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Editor’s Column

Dear friends,

There is right now an intense activity within all the 
work packages of EU-CONSENT. In the Newsletter 
two calls for expressions of interest are announced 
for the first time and one is announced as a reminder 
with an extended deadline. In the News, as usual, 
the workshops of the coming month are announced. 
In March there will be two of them.  

Several pieces of news are announced. First of 
all the Agora discussion forum is relaunched. See 
the announcement for subjects that will give you 
inspiration to participate! The list of translations of 
leaflets is getting longer – we now also have a German 
version. There is also in the News section a report 
from the EU-CONSENT lecture in Cologne held by 
Mahulena Hoffmann of Giessen University. Finally, 
as usual, we have a presentation of one of the EU-
CONSENT members. This time it is the Institute for 
World Economics (IWE) of the Hungarian Academy 
of Sciences in Budapest.

Best wishes from Stockholm

Gunilla and Kristin

EU-25/27 Watch, No. 4 

Hopefully you have now posted the new issue of EU-
25/27 Watch on your homepages. If you have not yet 
done so, now is the time to do it! Don’t forget to use 
also the Brief Information and the Summary sent 
out previously. They can both be sent out to press 
and others who might be interested. The Summary 
can also be printed out and put on display at your 
institutes for visitors to get a glimpse of what the 
EU-25/27 is about. 

All of these three can be found and loaded down 
from the website: www.eu-consent.net 
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CALLS FOR EXPRESSION OF 
INTEREST

Workshop in Budapest

WP II/III. Team 5

Preparing presidencies:
The incoming EU presidencies in the new 

member states

Budapest, 12-13 April 2007

Team 5 of the EU-CONSENT has launched a new 
project for preparing the presidencies in the new 
member states and intends to organize a workshop to 
establish a framework for further cooperation in this 
field. One of the two team leaders, Kálmán Dezséri, 
will outline some major ideas to be discussed by the 
participants who are expected to present some ideas 
in short drafts about the suggested topics and the 
main directions of this research. The first draft of 
this introductory paper has been attached to this call 
for the expression of interest.

The conference programme in three panels

1. 12 April, Thursday afternoon: The roles and 
functions of presidencies
The main changes in the presidency regulations 
since December 2005 and the general features of the 
Council presidencies
2. 13 April, Friday morning: The experiences of the 
current team presidency
The discussion of the 18-month programme of the 
current team presidency with special focus on the 
cooperation between the presidency partners
3. 13 April, Friday afternoon: Planning for the new 
members’ presidencies
Suggesting priorities for the new member states in 
preparing their presidencies and for the possibilities 
of the V4 cooperation
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Receptions will be held Thursday and Friday 
evening, and for those who stay until Sunday 
morning there will on  Saturday afternoon  be a social 
programme in Budapest. The conference will also be 
supported in these programmes by some Hungarian 
foundations. The organizers will cover the travel and 
accommodation costs of the participants. 

Deadline for expressions of interests: 10 March 
2007. Short draft presentations have to be sent and 
circulated before 31 March 2007.

Contact person: Kálmán Dezséri
E-mail: kdezseri@vki.hu

Workshop in Cardiff

WP VI. Team 17

The Changing World of European Central 
Banking: Internationalization and 

Europeanization 

Responsible: Kenneth Dyson

Cardiff, 19-20 April 2007

This workshop examines the extent to which, and 
ways in which, European financial integration, 
monetary and political union, and EU enlargement 
have affected the functions, structures and 
power of European central banks. It sets these 
‘Europeanization’ processes, the mechanisms 
involved, and the differing effects, in their wider 
global context. Three questions are central:
• What has been the role of Economic and Monetary 
Union in changing European central banking?
• To what extent, in what ways, and for which reasons, 
have national central banks sought to develop 
distinctive roles in European central banking?
• Has the Euro Area been associated with convergence 
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15.30 – 15.45 Tea

15.45 – 17.15 Central Banking in Belgium and 
Italy
Ivo Maes (Belgian National Bank) and Lucia 
Quaglia (Sussex University) 
Discussant: Charles Goodhart (LSE) 

17.15 – 17.30 Tea

18.30 –  Dinner 

Friday 20 April 2007

09.30 – 11.00 Banking and Financial Market 
Supervision 
Michael Moran (Manchester University)
Discussant: Lucia Quaglia 

11.00 – 11.15 Coffee

11.15 – 12.45 Accountability and Transparency
Nicolas Jabko (CERI, Sciences Po, Paris)
Discussant: Gaby Umbach
 
12.45 – 13.45 Lunch

13.45 – 15.15  Economic Research 
Martin Marcussen (University of Copenhagen)
Discussant: Ivo Maes 

15.15 - 15.45 Tea

15.45 – 16.30 Conclusions.

