories and Sets of Expectations  
(WPII/III)

Second Work Package meeting of WP 
Theories

Brussels 6-7 April 2006



10

5. Economic policy within the enlarging EU

6. External relations of the enlarged and enlarging 
EU.

STRUCTURE AND CONTENTS OF A BACK-
GROUND PAPER (DUE IN JULY 2006) (D 52) (F. 
BOPP/A. FABER)

The main objective of the Work Package and the 
aims of the didactical tools which are being deve-
loped were presented by F. Bopp and A. Faber, un-

derlining the necessity to translate the expertise and 
research results generated within the network into 
conventional and virtual teaching units. To this end, 
input is demanded from all partners. The main aims 
of the didactical tools are: 

• categorisation of acquis académique

• deepening and supplementation of knowledge (stu-
dents at post-graduate level, PhD students)

• information of the wider public

• raising awareness regarding European issues. 

The next deliverables within the work package 
focus on the elaboration of conventional and vir-
tual teaching units. The concept of a core curri-
culum on EU deepening and widening will have 
to be established by the end of July 2006; the first 
virtual teaching units will go online on WEB-
CONSENT before the end of September 2006.  

The thematic fields pre-selected for the core curricu-
lum of conventional teaching units are: 

• History of European Integration between deepe-
ning and widening (� courses)

• Theories and Strategies of EU deepening and wi-
dening (� courses )

• Polity and Politics in the enlarging EC/EU: Institu-
tions, Actors, Processes (� courses)

• Citizenship and Identity in the enlarging EU (� 
courses)

• Wider EU – deeper integration?: Poli-
cies in the enlarged EU (2 courses on so-
cio-economic policies, 2 courses on CFSP).  
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The structure of the conventional teaching units will 
contain:

1. Course title

2. Seminar outline and aims of the course (max. 1 
page)

�. Seminar structure for 12-1� sessions, including:

• basic reading for each session

• guiding question(s) for each session (max. 2 pa-
ges)

�. Bibliography of 25-�0 titles

5. Suggestions for methods and further teaching ma-
terials for lecturers.      

VIRTUAL TEACHING UNITS (V. LEHMANN/T. 
LATSCHAN)

The e-learning platform ILIAS, which is foreseen 
to provide the conceptual framework for the esta-
blishment of the virtual teaching units, was presen-
ted by T. Latschan and V. Lehmann, underlining the 
increasing importance of e-learning opportunities 
for research and teaching in the context of EU dee-
pening and widening. In this context, ILIAS offers a 
number of advantages since it is an easily applicable 
open source program which is regularly updated.

ILIAS is a powerful web-based learning manage-
ment system that allows users to create, edit and pu-
blish learning and teaching material in an integrated 
system with their normal web browsers, containing 
inter alia: 

• a personal desktop for each user with information 
about last visited courses, new mail or forum entri-
es; 

• a learning environment with personal annotations, 
glossary, search engine, optional tests, and a print 
and download function;

• a user-friendly interface with a concise three-win-
dow-structure, distinguishing between main texts, 
key documents, illustrations and glossary terms.

No 3:2006  March



11

The first two virtual teaching units will be put online 
before the end of September 2006, followed by a 
unit on ”The EU and its citizens” elaborated by M. 
Karasinska-Fendler, which is foreseen to be availa-
ble online in early 2007. All virtual teaching units 
will be based on input from the academics/partici-
pants in the network who have agreed to collaborate 
on selected topics. 

Please note that this is an abbreviated version gi-
ving only the structure of meetings. A full version 
of the programme and the discussions is posted on 
the website.

Report on Meeting of Team 9, Work 
Package ‘Institutions and Political  

Actors’ (WP IV)
European Institutions after the 2004 Enlar-

gements: The Committee of the Regions, The 
Economic and Social Committee and the Social 

Dialogue

University of  Trento, Faculty of Sociology, 24 – 25 
February 2006 

Convenor: Simona Piattoni (Team 9 leader)

Overview of the Main Issues Discussed

The workshop was the first opportunity for Team 9 
– and several PhD students and young researchers 
who do not belong officially to the Team – to meet 
and discuss their common interests and plan future 
work together. Team 9 will study the CoR, Ecosoc 
and the social dialogue. These institutions were dis-
cussed in sequence. 

