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Editor’s Column
Dear friends,
Hopefully you all had a good and relaxing Christmas 
and New Year’s holiday. As the bleak sun of January 
has replaced the glitter of Christmas tinsel we also 
hope you feel ready to take part in the activities of 
the EU-CONSENT. Below you will find a number 
of reminders for several previously announced 
workshops and a call for expression of interest for 
a new one. 

The EU-CONSENT News in addition contains a 
short report from the Helsinki workshop of Work 
Package VII, team 23, organized by Paul Luif on 
15 December 2006. We are happy to receive reports 
from all workshops and conferences as well as from 
EU-CONSENT Lectures. Please send us a resumé 
so that we can give all those who have not been able 
to participate a glimpse of what has taken place! 

The CFSP Forum is out with a new issue and 
includes a number of interesting articles. We also 
have some new publications listed. Furthermore, 
we have added the announcements for the two EU-
CONSENT Lectures to be held in February, one by 
Mahulena Hoffmann in Cologne and one by Klaus 
Goetz in Cardiff.
We want to say welcome to our new external 
evaluator – Professor Antje Wiener, who is right 
now in Belfast but will soon take up a position in 
Bath, UK. You will find her resumé in this issue. 

As usual one of our member institutes presents 
itself – this time the Centre for European Economic 
Research (ZEW) in Mannheim. 

Last but not least, EU-25/27 Watch no. 4 is out!

Warm winter greetings

Gunilla and Kristin

EU-25/27 Watch No. 4 is Out! 
The new version of EU-25/27 Watch is just released. 
As usual it is an impressive piece of work, full of 
important information on how countries look on 
European issues.
Do remember to put the EU-25/27 Watch on your 
homepage! 
Several other things could be done as well to make 
journalists, researchers, diplomats and others aware 
of this work. A press release can easily be made 
based on the Brief Information given on the very last 
pages of the EU-CONSENT News. Within the next 
few days a Summary of the Watch will be produced 
and sent to all of you. The Summary can be sent out 
to interested, given to visitors etc. 

All of us have invested so much work and with so 
much success so let us all spread the information on 
the good work done in EU-CONSENT!
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Reminders

For more information see www.consent.net
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CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF  
INTEREST

Workshop

The role of implementing committees in 
the EU-27

Brussels, 20 April 2007

Work Package IV: EU Institutions and 
Political Actors

Team 6: Enlarged Institutions and Interaction with 
National Governments: New Challenges for the 
Council, Comitology and Policy Coordination

Team 6 is a research group set up within the EU-
CONSENT network of excellence and led by the 
European Institute of Public Administration (EIPA, 
Maastricht). It brings together scholars and practi-
tioners with shared research interests on the follow-
ing broad EU-related topics: the Council of Minis-
ters, the European Council, the European agencies 
and institutional cooperation in implementation.

The aim of this workshop, chaired by Thomas Chris-
tiansen and Beatrice Vaccari, is to analyse the role of 
the implementing committees in the EU policy proc-
ess, especially after enlargement. We would be very 
pleased to benefit from the participation of members 
of the other EU-CONSENT teams and students from 
the EU-CONSENT PhD Centre. 

The workshop programme will consist of three pan-
els, which will respectively look into:

1. The historical development of Comitology

2. Comitology practice after enlargement

3. The way forward: the 2006 comitology reform

Expressions of interest to participate in the workshop 
should be addressed, by 15 FEBRUARY 2007, to the 
EU-CONSENT coordinator at EIPA: s.piedrafita@
eipa.eu  Please, attach an outline of your envisaged 
contribution, a review of your research interests, 
projects and expertise relevant for the workshop, 
and the estimate of your travel costs. 
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Work Package II/III
Conference: Fourth WP meeting

Date: 21-22 March 2007

Location: Rome

Organizer: Anne Faber

Work Package XI
Third PhD School

Date: 23-26 April 2007

Location: Cambridge

Organizer: David Rijks, 

ddfr2@cam.ac.uk

Obs. The selection of participants will be announced 
on 28 February 2007!

