
Eu-Consent 
Newsletter

Contents
Editor’s Column  1

News on the Network  2

Upcoming Events and Activities  3

Reports on EU-CONSENT Activities   5
News from member institutes  6
New Publications  7

Dear friends,

Welcome to the September issue of the EU-
CONSENT Newsletter! 

In November conferences will be organized in 
Budapest and Prague, on ‘Integrative Balancing in 
the New Member States’ and ‘Social Actors and 
Transfer of Models’ respectively. In this Newsletter 
you will find further details on these events and 
information on how to get involved. We also want to 
remind you of the TEPSA pre-presidency conference 
in Ljubljana on 3-4 December.

This issue also contains other important information. 
The next round of EU-CONSENT Lectures has now 
been launched. Please send your proposals before 
15 October. You will also find the list of contents 
of the CFSP Forum no. 5, which is just out, as well 
as reports on recent EU-CONSENT activities, news 
from member institutes and announcements for a 
number of new publications by EU-CONSENT 
members. Finally, please remember that the deadline 
for registration for the Plenary Conference is 1 
October. 

Looking forward to seeing you in Brussels in two 
weeks!

Best wishes from Stockholm,

Gunilla and Martin
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Editor’s Column

!Reminder Plenary Conference!

Dear members of the network!

Our third EU-CONSENT Plenary Conference, 
which will take place in Brussels from 18th 
to 19th October, is coming up. Please don’t 

forget to register before 1 October! All 
necessary information regarding registration, 
agenda, speakers, travel arrangements etc. is 

accessible at the plenary section of our website 
(www.eu-consent.net) which will be updated 

constantly.

For questions still remaining after thorough 
consultation of the website, please contact 

funda.tekin@uni-koeln.de or gaby.umbach@
uni-koeln.de.

Looking forward to seeing you in Brussels! 

The Cologne Team



Eu-Consent Newsletter
No 8:2007 September

EU-CONSENT is supported by the Sixth Framework Programme of the European Commission 2

EU-CONSENT Lecture Series

Dear EU-CONSENT members,

The next round of ‘EU-CONSENT Lectures’ has 
been launched!

EU-CONSENT Lectures is a series of six lectures 
given by experts from within our network of excel-
lence to the broader public (students, practitioners 
and aiming at good media coverage) throughout the 
year.

The University of Cologne will finance six EU-
CONSENT Lectures in total (fixed amount for travel 
expenses; accommodation; room rent if necessary).

In case you are interested in organising such a lec-
ture at your institute please send the coordinator 
(funda.tekin@uni-koeln.de) information on:

whom you would like to invite.• 

the  topic of the lecture and the respective exper-• 
tise of the lecturer.

date and location of the lecture.• 

type of audience.• 

envisaged costs. • 

The deadline for submitting the proposals for EU-
CONSENT Lectures is Monday 15 October 2007.

The Cologne team

News on the Network

!Out now! 

New issue of CFSP Forum 
(Vol. 5, No. 5, September 2007)

The latest issue of CFSP Forum contains the 
following articles.

Index

Giovanni Grevi: ’Making EU Foreign Po-•	
licy: The Role of the EU Special Repre-
sentatives’

Petar Petrov and Hylke Dijkstra: ’Towards •	
Maturity: The Recent Institutional Reform 
of the ESDP’

Ramses A. Wessel: ’Legal Responsibility •	
for Agreements concluded by the Euro-
pean Union’

Alister Miskimmon: ’The Limits of Europe-•	
anisation: British-German Co-Operation 
within ESDP’

David Phinnemore: ’Ecpectations and •	
Experiences in EU External Relations: 
The First Nine Months of Romania’s EU 
Membership’

You	will	find	the	CFSP	Forum	at	
www.eu-consent.net.