The ‘state of the art’ of the literature on the CoR 
was the springboard for debating how this insti-
tution might be studied. The notion of ‘cleavage’ 
– often used when discussing the internal structure 
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of the CoR – was put into question, and competing 
concepts such as ‘interests’, ‘coalitions’ and ‘policy 
clusters’ were proposed in its stead. 

Five different research projects and corresponding 
methodologies were proposed: 1) an organizational 
study of how the CoR is internally structured after 
enlargement, 2) a micro-level study of regional and 
local representatives - their background, their orien-
tations and values, �) a study of the CoR output (opi-
nions) - how their content, quantity and quality may 
change after enlargement and how they may affect 
EU decision-making, �) an inter-institutional study 
of how CoR’s relations to other EU institutions may 
change after enlargement, 5) a comparative study 
of the selection process of CoR’s representatives 
to asses how enlargement is affecting the new vis-
à-vis the old member states. People discussed their 
respective feasibility and utility in assessing the 
impact of enlargement on this institution. Several 
problems were raised. Change may occur which is 
not due to enlargement: how can different sources 
of change be detected? Change may be difficult to 
quantify: what is the benchmark against which chan-
ge is measured? Change may not occur at all: how to 
interpret stability? Moreover, the CoR is just one of 
the many channels through which regions and local 
communities make themselves heard - change may 
take the form of a shift in the relative importance of 
this institution vis-à-vis other channels of sub-natio-
nal mobilization; research then has to be extended to 
MLG in general. Projects 1, � and 5 were deemed as 
more feasible than 2 and �. 

Many of the same problems were raised also in the 
discussion of Ecosoc, particularly those relating to 
how to measure change, how to attribute it speci-
fically to enlargement and how to assess its signi-
ficance. The aspects which would most easily lend 
themselves to being studied are: 1) the composition 
of Ecosoc (which representatives, which balance 
among various sub-categories), 2) the range of is-
sues debated by Ecosoc and the quantity and content 
of the opinions rendered, particularly own-initiative 
opinions, �) Ecosoc activities in support of civil so-
ciety, particularly in the new MSs (this was one of 
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Ecosoc priorities before enlargement) and in moni-
toring the Single Market. 

Work on the social dialogue is further ahead as two 
Team 9 members prepared working papers for the 
meeting and could share much of their common 
knowledge. They slightly differed in the way in 
which they understand social dialogue, but found 
ways of reconciling their approaches. The discus-
sion was more circumscribed and restricted, as it 
touched already on rather specific points. The main 
thrust of this sub-project is to assess this channel of 
democratic input into EU decision-making and its 
transformation after enlargement.

It was suggested that, in working at the various pie-
ces of the puzzle, people should pay attention to the 
overall scheme circulated by WP IV leaders Best, 
Christiansen and Settembri at the November 2005 
kick-off meeting, which constitutes a common 
framework for analysis and may help accumulate 
results.

Overview of the main results of the meeting & In-
formation on the further progress of your project 
/ activity (i.e. further steps to be taken)

The meeting was crucial for arriving at an agenda 
for future work and for constituting smaller sub-
teams interested in working on specific aspects of 
these three institutions. 

Three sub-teams at least will work on the CoR: one 
will study CoR’s opinions to detect the formation of 
cleavages or coalitions of interests specifically tra-
ceable to enlargement, a second team will look at 
how new and prospective MSs (Turkey, Romania, 
Bulgaria) are equipping themselves to being part 
of the CoR and the other MLG institutions; a third 
team will collect information on the sub-national ar-
ticulation of the new MSs and get a sense for how 
they select CoR’s representatives; a fourth team will 
produce a ‘state of the art’ paper which should con-
stitute the benchmark against which change could 

be measured. Two additional sub-teams formed to 
study Ecosoc and the social dialogue respectively. 

It was agreed that the minimal goal was at least one 
working paper by the end-of-the-year WP IV mee-
ting (roughly in December), but probably several 
working papers will be ready already in September. 
These will be posted on the web, after some (mini-
mal) reviewing process. WP IV has planned on at 
least two publications: the first edited volume will 
contain mid-term reviews of individual institutions 
and at least some preliminary overall insights (draft 
roughly by 2007); the second will contain final re-
views of the institutions and a conclusive assess-
ment of overall changes (draft roughly by 2009). 
Also graduate students may write working papers 
which will be posted on the web if supported by a 
recommendation and if they pass the same minimal 
reviewing process.