Contact person: Richard Harry
E-mail: richardnharry@hotmail.com
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The conference offers an opportunity to listen to 
very preliminary drafts of some chapters for a 
forthcoming Oxford University Press book. 

The workshop is part of the work programme of 
the EU 6th Framework network of excellence (EU-
CONSENT) on ‘Wider Europe, Deeper Integration?’ 
The next stage is a large British Academy/EU 
CONSENT conference in London in November 
2007.

In particular, we would like to encourage participation 
by PhD students.

DRAFT PROGRAMME

Thursday 19 April 2007

08.30 – 9.00 Arrival and Registration

09.00 – 09.30 Welcome and Introduction: Are 
There Patterns in European Central Banking?
Kenneth Dyson (Cardiff University) and Martin 
Marcussen (Copenhagen University)

09.30 – 11.00 The European System of Central 
Banks: Implications for ‘Insiders’ and ‘Outsiders’
Gaby Umbach (Cologne University) 
Discussant: Nicolas Jabko (Paris) 

11.00 – 11.30 Coffee

11.30 – 13.00 The Bank of England
Charles Goodhart (LSE) 
Discussant: Martin Marcussen

13.00 – 14.00 Lunch

14.00 – 15.30 Central Banking in the Baltic States 
and East Central Europe
Bela Greskovits (Central European University, 
Budapest) 
Discussant: Kenneth Dyson (Cardiff University) 
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Please note, this is a reminder, including an ex-
tended deadline!

The role of implementing committees in 
the EU-27

  Work Package IV: EU Institutions and Political 
Actors

Team 6: Enlarged Institutions and Interaction 
with National Governments: New Challenges for 

the Council, Comitology and Policy Coordina-
tion

Brussels, 20 April 2007

The aim of this workshop, chaired by Thomas Chris-
tiansen and Beatrice Vaccari, is to analyse the role of 
the implementing committees in the EU policy proc-
ess, especially after enlargement. We would be very 
pleased to benefit from the participation  of other  
EU-CONSENT  members  and PhD students.  

The workshop programme will consist of three pan-
els, which will respectively look into:

1. The historical development of Comitology

2. Comitology practice after enlargement

3. The way forward: the 2006 comitology reform

Should you be interested in attending the workshop, 
please send your expression of interest, together with 
the estimate of your travel costs, to Sonia Piedrafita 
s.piedrafita@eipa.eu by 10 MARCH 2007. 

Re-launch of ‘AGORA’ – the EU-
CONSENT discussion forum
We are proud to announce that one of the core activi-
ties within EU-CONSENT – the discussion forum 
‘AGORA’ – has been re-launched at the end of Feb-
ruary 2007.

After a rather slow start during EU-CONSENT´s 
first year and its vanishing from WEB-CONSENT 
all together due to severe technical problems at the 
end of 2006 the Agora has been restructured and is 
open to your contributions from now on. 

Your contributions are certainly very welcome so 
please visit www.eu-consent.net. 

The discussion area is one of the major tools for pro-
moting communication and integration of the net-
work by providing sufficient space for exchange of 
thoughts which will enable the partners from differ-
ent disciplines to become familiar with each other 
and to deepen their mutual knowledge.

The currently re-opened discussion within the Agora 
is aiming at preparing, accompanying and structur-
ing the EU Presidencies and their outcomes.

At the Stakeholder Conference ‘Moving the EU 
forward: Priorities of the German EU Presidency’ 
in Berlin 30th November and 1st December 2006 a 
document called ‘Seven recommendations for con-
cluding a successful German EU Presidency 2007’ 
was presented. These seven points can be accessed 
via the Agora. Among other recommendations they 
state that the Constitutional Treaty which had been 
ratified by a big majority of EU member states should 
be regarded as the basis for any further debate on in-
stitutional and political reform. 

In light of the so called ‘Berlin Declaration’ which 
is scheduled to be issued on March 25th in remem-
brance of the 50th anniversary of the Rome Treaties 
you are invited to discuss whether such a declaration 
should include a reference to the importance of the 
EU Constitutional Treaty.

Your comments and remarks can then lead into a 
discussion on the priorities of and recommendations 
for the Portuguese EU Presidency.