Work Package VII – Team 22 
Conference: The CFSP: issues of representation 
and responsibility 

Date: 26-27 April 2007 

Location: Cambridge

Organizer: Prof. Christopher Hill/David Rijks 
(ddfr2@cam.ac.uk)

Work Package VI 
Workshop: Reviewing the EU budgetary system

Date: 6-7 March 2007

Location: Fondation Universitaire – Rue d’Egmont 
11 – 1000 Brussels

Local organization: Gloria Barilari

Contact person: Friedrich Heinemann

(Heinemann@zew.de)

Programme Committee: Iain Begg, Kálmán 
Dezséri, Friedrich Heinemann, Wolfgang Wessels



Welcome to the EU-CONSENT News! 
This is where you will find news on activities and results related 
to the project EU-CONSENT. Wider Europe, Deeper Integration? 
Constructing Europe Network. 

The EU-CONSENT is supported by the Sixth Framework Programme of the European Commission
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EU-CONSENT News is a newsletter for everyone 
who is not member of the EU-CONSENT project 
but who is interested in European integration and 
the future of Europe.
Please feel free to contact any member of the EU-
CONSENT for further information on the different 
work packages of this project!
EU-CONSENT News is published monthly by the 
Swedish Institue of International Affairs. For more 
information please see www.eu-consent.net

Editor’s Column

Dear friends,

Hopefully you all had a good and relaxing Christmas 
and New Year’s holiday. As the bleak sun of January 
has replaced the glitter of Christmas tinsel we also 
hope you feel ready to take part in the activities of 
the EU-CONSENT. Below you will find a number 
of reminders for several previously announced 
workshops.

The EU-CONSENT News in addition contains a 
short report from the Helsinki workshop of Work 
Package VII, team 23, organized by Paul Luif on 15 
December 2006 

The CFSP Forum is out with a new issue and includes 
a number of interesting articles. We also have some 
new publications listed.

We have also added the announcements for the two 
EU-CONSENT Lectures to be held in February, 
one by Mahulena Hoffmann in Cologne and one by 
Klaus Goetz in Cardiff. 

We want to say welcome to our new external 
evaluator – Professor Antje Wiener, who is right 
now in Belfast but will soon take up a position as 
Professor of Politics, University of Bath, UK. You 
will find her resumé in this issue. 

As usual one of our member institutes presents 
itself – this time the Centre for European Economic 
Research (ZEW) in Mannheim. 

Last but not least, EU-25/27 Watch No 4 is out! See 
the final pages of this issue.

Warm winter greetings

Gunilla and Kristin
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In the second session, two researchers presented 
papers on pertinent topics of JHA. One paper dealt 
with the EU JHA activities in the Western Balkans. 
The second paper dealt with a topic on which little 
research has been done until now, about the influence 
of the European Court of Justice on the external 
relations of the EU in the area of JHA. Although the 
ECJ has little power in the Third Pillar, still some 
decisions have been highly relevant here. Since 
the participants of the Workshop were officials and 
researchers, it offered a useful exchange of views 
from both sides. 

A further Workshop on the external effects of JHA is 
planned at the end of the German Presidency.

Eu-Consent News
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Workshops and Conferences in 
February
The second team 9 meeting:
Institutionalizing access: The Committee of the 
regions and the European Economic and Social 
Committee after enlargement 

Brussels, 14 February 2007

The third team 9 meeting:
Institutionalizing access: The Social Dialogue after 
enlargement. 

Brussels, 15 February 2007.  

For more information see: 

www.eu-consent.net/content.asp?ContentId=1297

The Internal Security of the European 
Union and its External Effects. The 
Activities during the Finnish Presidency

Workshop in Helsinki, 15 December 2006

By Paul Luif
Team 23 of the EU-CONSENT Network of Excellence 
organized on 15 December 2006 a Workshop in 
Helsinki on “The Internal Security of the European 
Union and Its External Effect. The Activities during 
the Finnish Presidency”. The Workshop was divided 
in two sessions. In the first session, officials from the 
Finnish Interior Ministry and the Foreign Ministry 
reported on the JHA (Justice and Home Affairs) 
activities during the Finnish EU Presidency. Finland 
stressed less the Western Balkans, which had been 
the focus of the Austrian Presidency before. Finland 
also used the working groups of the Council and 
did not employ the more informal friends of the 
Presidency formats.
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See the new issue of
CFSP Forum # 1, January 2007

This issue of CFSP Forum focuses on European 
peacekeeping and crisis management, on collective 
defence and the EU, and on the EU’s promotion of 
democracy in Central Asia. It also includes a useful 
database on all the ESDP missions launched so far. 