Presenting Ourselves

Partner 19 - Cardiff University, Wales: 
Research Unit on European Governance, 
Identities and Public Policies (EGIPP)

Cardiff University has one of the largest Schools of 
European Studies in the UK (over �0 staff) working 
in political theory, EU studies, comparative Euro-
pean politics and policies, area studies (focused on 
France, Germany, Italy, Spain and the UK), and 
cultural and language studies (especially histories, 
memories and fictions). Its main involvement in EU-
CONSENT is through EGIPP, the Research Unit on 
European Governance, Identities and Public Poli-
cies. Its international team of expert advisers include: 
Professors Patrick Le Galles (Sciences Po, Paris, and 
Visiting Research Fellow 2006-7), Michael Keating 
(European University Institute, Florence, who gave 
the St.David’s Day Lecture in 200�), Beate Kohler 
Koch (Mannheim), and Guy Peters (Pittsburg). 

EGIPP’s distinctive focus is on the role of trans-na-
tional elites and networks (both expert and political) 
in European integration and Europeanization proces-
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ses, with particular attention to the three thematic 
areas of governance, identity formation and public 
policies. Key staff members linked to EU-CON-
SENT include: Professor Alistair Cole (WPIV), 
Professor Kenneth Dyson (leader of the team on 
EMU in WPVI and member of the WP led by At-
tila Agh and Klaus Goetz), Professor John Lough-
lin (WPIV), Dr. Nick Parsons (WPIV) and Dr. Jiri 
Priban (Law School, WPV). Their involvement pa-
rallels key thematic interests in the EGIPP research 
programme.

European Economic Governance

Kenneth Dyson is organizing 
two CONSENT workshops 
in Cardiff in 2006 as head of 
a team in WPVI: May 25-26 
on ‘European States and the 
Euro: 1999 - 2006, to be fol-
lowed by a three-day British 
Academy conference in Lon-
don in May 2007 and an OUP 

volume in 2008; and in November on ‘The Chang-
ing World of European Central Banking’, with Mar-
tin Marcussen (Copenhagen). A third workshop is 
planned with Lucia Quaglia (Bristol) in July 2007 
on ‘European Economic Governance: Key Docu-
ments in Economic and Monetary Union’. Each 
workshop gives central attention to EU enlargement 
and each is linked to a research monograph. He is 
also working on Euro Area accession strategies, 
Europeanization and ‘clustered’ convergence in 
east central Europe for the Agh/Goetz WP (having 
given a paper at the recent Budapest workshop). In 
addition, he has an integrated project under the FP6 
INTUNE investigating the effects of EMU on ex-
pert elites (with Lucia Quaglia, Bristol). 

Moritz Kilger, a research stu-
dent at Cologne University, has 
joined EGIPP to work on Euro 
Area accession and financial 
markets in east central Europe. 
He is collaborating with Ken-
neth Dyson to produce a vir-
tual teaching module on EMU 
for EU-CONSENT. Kenneth 

Dyson’s Enlarging the Euro Area: External Empo-
werment and Domestic Transformation in East Cen-
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tral Europe appears with OUP in September 2006. 
He retains his research interest in Germany. Fol-
lowing Germany, Europe and the Politics of Con-
straint (with Goetz, OUP 200�), he has edited (with 
Stephen Padgett) The Politics of Economic Reform 
in Germany (Routledge 2006). He is co-editor of the 
journal German Politics. He is currently preparing 
three books: the second edition of European States 
and the Euro, for OUP (looking at the first decade); 
The Changing World of European Central Banking 
(with Martin Marcussen); and European Economic 
Governance: Key Documents in EMU – all schedu-
led for the 10th anniversary of the euro. His Road 
to Maastricht; Negotiating Economic and Monetary 
Union with Kevin Featherstone) was selected by the 
US library journal Choice as an ‘academic book of 
the year’. He is a Fellow of the British Academy, 
served as research grants officer for Politics/IR 
(1998-2006), and is a member of its International 
Policy Committee and its Research Grants Commit-
tee. He was also chair of the Research Assessment 
Exercise (RAE) Panel for European Studies in 1996 
and 2001.

Nick Parsons is working on the 
European social dialogue and 
national industrial relations sys-
tems and gave a paper at the re-
cent workshop in Trento. He is 
also working on the effects of the 
euro on European labour markets 
for Kenneth Dyson’s book on Eu-
ropean States and the Euro: The 

First Decade, with Philippe Pochet of the Observa-
toire social européen. 