We are looking forward to an interesting and valu-
able discussion at our AGORA (www.eu-consent.
net). 

Furthermore, ideas for additional relevant topics are 
always welcome. But please before publishing those 
on the Agora contact the webmaster Maritza Crico-
rian at the IAI (iai@iai.it) or the project and financial 
manager Funda Tekin (funda.tekin@uni-koeln.de).
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EU-CONSENT News is a newsletter for everyone 
who is not member of the EU-CONSENT project 
but who is interested in European integration and 
the future of Europe.
Please feel free to contact any member of the EU-
CONSENT for further information on the different 
work packages of this project!
EU-CONSENT News is published monthly by the 
Swedish Institue of International Affairs. For more 
information please see www.eu-consent.net

Editor’s Column

Dear friends,

There is right now an intense activity within all the 
work packages of EU-CONSENT. Many workshops 
are now in the planning stage and will take place 
during the spring. In the EU-CONSENT News, 
as usual, the workshops of the coming month are 
announced. In March there will be two of them.  

Several pieces of news are announced. First of all 
the Agora discussion forum is relaunched. The list 
of translations of leaflets is getting longer – we now 
also have a German version. There is also in the 
News a report from the EU-CONSENT lecture in 
Cologne held by Mahulena Hoffmann of Giessen 
University. Finally, as usual, we have a presentation 
of one of the EU-CONSENT members. This time it 
is the Institute for World Economics (IWE) of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences in Budapest.

Best wishes from Stockholm

Gunilla and Kristin 

EU-25/27 Watch, No 4 

The EU-25/27 Watch no 4 is available on many 
homepages and the website of the EU-CONSENT. 
Have a look at this topical document in which crucial 
issues for the EU’s future are analysed by experts 
from all EU member states and two of the candidate 
nations. Look also at the Brief Information sheet and 
the Summary of the EU-25/27 Watch no. 4, which 
can be used to get a glimpse of what the EU-25/27 
is about! 

For all three documents see: www.eu-consent.net.
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A German Leaflet!

In addition to the English, Polish and Bulgarian leaflets 
we now also have a German one. As always it can be 
ordered free of charge from Stockholm.  All partners are 
encouraged to produce leaflets in their own language 
and we will take care of the printing! 

Workshops and Conferences in 
March

Work Package VI

Workshop: Reviewing the EU budgetary system
Date: 6-7 March 2007
Location: Fondation Universitaire, Rue d’Egmont 11 
– 1000 Brussels
Local Organization: Gloria Barilari
Contact person: Friedrich Heinemann (Heine-
mann@zew.de)
Programme Committee: Iain Begg, Kálmán Dez-
seri, Friedrich Heinemann, Wolfgang Wessels

Work Package II/III

Conference: Fourth WP meeting
Date: 21-22 March 2007
Location: Rome
Organizer: Anne Faber (afaber@uni-koeln.de)

EU-CONSENT Lectures

February 2007 is a rather intense month with regards 
to EU-CONSENT lectures. Two lectures take place: 
one was held by Mahulena Hofmann in Cologne (7 
February 2007) and the other one is held by Klaus 
Goetz in Cardiff (28 February 2007).

Due to the deadline of this News a brief report on the 
EU-CONSENT Lecture in Cardiff will be provided 
in the next issue of EU-CONSENT News.

The lecture at the University of Cologne was highly 
interesting and very well received.
Prof. Mahulena Hofmann, who holds a Jean Monnet 
Chair at the University in Gießen, spoke about ‘Le-
gal framework / Constitutionalisation and lessons 
learned regarding further EU enlargements’. 

For more information, see
www.eu-consent.net

For more information, see
www.eu-consent.net
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The lecture focused on providing a detailed over-
view on the different accession criteria and the 
requirements for adaptation in the political, admi-
nistrative and judicial systems of the accession can-
didate in question. Drawing from her experiences 
with the system of the Czech Republic and Slovakia 
she presented a comprehensive insight in different 
adaptation and implementation procedures. 

Prof. Hofmann concluded by providing an outlook 
on future accession rounds, thereby also referring to 
the key terms of consolidation, conditionality and 
communication, which represented a focal point for 
the following discussion.

Her contribution was commented by Prof. Angelika 
Nussberger (University of Cologne), who has a spe-
cial expertise in Eastern law and who furthermore is 
well acquainted with Prof. Hofmann´s research.

A comment from the political scientist perspective 
was provided by the co-ordinator of EU-CONSENT 
Prof. Wolfgang Wessels.