You can also download it directly at 
http://www.fornet.info.
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Deepening in an enlarged 
Europe: Integrative balancing 

in the new member   states

Budapest, 16-17 November 2007

Workshop organized by Team 5 (Transition and 
Europeanisation) under ‘Theories and Approaches’ 

(WP II/III)

Team 5 of EU-CONSENT launched a new project 
in April 2007 for preparing the EU presidencies in 
the new member states and intends to organize its 
next workshop to continue the cooperation in this 
field. At the same time there have been two major 
events in the EU that deserve attention and that also 
have to be taken into consideration when discussing 
presidencies: the preparation of the Reform Treaty 
in the Portuguese presidency and the entry of two 
new member states, Bulgaria and Romania, which 
means a community of EU27 in the IGC discussing 
the future of Europe. These can be analyzed as three 
integrative balancing processes through which the 
EU is creating powerful instruments for further in-
tegration by combining the old and the new, big and 
small, Western and Eastern member states. The Re-
form Treaty also envisages a new integrative balanc-
ing mechanism between the Council, Commission 
and European Parliament. The reformed Big Insti-
tutional Triangle will redress the internal workings 
of the team presidencies in the new political cycle 
after 2009.

The conference programme: three panels

The state of the art in the EU27 during the Portu-• 
guese presidency and the results of the IGC and/
or the October EU Summit (Friday 16 Novem-
ber, morning).

The impact of the latest enlargement of Bulgaria • 
and Romania on the EU and the social and politi-
cal landscape in the East Balkan states (Friday 
16 November, afternoon).

Upcoming Events and Activities

The new political cycle of the EU after the June • 
2009 EP elections with the perspectives of the 
West Balkan enlargement and the dynamizing of 
the ENP (Saturday 17 November, morning).

Receptions will be held Thursday and Friday evening. 
On the Saturday afternoon there will be a social pro-
gramme in Budapest. The conference will also be 
supported in these programmes by some Hungarian 
foundations. The organizers will cover the travel and 
accommodation costs of the participants. The dead-
line for the expression of interests is 10 October 2007 
and short draft presentations have to be sent and cir-
culated before 31 October 2007. Please contact Judit 
Kis-Varga (judit.kisvarga@uni-corvinus.hu).

Europeanisation: social actors 
and transfer of models

Prague, 16-17 November 2007

Conference organized by Team 14 (Social actors) 
under ‘Democratic Life’ (WP V)

Team 14 deals with the topic of the role played by 
social actors in the European decision-making proc-
ess. We are interested in the new EU member states 
in order to analyse the link between organised col-
lective interests, citizens and European institutions. 
Through the lens of these countries recently extri-
cated from Soviet rule we can observe the impact 
of Europeanisation on new democracies and on the 
interactions between the widening and deepening 
process of the EU. 

We are interested in the effects of Europeanisation on 
these actors, in particular in the way they enter the 
European game. We analyse the Europeanisation of 
social actors in both directions of the vertical dimen-
sion. 
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First, to which extent are resources, objectives, • 
and repertories of action defined in relation to the 
European space (polity, politics and policies)?

Second, how do these social actors re-frame the • 
European game?

We also pay attention to the horizontal dimension 
in order to understand the effects of the channels of 
European socialisation and the role played by social 
actors in the legitimisation of the EU towards the 
citizens. 

We take into account the use of Europe by national 
actors and the process of socialisation of national 
participants in different values and behaviour shared 
at the European level. Europeanisation is neither a 
linear nor a harmonious process. On the contrary, it 
may entail tensions and side effects. Finally, it leads 
to an increased differentiation between and within 
social actors. 

The main objective of this conference is to confront 
the experiences from both parties: “old” and “new” 
member States. We would be pleased to receive pro-
posals related to the social actors in the new member 
States but also related to the following aspects: 

In previous enlargements (Ireland, Greece, Por-• 
tugal, Spain), did European integration enforce 
the role played by social actors at the national 
level? Has European integration consolidated 
the democratisation process, in particular con-
cerning social actors? 

How have these social actors been socialised to • 
the European game? What transfer has been ob-
served? Is this learning process finished? 

In the EU 15, did social actors involved at the • 
European level improve the connexion between 
citizens and the EU? 

How does cooperation at the European level oc-• 
cur between social actors from “old” and “new” 
member states? How are new social actors per-

Upcoming Events and Activities

ceived by the old ones? Do old social actors try 
to transfer their know-how to the new ones? 
With which effects? 

Does the analysis of social actors in the EU-25 • 
allow producing new theoretical approaches of 
the europeanisation process? 