Paul Furlong is working with Lu-
cia Quaglia on the chapter on Italy 
in the same volume. He has broad 
interests in issues relating to the 
European political economy, with 
special reference to Italy.
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Europeanization of National Constitutional Law 
in East Central Europe

As announced separately in the 
Newsletter, Cardiff University is 
backing research in this area by 
awarding a three-year research 
studentship to Kenneth Dyson 
and to Jiri Priban for work on 
the Europeanization of constitu-
tional court rulings in east central 

Europe – it explores the theme of borrowing legi-
timacy. A particular focus will be on the role of legal 
entrepreneurs in these processes of Europeanization 
and on Europeanization as a horizontal as well as 
vertical process. 

External Governance

Gordon Cumming has focused 
his research on comparing British, 
French and wider EU and interna-
tional efforts to export ‘good’ go-
vernance (especially accountabi-
lity and human rights) south of the 
Sahara (notably his Aid to Africa, 
Ashgate 2001). In 200�-� he was 
awarded a Leverhulme Research 

Fellowship to analyse the changing role of French 
NGOs in a globalizing, post-Cold War context 
(leading to the book French NGOs in the Global 
Era: Holding Out for a Better World, Palgrave). In 
consequence, he was recently invited by the French 
Foreign Ministry to evaluate a major French go-
vernment-NGO programme to bolster civil society 
and democratic governance in Cameroon. His new 
research project (with Professor Tony Chafer, Ports-
mouth University) examines Franco-British co-ope-
ration in Africa since the 1998 Saint-Malo summit in 
the context of developing a more coherent European 
Common Foreign and Security Policy. The project 
is linked to seminars organized with the European 
Commission, British Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office and the French Embassy in London.

Andy Klom has recently joined EGIPP as a Visit-
ing Research Fellow. He is head of the European 
Commission Office in Wales and in 2003-4 held a 

European Commission research scholarship at the 
University of Texas. He was earlier head of the Bra-
zil desk in the European Commission. His research 
project looks at the role and strategies pursued by 
expert and political elites in a range of EU and La-
tin American states during the EU-Mercusor nego-
tiations, 1990-2005. As a Commission official he 
played a key part in organizing these negotiations 
and has published on them, most recently in Inter-
national Affairs.

Future of Public Policy

Hugh Compston completed his 
project on ‘king trends’ and public 
policy, financed by a Leverhulme 
Research Fellowship. This study 
uses public network analysis to ex-
plore the implications of 19 king 
trends for the future direction of 
public policy. These trends are defi-
ned as the major long-term techno-

logical, economic, environmental and social trends 
that can be identified as likely to continue over at 
least the next 20 years. The results are published as 
a single-authored monograph King Trends and the 
Future of Public Policy (Palgrave 2006). The next 
step will be a major study to identify the most poli-
tically realistic ways of assisting the disadvantaged 
given the policy environment that is likely to result 
from the operation of these king trends.   

Party Governance

Cardiff School of European Studies 
hosts recognised expertise on parties 
and party systems, especially the 
impact of Europeanisation.  Alistair 
Cole published a much-cited article 
on Europeanisation and the French 
Socialist Party in the Journal of Com-

mon Market Studies.  Mark Donovan 
is researching European dimensions 
of restructuring in the Italian party 
system on both centre left and centre 
right. He was till 2005 editor of the 
journal Modern Italy. 
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David Hanley is working on a mo-
nograph on transnational parties 
and their relationship to national 
parties, funded by a British Acade-
my research grant (for Palgrave). 
He has recently given papers in 
the Sussex University ESRC semi-
nar series on the European Centre 

Right and published in Party Politics on this theme. 

Regional and Local Governance

Members of EGIPP have undertaken and published 
groundbreaking research into local and regional go-
vernance and play leading roles in the Welsh Gover-

nance Centre based in EUROS. 
Alistair Cole (principal investiga-
tor) and John Loughlin attracted 
a major ESRC grant comparing 
devolution and decentralization 
in Wales and Brittany under the 
Devolution Programme (rated 
‘outstanding’), resulting in the 
publication by Cole of Beyond 

Devolution and Decentralisation: Building Regio-
nal Capacity in Wales and Brittany (Manchester 
University Press, 2006) and articles in leading jour-
nals such as Regional Studies, Comparative Euro-
pean Politics, French Politics and the International 
Journal of Urban and Regional Research. The ‘Wa-
les and Brittany’ project resulted in the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Welsh 
Assembly Government and the Brittany Regional 
Council. Cole is currently exploring the possibility 
of holding a joint Cardiff University- EU- CON-
SENT workshop on trans-nationalising political ca-
pacity in Europe in May 2007.  