Index
• Europe and UNIFIL II Mission: Stumbling into the 
Conflict Zone of the Middle East 
• The EU and security in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo in 2006: Unfinished Business 
• NATO, The EU And Collective Defence 
• The Rhetoric-Reality Gap in the EU’s Democracy 
Promotion in Central Asia 
• Recently-published and forthcoming books and 
articles on European foreign policy 
• Database of ESDP Missions 

You will find the CFSP Forum at 
www.eu.consent.net. 
You can also download it directly at
http://www.fornet.info/documents/CFSP%20Forum
%20vol%205%20no%201.pdf



New Publications

Ingo Linsenmann, Christoph O. Meyer and Wolfgang 
Wessels (eds), Economic Government of the EU. A 
Balance Sheet of New Modes of Policy Coordination, 
Basingstoke, New York 2007

Atis Lejins (ed.), The EU Common Foreign and 
Security Policy Toward Russia: The Partnership 
and Cooperation Agreement as a Test Case, Riga: 
The Latvian Institute of International Affairs, 2006 
The publication can be downloaded at the website 
of the Latvian Institute of International Affairs at the 
following adress: http://www.lai.lv/Kopaa_ANG.
html 

See also www.consent.net for the FORNET 
bibliography, updated to December 2006.

EU-CONSENT Lectures in 
February

Mahulena Hofmann, Jean Monnet Chair, University 
of Giessen, will speak on ’Legal Framework / 
Constitutionalisation and Lessons Learned for 
Further Enlargements’; 
Place: University of Cologne
Time:  7 Feb. 2007, 16-18.

Klaus Goetz, University of Potsdam, will speak 
on ’European Governance: A Challenge of 
Synchronisation and Temporal Management’
Place: Cardiff University
Time: 28 Feb. 2007, 17.00.

Everyone interested is welcome to the EU- 
CONSENT lectures

New Evaluator - EU-CONSENT 

Professor Antje Wiener is now formally one of the 
three evaluators of EU-CONSENT after having 
been supported by the Steering Group and thereafter 
by the whole EU-CONSENT consortium. She fulfils 
this role in cooperation with the other two evaluators, 

Eu-Consent News

Professor Simon Bulmer, Manchester University 
and Professor Joseph Weiler, New York University. 
Her presentation is found below.

We want to wish her very welcome to the EU-
CONSENT consortium and hope that she will find 
the work interesting and enjoyable.

Professor Antje Wiener 
Professor of International 
Relations
Jean Monnet Chair in 
European Politics
(PhD Carleton)
Director, MA in 
International Politics
Director, Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence

On 1 March Antje Wiener will take up the position 
of Professor of Politics, University of Bath.

Teaching Areas
 International Relations Theory; Constitutionalisation 
in World Politics; Approaches to European 
Integration Theory; Rights Politics.

Research Interests 
My research interests and publications are in 
International Relations, European Integration 
theory and transnational law. To assess the political 
impact of conflict over central constitutional 
norms in world politics such as ‘the rule of law’, 
‘human rights’, ‘democracy’ and ‘citizenship’, I 
develop a transdisciplinary approach, bringing in 
reflexive sociology, historical institutionalism and 
international interactive law. 

The corresponding research projects have been 
supported by the British Academy Research 
Grants, the Social and Legal Studies Association, 
the Hanse Institute for Advanced Studies, and the 
European Commission’s Fifth and Sixth Framework 
Programmes.

Project director: ’Renegotiating rights. Labour 
regulation and the enlargement of the European 
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Presenting Ourselves

Partner no. 26 – Centre for European 
Economic Research (ZEW), Mannheim

The ZEW works in the field of empirical economic 
research. It is a non-profit economic research 
institute with the legal form of a limited liability 
company (GmbH). It was founded in 1990 on the 
initiative of the government of the federal state 
Baden-Württemberg, trade and industry, and the 
Mannheim University. In April 1991 the institute 
took up work and has expanded rapidly since then. 
At present, (as of October 31, 2006), 140 employees 
work at the ZEW, of which 2/3 are researchers. 
Professor Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Wolfgang Franz 
(President/Scientific Management) and Thomas 
Kohl (Director/Commercial Management) are 
heading the institute. 

The ZEW’s objectives are to carry out 
economic research, economic counselling and 
knowledge transfer. In these activities, the ZEW 
takes a predominantly microeconomic and 
microeconometric research approach to its research 
work and co-operates closely with other scientific 
disciplines, whenever the respective issue requires 
such. 

