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Welcome to the EU-CONSENT News! 
This is where you will find news on activities and results related 
to the project EU-CONSENT. Wider Europe, Deeper Integration? 
Constructing Europe Network. 

The EU-CONSENT is supported by the Sixth Framework Programme of the European Commission
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EU-CONSENT News is a newsletter for everyone 
who is not member of the EU-CONSENT project 
but who is interested in European integration and 
the future of Europe.
Please feel free to contact any member of the EU-
CONSENT for further information on the different 
work packages of this project!
EU-CONSENT News is published monthly. For 
more information please see www.eu-consent.net

Editor’s Column

Dear Friends,

Within the EU-CONSENT project we are now 
starting to wrap up our activities for the first year 
of the project. Evaluation forms have been sent to 
all members and will be duly analysed in order to 
lead to suggestions on where we can improve our 
activities.

We will furthermore be busy reporting about our  
activities during the past year and spelling out our 
plans for the coming 18 months in some detail. This 
is all part of the effort to develop the project as it 
proceeds.

We continue with the presentation of partners in the 
EU-CONSENT News. This time this section includes 
a presentation of Federal Trust for Education and 
Research in London.

As mentioned in the last issue of EU-CONSENT 
Newsletter/News the next issue will be published on 
15 June. Thereafter we will make a break until late 
August, when we are back again.

Spring Greetings from  
Gunilla and Kristin

June Meeting

Institutions and Political Actors (WP IV)
Team 7 (John Peterson)

The Commission and the European Civil 
Service

Paris, 21-22 June 2006

For more information, see www.eu-consent.net
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Workpackage leaders: Augusto Rogério Leitão, Uni-
versity of Coimbra, Portugal, Hanspeter Neuhold, 
University of Vienna, Austria

 

09:30 European internal–external security nex-
us 

Workpackage leaders: Paul Luif, OIIP, Austria/ Flo-
rian Trauner, Institut for Advanced Studies, Austria, 
Jörg  Monar, University of Strasbourg, France

11:00 Europeanisation of National Security  
Policies: myth or reality?  

Workpackage leaders: Atila Eralp, Middle East 
Technical University, Turkey, Maria do Rosário de 
Moraes Vaz, IEEI, Portugal

14:30 Workpackage VII Follow-up Meeting     

New Publications

Living Standards and the Wealth of Nations

Successes and Failures in Real Convergence

Edited by Leszek Balcerowicz and Stanley Fischer

The question of convergence, or under what con-
ditions the per capita income levels of developing 
countries can catch up to those found in advanced 
economies, is critical for understanding economic 
growth and development. Convergence has happe-
ned in many countries and appears to be taking place 
now in China and India--yet in general per capita in-
come levels in the poorer countries do not converge 
towards those of richer countries as uniformly as the 
analytical models predict. Living Standards and the 
Wealth of Nations, which grew out of a 2003 confe-
rence on convergence hosted by the National Bank 
of Poland, offers detailed theoretical and empirical 
examinations of what makes for successful conver-
gence. 

Eu-Consent News
No 5:2006  May

Reports on Recently Held Meeting

Political and Security Aspects of the EU’s 
External Relations (WP VII)

Lisbon 31 March – 1 April

Enlargement and EU Security Culture

Main Issues and Main Results of the Meeting

The issues discussed in this workshop can be divided 
into three main areas. First, the EU Security Culture. 
What is the EU Security Culture and to what extent 
it really exists were the main questions surrounding 
the discussion. Related to this issue, a second area 
of debate was concentrated on the role Turkey’s EU 
adhesion process has in the definition of that EU Se-
curity Culture, and on the other hand, how the EU is 
triggering chances in the Turkish security realm. 

Finally, a third area of discussion focused on the ex-
ternal aspects of the EU internal security: its relation 
with the European Neighbourhood Policy, with the 
Prospective Member countries and with the United 
States.      

Besides the high quality of the debate which has 
certainly enriched the views of all the participants, 
this workshop achieved three very positive practical 
results. On the one hand, It made possible for the 
leaders of Teams 23 and 24 to have important feed-
backs for the final outcome of their Working Papers. 
On the other hand, the follow-up meeting allowed 
the WPVII members to evaluate the work done so 
far and to define the steps to be taken for the next 
12 months. 

Programme 

14.30 Opening Remarks

Is there a European security culture? 

Workpackage leaders: Geoffrey Edwards, Cam-
bridge University, England, Álvaro de Vasconcelos, 
IEEI, Portugal 

16:30 Transnational threats: EU and national re-
sponses
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After general discussions of the theoretical require-
ments for ”rapid catch up” and the possible link bet-
ween democracy and growth, the book presents glo-
bal case studies of both non-EU and EU countries, 
including a provocative comparison of growth in the 
transition economies of the CEE (Central and Eas-
tern Europe) nations and the 12 non-Baltic states of 
the former Soviet Union. It then considers nominal 
as opposed to real convergence in the European Mo-
netary Union. Taken together, the chapters present a 
consistent argument that reliance on market forces-

within an open economy in a stable macroeconomic 
environment, with assured property rights, is the key 
to rapid economic growth. 