We would be pleased to receive proposals for pa-
pers by September 30, 2007 to Marie-Claude Mau-
rel (maurel@cefres.cz) and/or Sandrine Devaux 
(sandrine_dvx@hotmail.com). Please add a short 
outline of your paper (500 words). Final papers are 
expected by November 5, 2007. 

Reminder

TEPSA pre-presidency conference: 
‘Competitiveness, globalization and 
cohesion: Priorities of the Slovenian EU 
Presidency‘
Place: Ljubljana, Slovenia
Date(s): 3-4 December 2007
Contact: Marjan Svetlicic (marjan.
svetlicic@fdv.uni-lj.si)

The sessions will deal with:
1. Slovenian priorities
2. Integration in South-Eastern Europe
3. Enhancing competitiveness by investing 
in education and R&D
4. New financial perspectives
5. The Reform Treaty and the way forward

The local organizer is the Center of 
International Relations, and the draft 
programme will soon be published on their 
website (www.mednarodni-odnosi.si/cmo).
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Reports From EU-CONSENT Activities

on subjects relevant to the overall topic of the PhD 
School. The composition of the experts reflected the 
wide interests of the PhD participants. The week-
long PhD school consisted of experts’ and students’ 
presentations. Each PhD candidate presented a 
chapter from his or her PhD study or on two occasions 
the research design of their projects. 

Growing efforts made at the wider publicization of 
the school clearly increased the number as well as 
the strength of applications which provided a wider 
selection base.

This event provided a good arena for academic 
exchange. It was well received by the PhD candidates 
for giving them the opportunity to discuss their 
projects with recognized experts in their field. 
As most of the participants were not yet active in 
the EU-CONSENT network, the PhD School was 
a good starting point for future networking and 
exchange on the respective research topics of other 
PhD candidates. They all expressed their interest 
in further PhD schools and other EU-CONSENT 
activities. 

As one of the PhD participants formulated: “The 
informal atmosphere apart from the working sessions 
helped the participants to engage with one another. 
All participants listened with great enthusiasm to 
each others’ presentations and did not refrain from 
making constructive comments in order to further 
their future research. The summer school ended with 
a beach party and an indulgence of Greek wine, music 
and dancing. This was an excellent final opportunity 
for all who took part to enjoy each others company 
after a very productive week.” Eren Özalay (Bogazici 
University, Istanbul, Turkey)

A selection of contributions will be published in the 
next edition of ‘Consent for Europe’ PhD On-line 
journal in the autumn. 

Beatrix Futák Campbell and Judit Kis-Varga

4th PhD School:
Democracy, Legitimacy and 

Identities: 
Citizens on the Construction 

of Europe 

Spetses, Greece, 1-6 July 2007

The following is a complementary report to the one 
presented last month, this time by the organizers of 
the event.

The fourth EU-CONSENT PhD School was 
organized by the Foundation for European Studies - 
European Institute (Poland); the Hellenic University 
Association for European Studies (ECSA-Greece); 
the Greek Centre of European Studies & Research 
(EKEME); and Corvinus University of Budapest. 
The PhD School was devoted to the theme of 
democracy, legitimacy and identities in the context 
of the enlarging and deepening Union. The aim of the 
PhD School was to discuss the role of citizens in the 
process of European integration and especially the 
issue of transforming of the EU from democracies 
to European democracy. The topic was discussed 
by using various concepts and types of democracy, 
through an analysis of the role of the Charter for 
Human Rights, through debate on a European 
demos and political identity and via discussion on 
factors influencing the public discourse on European 
matters.

The programme had been organised by ‘Democratic 
Life’ (WP V) with a view to providing speakers 
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Reports on EU-CONSENT Activities