Those two comments provided an interesting insight 
in the different approaches to the topic depending on 
the research discipline and opened a lively and in-
tense discussion with the interdisciplinary audience 
from political science and the law faculty.

We thank Mahulena Hofmann for this very interes-
ting lecture and we are looking forward to the upco-
ming EU-CONSENT lectures.

Re-launch of ’AGORA’ – the EU-
CONSENT discussion forum

We are proud to announce that one of the core acti-
vities within EU-CONSENT – the discussion forum 
‘AGORA’ – has been re-launched.

After a rather slow start during EU-CONSENT´s 
first year and its vanishing from WEB-CONSENT 
all together due to severe technical problems at the 
end of 2006 the Agora has been restructured and is 
open to contributions by EU-CONSENT partners 
from now on. 

The discussion area is one of the major tools for 
promoting communication and integration of the 
network by providing sufficient space for exchange 
of thoughts which will enable the partners from dif-
ferent disciplines to become familiar with each other 
and to deepen their mutual knowledge.

The currently re-opened discussion within the Agora 
is aiming at preparing, accompanying and structur-
ing the EU Presidencies and their outcomes.

At the Stakeholder Conference ‘Moving the EU for-
ward: Priorities of the German EU Presidency’ in 
Berlin 30th November and 1st December 2006 a do-
cument called ‘Seven recommendations for conclu-
ding a successful German EU Presidency 2007’ was 
presented. These seven points can be accessed at the 
website: www.eu-consent.net. 

In light of the so called ‘Berlin Declaration’, which 
is scheduled to be issued on March 25th in remem-
brance of the 50th anniversary of the Rome Treaties, 
the discussion will concern whether such a declara-
tion should include a reference to the importance of 
the EU Constitutional Treaty.

Comments and remarks can then lead into a discus-
sion on the priorities of and recommendations for 
the Portuguese EU Presidency. Future recommenda-
tions made by the EU-CONSENT consortium will 
continue to be posted on the website: www.eu-con-
sent.net.

Presenting Ourselves
Partner no. 27 - The Institute for World Eco-
nomics (IWE), Budapest

The Institute for World Economics (IWE) is an in-
stitute of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Es-
tablished in 1973, it has become one of the major 
policy-oriented international research institutes and 
economic-policy think tanks in Central Europe.

Its main research task is to study the underlying 
trends and factors behind global and regional eco-
nomic developments, and to examine their present 
and future impact on the Hungarian economy. In ad-
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dition, it sets out to contribute to international re-
search, through cooperation with top research insti-
tutes throughout the world. It pays special attention 
to economic and political processes in Europe—
within the EU and Central Eastern Europe—and to 
the challenges of globalization. 

The main research topics of the institute are the 
following:

1. General issues of the world economy
Research into new theoretical and economic-policy 
aspects of world economic development remains 
one of the pillars of Institute’s activity.

The institute pays special attention to the global 
transformation process of the world economy, to 
the world order, to the functioning and role of in-
ternational organisations and cooperation systems. 
Special research topics are among others the global 
energy-economy, the role and relevance of the trans-
national companies in the global world economy 
and the USA.

2 The European Union
The Institute has been examining integration deve-
lopments in Western Europe continually for thirty 
years, under international and domestic research 
projects. As a result, it is able to produce strategic 
background studies on the integration opportunities 
facing the Hungarian economy. The accession nego-
tiation and then the EU membership increased the 
importance of this task. Europe’s place and role in 
the global processes remains decisive to our research 
objectives, especially the internal development and 
further enlargement of the EU, which pose new 
challenges for Hungary as well. Within this range of 
subject matter, a special place goes to the open ques-
tions of the EU’s future: political union, adjustment 
to globalization, trends towards re-nationalization, 
multi-speed integration, the future of the solidarity 
principle, and so on.

Participating in the EU-CONSENT cooperation has 
particular importance in the carrying out the research 
tasks of the institute. To this end ten research fellows 
of the institute signed up for various teams in the 

EU-CONSENT network. Team No.18 (EU budget) 
is co-chaired by one of them. This team organised 
a seminar in our institute in Budapest in May, 2006 
and will have a conference on 6 March this year. 
Another seminar will be held in Budapest in May to 
produce a working document on the topical issues 
and problems of the EU budget revision in 2008-
09.