Contributors:

Anders Åslund, Leszek Balcerowicz, Manuel Bal-
maseda, Iain Begg, John Bradley, Vittorio Corbo L., 
Stanley Fischer, Leonardo Hernández T., Philip E. 
Keefer, Olle Krantz, Abel Moreira Mateus, Thomas 
O’Connell, Stephen L. Parente, Edward C. Prescott, 
Jacek Rostowski, Isaac Sabethai, Miguel Sebastián, 
Diarmaid Smyth, Athanasios Vamvakidis, José Ma-
ria Viñals, Wing Thye Woo, Nikolai Zoubanov

http://mitpress.mit.edu/catalog/item/default.
asp?ttype=2&tid=10877

Civil Society and Legitimate European Governan-
ce, Stijn Smismans (ed), Elgar, 2006, 352pp 

This book explores the concept of ‘civil society’, 
which over recent years has been revived and intro-
duced into the institutional debate within the EU. 
Significantly, EU institutions themselves have made 
reference to civil society and, on an academic plane, 
it has been argued that the debate on the legitimacy 
of European governance should value the role of ci-
vil society organisations. 

Contents: Preface Introduction Part I: Democratic 
Theory, Civil Society and European Governance 
Part II: The Legal and Institutional Context Part 
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III: The Policy and Associative Context Conclusion 
Index Contributors: K.A. Armstrong, P. Bonnor, P. 
Bouwen, L. Cram, O. De Schutter, R. Erne, C. Har-
low, H. Heinelt, P. Magnette, B. Meinke-Brandmaier, 
C. Ruzza, S. Saurugger, S. Smismans, A. Warleigh 

http:/ /www.e-elgar.co.uk/Bookentry_Main.
lasso?id=3526

Corporate and Institutional Transparency for Eco-
nomic Growth in Europe

Edited By Lars Oxelheim, Lund University, Swe-
den

’Transparency’ has in recent years become a buzz-
word in the economic-political debate about pro-
spects for economic growth in general and for Eu-
rope in particular. A number of events, trends, and 
developments – for example the East-Asian finan-
cial crisis, a series of corporate governance scandals 
in the United States and in Europe, the introduction 
of the euro as a common currency in part of the 
European Union, a global trend toward politically 
independent central banks, growing attention to en-
vironmental issues, and attempts to reform the go-
vernance structures of supranational and multilate-
ral organizations such as the EU and the UN – have 
made transparency an issue of highest concern. 
However, the long and winding road leading from 
improved transparency in Europe to increased eco-
nomic growth in the region has never been mapped 
out in a coherent way. The reason is simply that the 
causal chain from transparency to growth needs to 
be discussed in a comprehensive, interdisciplinary 
way, incorporating different research areas and tra-
ditions – from accounting to economics and politi-
cal science. This book attempts to bridge that gap in 
current literature. What is transparency?? Are there 
different kinds of it? What does it do? How much of 
it do we need, and for what purpose? In this book, 
the purpose of transparency is assumed ultimately 
to be higher rates of economic growth, and so the 
analyses in the different chapters take an instrumen-
tal view of transparency, where the relevant ques-
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tion is whether increased transparency leads to more 
efficient resource allocation. The chapters address 
transparency in different markets and at different 
levels: from corporate financial disclosure to lobby-
ing; from the risk incentives facing banks to compe-
tition and environmental policies. The book raises 
important questions and delivers a wealth of insights 
which will be of great use to a wide spectrum of 
audiences, including researchers and students on the 
one hand and policy makers, bureaucrats, and finan-
ce and investment professionals on the other. 

Contents 

Contributors Preface Outline of the book 1. Trans-
parency, capital formation, and economic growth 
Jens Forssbäck and Lars Oxelheim 2. Economic 
policy and institutional transparency: The ECB Iain 
Begg �. Transparency in competition policy Philip-
pe Gugler 4. Environmental policy and institutional 
transparency in Europe Thomas L. Brewer and Sa-
rianna M. Lundan �. Transparency in human capital 
policy − a prerequisite for economic growth Erik 
Mellander and Christina Håkanson 6. Transparency 
in bankruptcy law: A perspective on bankruptcy 
costs across Europe Karin S. Thorburn 7. Economic 
growth and the governance of the financial sector 
in the EU: What role for regulatory transparency? 
Jean-Pierre Casey 8. Bank insolvency procedures 
and market discipline in European banking Apanard 
Angkinand and Clas Wihlborg 9. Legal determinants 
of the return on equity Davide Lombardo and Marco 
Pagano 10. The European adoption of international 
financial reporting standards − effects on corporate 
transparency Magnus Bild and Walter Schuster 11. 
SOX around the world − corporate transparency and 
risk management disclosure of European issuers in 
the United States Sohnke M. Bartram, Georg Stadt-
mann, and Markus F. Wissmann 12. Transparency 
and capital structure in Europe: Evidence of firm, 
industry, and national institutional influences Raj 
Aggarwal and NyoNyo Aung Kyaw 1�. Multinatio-
nal enterprises and their lobbying activities in the 
European Union Amjad Hadjikhani and Pervez N. 
Ghauri 14. Corruption and FDI: Japanese FDI in-
flows into the EU, 1996−2002 Andrew Delios, Ram 
Mudambi, and Pietro Navarra
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http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/bookdescription.
cws_home/708575/description#description