The ZEW’s research departments deal with the 
following topics:

•  Labour Markets, Human Resources, and Social 
Policy;
•  Labour Markets, Human Resources, and Social 
Policy;
•  Industrial Economics and International 
Management;
•  Corporate Taxation and Public Finance; 
•  Environmental and Resource Economics, 
Environmental Management;
•  Information and Communication Technologies 

Eu-Consent News
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Union’, sponsored by the British Academy with a 
Larger Research Grant.

Convenor of Democratic Constitutionalism 
(DemCon) with Professor Sally Wheeler. DemCon is 
an eminent speakers series organised by Politics and 
Law and sponsored by the Institute of Governance 
at Queen’s. For current and forthcoming events. 

2006: Professor Antje Wiener was awarded a 
fellowship as ‘Guest of the President’ at the Science 
Centre for Social Research (WZB) in Berlin, 
where she worked on the projects of ‘Democratic 
Constitutionalism Beyond the State’ and ‘European’ 
Citizenship Practice.

Recent/Selected Publications 

• Wiener, Antje.  Soft Institutions, in:  Bogdandy, 
Armin von (ed), European Constitutional Law, Hart 
Publ. 2006, 419-449. 

• Wiener, Antje. Contested Compliance: Interventions 
on the Normative Structure of World Politics. 
European Journal of International Relations 10, 2 
(2004) 189-234. 

• Wiener, Antje and Guido Schwellnus. Contested 
Norms of European Enlargement, in: Bermann, 
George and Katharina Pistor (eds), Law and 
Governance in an Enlarged Europe, Hart Publ. 
(2004) 455 - 488. 

• Wiener, Antje. Constructivism: The Limits of 
Bridging Gaps. Journal of International Relations 
and Development 6, 2 (2003) 253-276. 

• Wiener, Antje and Thomas Diez, eds. Theories of 
European Integration: Past, Present and Future, 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 

• Wiener, Antje. ’European’ Citizenship Practice - 
Building Institutions of a Non-State, Boulder, Col.: 
Westview Press, 1998 (1999 paperback edition). 



Within CONSENT, ZEW has taken over 
responsibility within workpackage VI with a 
particular involvement in team 18 (“The financial 
constitution for the new EU”).

Dr. Friedrich Heinemann, Team Leader

Dr. Friedrich Heinemann is 
head of the ZEW department 
“Corporate Taxation 
and Public Finance” 
since January 2005. He 
studied economics and 
history at the University 
of Münster, the London 
School of Economics 
and the University of 

Mannheim. After graduating (Diplom-Volkswirt) at 
the University of Mannheim he joined the ZEW in 
1991. In 1995 he received his Ph. D. (“Dr. rer. pol.”) 
from the University of Mannheim. His doctoral 
dissertation deals with the ”Financial Constitution 
and Competencies of the European Union after 
Maastricht”. His present research interests are: 
monetary and fiscal policy and institutions in the 
EU, determinants of structural reforms, determinants 
of economic growth. Heinemann is board member 
of the Arbeitskreis Europäische Integration and 
member of the Scientific Board of the Institut für 
Europäische Politik (IEP), Berlin.

Dr. Katrin Ullrich, Senior Researcher

Katrin Ullrich studied economics 
at the University Halle, where 
she received her diploma in 
1998. She specialized in finance, 
growth and business cycles. 
Then she worked as a research 
assistant at the University 
Halle-Wittenberg. Since May 
2002 she is working at the ZEW 

in the department ”International Finance, Financial 
Management and Macroeconomics”. In November 
2003 she received her Ph.D. from the University 
Halle. Her doctoral dissertation deals with market 
microstructure and asymmetric information. Since 

Eu-Consent News
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July 2003 she also is a member of the ”WIN-Kolleg” 
of the Heidelberg Academy of Sciences. Her main 
field of research is macroeconomics, especially 
monetary theory and policy in the context of the 
European Monetary Union and its enlargement.
Dr. Katrin Ullrich is Researcher (2002-), Centre for 
European Economic Research (ZEW) Mannheim. 
Member of the ‘WIN-Kolleg’ of the Heidelberg 
Academy of Sciences.

Steffen Osterloh, Research Fellow

Steffen Osterloh obtained his 
diploma degree in economics 
from Mannheim University. 
He joined the ZEW´s research 
department ”Corporate 
Taxation and Public Finance” 
in 2006. His research interests 
are public finance, especially 
the reform of the EU´s system 
of own resources, as well as 

European monetary integration.