3. Central , South-Eastern and Eastern Europe: eco-
nomic transition and adjustment
Economic modernization of the Central, South-Eas-
tern and Eastern European countries, conditions for 
sustainable growth, strategies and methods for cat-
ching up, and the causes and consequences of unsuc-
cessful modernization have been among the major 
research fields for the Institute in recent years. Opp-
ortunities will open in the coming years to attempt 
to sum up the characteristics of the transformation, 
based on the experiences of more than ten years.

An additional research area of importance to have 
appeared is comparative analysis of the integration 
behaviour of the countries entering the EU, inclu-
ding examination of the new quality in the relations 
between them. In the last years, research is focused 
more on Bulgaria and Rumania as new member 
countries, but also on Croatia and the Ukraine, both 
neighbour countries with improving political and 
economic relations to Hungary.

4. Development studies
Development studies form a classic field of re-
search at the Institute. They cover on the one hand 
macroeconomic issues concerning the developing 
countries, such as adjustment to the world economy, 
structural transformation, regional cooperation, debt 
crises, population explosions, food problems and the 
oil question. On the other hand, the research extends 
to individual developing countries and regions in 
Asia, Latin America, Africa and the Middle East. The 
third line of research covers the system of relations 
between Hungary and the developing countries, and 
the country’s donor policy, in view of the fact that 
membership of the OECD Development Assistance 
Committee and accession to the EU requires that an 
independent aid policy should be devised.
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5. Asia research
Japan and East and South-East Asia, in line with 
their economic importance, are handled as a special 
regional focus whose development and main cha-
racteristics are monitored by a five-person research 
team at the Institute. On the one hand, they analyse 
topics affecting the whole region, such as responses 
to globalization, the so-called Asian values, moder-
nization, concepts of democracy, management met-
hods, and development opportunities for various co-
operation frameworks, such as APEC (Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation) and ASEAN (Association 
of South-East Asian Nations). Also covered as se-
parate research topics are developments in countries 
of outstanding performance, such as Japan (finding 
a way out of the ‘lost decade’), the Chinese People’s 
Republic (formation of a ‘greater Chinese commu-
nity’) and ASEM (the Asia-Europe Dialogue).

6. Infrastructure and services
The IWE examines the effects that development and 
modernization of infrastructure and services have on 
the economy, including a country’s competitiveness. 
Infrastructure is seen as one of the decisive factors 
behind rapid, sustainable economic development, 
catching up, and international competitiveness.
The researchers use comprehensive international and 
domestic comparative analyses to help in evaluating 
the state of the Hungarian infrastructure, especially 
requirements and expectations associated with entry 
into the EU. Close attention is paid in the analyses to 
the major infrastructural fields: transport (including 
all six sub-sectors), water management, housing and 
health, education and culture, info-communications, 
and the energy sector.

Kálmán Dezséri (Ph.D., 
M.A in economics) is a 
senior research fellow of 
the IWE. He studied at the 
University of Economics 
(Budapest), IDS Univer-
sity of Sussex (Brighton, 
UK), Institut für Weltwirt-
schaft (Kiel, Germany) and 
Princeton University (US). 
He currently works for the 
Centre for European Inte-

gration of IWE and deals with financial, monetary 
and trade issues of the EU. Kálmán Dezséri’s re-
search areas include exchange rate policy, interna-
tional trade policy, international monetary system, 
and some EU community policies. He is lecturer 
at universities in Budapest and taught European 
Studies at Kansas University (US) in 2000. In the 
EU-CONSENT network Kálmán Dezséri holds the 
co-leadership of Team 18 together with Dr Friedrich 
Heinemann.

András Inotai, Prof. dr 
and general director, has 
studied linguistics and 
economics. He worked 
as Head of the Strategic 
Task Force on Integration 
into the European Union 
(a think tank assisting the 
government of Hungary 
during the accession ne-
gotiations 1996-98). He 
also worked for the Trade 
Policy Division of the 
World Bank 1989-91. An-

drás Inotai was a visiting research fellow at the Insti-
tut für Weltwirtschaft, Kiel (Germany) in 1971, and 
a visiting professor at San Marcos University, Lima 
(Peru) in 1972-73. His major fields of research acti-
vities are economic integration, EU enlargement to 
Central and Eastern Europe, transformation econo-
mics, structural changes in the world economy in the 
area of globalization, direct capital flows and host 
country behaviour, reforming the Hungarian eco-
nomic policy. András Inotai has published several 
books and about 400 articles in various languages. 
He is Prof. of College of Europe Bruges (Belgium) 
and Natolin (Poland) since 1993 and taught at Co-
lumbia University, New York (US) in 2002.