John Loughlin, with Anders Lidstrom of Umeå Uni-
versity, is leading a research project on ‘The dist-
ribution of powers across levels of government in 
European unitary states’, funded by the Swedish 
Science Council. EGIPP will host an international 
research seminar in Cardiff on 2/� May 2006 whe-
re the first results of this project will be discussed 
with colleagues from Cardiff, Umeå, France and 
the Netherlands. Loughlin also directs the research 

programme ‘International Lessons in Regional and 
Local Governance’ of the UK’s Office of the De-
puty Prime Minister. With Professor Steve Martin 
(Cardiff) he has produced reports for the ODPM 
on ‘International Trends in the Balance of Funding 
between Central and Local Government’, ‘Local 
Income Tax in Sweden’, ‘Sub-national Finances in 
Spain’, ‘Urban Regeneration in France, Italy and the 
Netherlands’ and ‘The Free Commune Experiment 
in Scandinavia’. He recently produced a report on 
international trends in local finances for the Lyons 
Review Committee on Local Government Finance 
set up by the UK Government. 

Key books to emerge from this body of work inclu-
de Alistair Cole and Peter John,  Local Governance 
in England and France (Routledge, 2001); Alistair 
Cole, op.cit; John Loughlin, Michael Keating and 
Kris Deschouwer, Culture, Institutions and Regio-
nal Development: a Study of Eight European Re-
gions ( Edward Elgar, 200�);  John Loughlin (ed.) 
Sub-national Democracy in the European Union 
(OUP, 2001);  and John Loughlin (co-edited with 
Alain Delcamp), La décentralisation dans les Etats 
de l’Union européenne, Coll. Les Etudes,  (Paris: La 
Documentation Française, 200�, 2ie édition). EGIPP 
organized three ESRC-funded conferences in Car-
diff around this work (in December 2001, March 
200� and April 200�). The presence of Patrick Le 
Galles as Visiting Research Fellow in 2006-7 will 
lead to several new events.   

Postgraduate Research and Masters Studies

Cardiff School of European Studies, especially 
EGIPP, forms part of the PARLE consortium of 
Politics departments in UK universities, which are 
collaborating to develop a generic research training 
course in Politics for postgraduates. We are both 
an evaluation and a production partner (one EGIPP 
member, Paula Portas, is producing a module on dis-
course analysis). We also offer flexible training in 
advanced methodology through our policy of encou-
raging attendance at Summer Schools in Research 
Methods. Our post-graduate committee has financed 
student attendance at the Essex summer school in 
2001, 200�, 200� and 2005. We also enjoy close lin-



Eu-Consent Newsletter
No 3:2005  November

16

Eu-Consent News
No 3:2006  March

kages with the user community and have attracted 
students from (and organised occasional placements 
with) the Welsh Development Agency, the Welsh 
Language Board, the Welsh Assembly Government 
and the National Assembly for Wales. Innovative 
forms of transferable and generic skills training 
include small group workshops, a School-wide re-
search in progress seminar, study periods in partner 
institutions (where appropriate), and postgraduate 
participation in the PARLE project. 

There are very strong links with centres of research 
excellence. Students are formally attached to, and 
fully integrated into, the work of EGIPP, which 
holds regular in-house postgraduate research as well 
as staff seminars and day conferences.  We have a 
dense network of trans-national partnerships. There 
is provision for students to spend a study period at 
(and, if necessary, receive intensive language tuition 
within) one or more of Cardiff’s partner institutions. 
We play host to a number of European Commission-
funded students.

EGIPP has on average about 12 research students, 
is part of an ESRC recognized doctoral programme, 
and has a set of Masters programmes including Euro-
pean integration, European governance and policies, 
international relations, and political theory. The unit 
requires postgraduate research students to present 
papers in its research seminar series. The students 
also organise a bi-annual regional postgraduate con-
ference, with participation of doctoral students from 
across south Wales and south-west England. These 
activities provide generic training, for instance in 
communication and presentation skills, as well as 
subject-related skills. They offer appropriate train-
ing for students to give papers in such forums as the 
UK PSA and ECPR.

Contacts

Anyone interested in further information about 
EGIPP or developing collaborative research links 
should contact either Alistair Cole (colea@cardiff.
ac.uk) or Kenneth Dyson (dysonkh@cardiff.ac.uk). 