Phlipp Mohl, Research Fellow

Philipp Mohl is working as a 
research fellow at the ZEW. He 
studied at the Free University 
Berlin and at the University 
of Bologna and he has Master 
degrees in both Economics and 
Political Sciences. His major 
fields of interest are Political 
Economics and European 
Macroeconomics. He recently 

published a paper titled ”Does the EMU-enlargement 
impair price stability in Europe? A voting power 
analysis of the ECB reform” in Homo Oeconomicus. 
Before joining the ZEW, Philipp Mohl worked as a 
trainee at the European Commission (DG Ecfin). 



EU-25/27 Watch No. 4 is Out!

The new version of EU-25/27 Watch is just released. 
As usual it is an impressive piece of work, full of 
important information on how the 27 EU countries 
as well as Croatia and Turkey look on the most 
crucial European issues. 

The Brief Information included in this issue 
provides a list of the topics brought up in this issue 
and also describes the project itself. A Summary will 
be prepared and will be available shortly as well. 
These can, however, only give a glimpse of the 
views expressed. In order to get a full view of any 
of these topics, please turn to the document itself 
and click on the chapter in question! The document 
is available on the homepage of EU-CONSENT 
(www.eu-consent.net) and on the internet sites of all 
contributing institutes, e.g. www.iep-berlin.de and 
www.ui.se.

Make or break – the EU in 2007

Under this heading the editors, Barbara Lippert and 
Timo Goosmann at the Institut für Europäische Politik 
(IEP) in Berlin, summarize the country analyses. 
They mention the great expectations resting on the 
German EU presidency as regards the Constitutional 
settlement but also the acknowledgement by member 
states of the narrow margins of the presidency to 
act. Nobody believes that the German government 
can accomplish any miracles, considering the 
circumstances. The general view seems to be that 
the Treaty will not be scrapped but rather be a basis 
for further negotiations. 

The Berlin declaration seems to be a less crucial 
issue, but important in that it is expected to touch the 
important issues for the EU today, avoiding empty 
rhetoric. Crucially the Berlin declaration should 
help to regain citizens’ interest in and support for 
European integration. 

Enlargement on the other hand is a more divisive 
issue and the term “absorption capacity” far from 

Eu-Consent News
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endorsed by all. Still, however, there is solid support 
for membership of the Western Balkans.

Energy policy is another top concern of member 
states and the EU, also with the potential of being 
a dividing issue. Russian relations is an important 
component and the new agreement to succeed the 
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement comes in as 
well. This is an area in which there is furthermore a 
clear division between new and old EU countries. 

The crux of it all, as seen by the editors, is the need to 
revive the impetus for a renewed solidarity between 
all 27 member states. The trust of the European 
citizens is not gained by lofty declarations but only 
through solid work. 

Do you want to learn more about 
the project? Welcome to 

www.eu-consent.net!



Brief Information

EU-25/27 Watch
The enlarged EU of 27 members is in a process of 
reshaping its constitutional and political order and 
at the same time of expanding its membership and 
taking on new obligations in international politics. 
This project sheds light on key issues and challenges 
of European integration. Institutes from all 27 EU 
member states as well as from Croatia and Turkey 
participate in this survey. The aim is to give a 
full comparative picture of debates on European 
integration and current developments in European 
politics in each of these countries. 

Topics discussed in EU-25/27 Watch, No. 4 / 
January 2007

• Expectations for the German EU Presidency
• Elements for the Berlin declaration
• Scenarios for future negotiations of the 
Constitutional Treaty
• Absorption capacity
• European energy policy
• Justice and Home Affairs/European immigration 
policy
• Lebanon/Middle East
• Russia and the European Neighbourhood Policy
• Current/Upcoming events and issues

This survey was conducted on the basis of a 
questionnaire that has been elaborated in August 
2006 by all participating institutes. Most reports 
were delivered by November 2006. Issues of EU-
25/27 Watch are available on the homepage of 
EU-CONSENT (www.eu-consent.net) and on the 
internet sites of all contributing institutes, e.g. www.
iep-berlin.de and www.ui.se. 

The Institut für Europäische Politik (IEP) in Berlin 
coordinates and edits EU-25/27 Watch. Contact 
persons at the IEP are Barbara Lippert (barbara.
lippert@iep-berlin.de) and Timo Goosmann (timo.
goosmann@iep-berlin.de).
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