Presenting Ourselves 
Partner 18 The Federal Trust for Educa-
tion and Research
The Federal Trust is a London-based think tank that 
studies governance at the regional, national, Euro-
pean and global level. Founded in 1945 on the ini-
tiative of Sir William Beveridge, it has long made a 
powerful contribution to the study of federalism and 
federal systems. It has always had a particular inte-
rest in the European Union and Britain’s place in it. 
The Trust is registered as a charity for the purposes 
of education and research and has no allegiance to 
any political party.

The Federal Trust draws on a variety of intellectual 
resources through its staff, Senior Research Fellows, 
Council Members and Patrons, as well as through 
regular input from well-regarded outside experts 
and practitioners.

The Federal Trust is currently undertaking a research 
project on “Democracy, Legitimacy and Accounta-
bility in the European Union”, under the chairman-
ship of Professor Vernon Bogdanor. This project ex-
amines how to improve the democracy, legitimacy 
and accountability of the European Union in light of 
the impasse over the EU Constitution. In particular 
it will attempt to set out recommendations on how 
to improve the standing of the EU with its citizens. 
These recommendations are aimed to foster consen-
sus and, as far as possible, be politically realisable 
within the EU’s current institutional structure.

Further projects currently run by the Federal Trust 
are “The Future of European Foreign Policy: Gover-
nance Structures and Institutional Frameworks” and 
“The Governance of the Euro: Determining a viable 
economic and political framework for the Eurozo-
ne”. Recent studies published by the Trust include a 
report on flexible integration in the European Union 



Eu-Consent Newsletter
No 3:2005  November

10

and a study of Parliamentary accountability of Bri-
tish Foreign Policy.

As part of the EU-CONSENT network, the Fede-
ral Trust is joint team leader with SWP Berlin of 
Team 8 “The European Parliament and European 
Politics”, part of Work Package IV on “Institutions 
and Political Actors: New Forms of Governance? 
Institutions & political actors”. The Trust organised 
the first workshop of this team on 30 March 2006 
in London under the heading “The European Parlia-
ment and the European Political Space.” 

Website: http://www.fedtrust.co.uk/

Address: 7, Graphite Square, Vauxhall Walk, Lon-
don SE11 �EE, UK

Phone: +44-(0)20 7735 4000 

Email: info@fedtrust.co.uk 

Brendan Donnelly

Brendan Donnelly has been the 
Director of the Federal Trust sin-
ce January 2003. He was educa-
ted at Oxford and later worked 
in the Foreign Office, the Euro-
pean Parliament and the Euro-
pean Commission. From 1994 
to 1999, he was a Member of 

the European Parliament, serving 
on the institutional affairs committee. His particular 
interest is in European institutional questions and 
the political identity of the European Union.

He has published numerous articles, pamphlets and 
essays on European topics for academic and poli-
tical publications, and has recently co-authored a 
study on Parliamentary accountability of British 
external policy entitled “Not in Our Name: Demo-
cracy and Foreign Policy in the UK”.

Contact: brendan.donnelly@fedtrust.co.uk
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Markus Wagner

Markus Wagner is a Research As-
sociate at the Federal Trust and 
a doctoral student at the London 
School of Economics. He is cur-
rently writing his dissertation on 
party competition on the liberal-
authoritarian dimension of po-
litical conflict. Further research 
interests include the European 

Parliament and Euroscepticism. His most recent pu-
blications for the Federal Trust include the Policy 
Briefs “To leave or not to leave? To leave or not to 
leave? The Conservatives and the European People’s 
Party in the European Parliament”, “Civil Liberties 
and Democracy in the EU: Assessing the Data Re-
tention Directive” and “Fresh Faces, Tired Policies? 
The German ’Grand Coalition’ and the EU”.

Contact: markus.wagner@fedtrust.co.uk

Ulrike Rüb

Ulrike Rüb is Senior Resear-
cher at the Federal Trust, whe-
re she has been working since 
2001. She is currently working 
on a project on Parliamentary 
accountability of British EU 
policy and co-ordinates the Fe-
deral Trust’s Working Groups. 
Previous projects examined 

flexible integration in the EU, EU governance and 
UK devolution. She also edits the Federal Trust’s 
European Newsletter. Her publications include the 
Policy Briefs (co-authored with Brendan Donnelly) 
“Flexibility and the European Constitution” and 
“Legitimacy and the European Union”, and she is 
editor of “European Governance: Views from the 
UK on Democracy, Participation and Policy-Ma-
king in the EU”.

Contact: ulrike.rub@fedtrust.co.uk