The EU Timescape: An Emergent 
Temporal Order

Pisa, Italy, 6-8 September 2007

At the General Conference of the European 
Consortium for Political Research (ECPR), which 
took place in Pisa from September 6-8, a panel was 
organized by EU-CONSENT Team 26 (Temporality 
of Europeanisation and Enlargement), coordinated 
by Klaus Goetz (University of Potsdam) and Jan 
Mayer-Sahling (University of Nottingham). Four 
papers were presented: The title of the paper by Klaus 
Goetz was the same as the panel title. He discussed 
the fundamental thoughts behind the project and 
argued that being a basic element of a democratic 
system temporal aspects in the context of the EU 
have to be considered and analysed. Luc Tholoniat 
(European Commission) followed with his paper 
Time for decision in the European Commission, 
which provided a description of the use of temporal 
devices in the European Commission. He referred 
to its “new planning and programming cycle” that 
has recently been introduced and contributes to 
greater predictability and transparency of EU action. 
Laszlo Kovats (University of Potsdam) dealt with 
the application and the consequences of temporal 
rules in legislatures. In his paper The Timescape of 
the European Parliament: An Introduction he briefly 
compared national parliaments of member states of 
the EU and the European Parliament and outlined 
which questions should be answered in further 
research. Finally, Graham Avery (University of 
Oxford; formerly European Commission) depicted 
very interesting observations on the temporality of 
the last two enlargements of the EU. In his paper 
Uses of time in the EU’s enlargement process he 
added his practitioner’s point of view and completed 
the panel.

After the presentations the panel discussant 
Radoslaw Zubek (London School of Economics) as 
well as the audience commented on the papers. They 
raised issues concerning the classification of the 

temporal rules of the EU institutions and the need to 
develop testable hypotheses on the application and 
consequences of time rules organising the EU.

The Greek Centre of European Studies & 
Research (EKEME)

The most interesting recent events at EKEME are: 

Its own enlargement – the number of fellows • 
have almost doubled, now being 40, in an effort 
to gather most of the prominent academics and 
practitioners in Greece dealing with European 
issues; 

The circulation of the first issue of a new review • 
named EUROPOLITEIA, the editorial board 
of which is composed of fellows of EKEME, 
including its president. The review is available 
in Greek with summaries in English, French 
and German. An issue will soon be published in 
other languages.

Meanwhile EKEME prepares further activities 
associated with the institutional debate, including a 
colloquium that closely follows the IGC’s work, in 
order to enable the compilation of an annex to the 
recently published four-volumes article-by-article 
commentary of the TEU and TEC.

News from member institutes
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New Publications

Nicola Casarini and Costanza 
Musu have edited a volume en-
titled European Foreign Policy 
in an Evolving International Sys-
tem: The Road towards Conver-
gence, which was published by 
Palgrave-Macmillan in August 
of this year. It is part of the Pal-
grave Studies in European Union 

Politics Series. The book can be ordered at www.
palgrave.com.

The book contributes to the understanding of recent 
developments in European foreign policy and of-
fers an assessment of the role of the European Un-
ion as a global actor in the post-Cold War era. The 
volume provides the reader with a comprehensive 
and topical array of case studies on European Union 
foreign policy. The contributions, written by experts 
in the area, analyse the level of policy convergence 
achieved by EU member states in crucial areas and 
regions of the world. The book is organised into four 
sections: (1) The EU in the International System; (2) 
The EU and the Great Powers; (3) The EU and the 
Management of Conflicts in the Near Abroad; (4) 
The EU’s Regional Policies. This is essential read-
ing for scholars and students of European Union 
studies and, more generally, of International Rela-
tions. It also offers a readable and practical policy 
update to practitioners and the interested reader.

Nathalie Tocci’s book The EU 
and Conflict Resolution: Promot-
ing Peace in the Backyard was re-
cently published by Routledge. It 
can be ordered from the Routledge 
website, www.routledge.com. 

Through the study of five ethno-
political conflicts taking place on or just beyond Eu-
rope’s borders, this book analyzes the impact and 
effectiveness of EU foreign policy on conflict reso-
lution.

Conflict resolution features strongly as an objective 

of the EU’s foreign policy. In promoting this aim, 
the EU’s geographical focus has rested primarily 
in its beleaguered backyard to the south and to the 
east. Taking a strong comparative approach, the au-
thor explores the principal determinants of conflict 
dynamics in Cyprus, Turkey, Serbia-Montenegro, 
Israel-Palestine and Georgia in order to assess the 
impact of EU contractual ties on them. The volume 
includes topical analysis based on first-hand experi-
ence, in-depth interviews with all the relevant actors 
and photography in ongoing conflict areas in the 
Middle East, the Eastern Mediterranean, the Bal-
kans and the Caucasus. This revealing study shows 
that the gap between EU potential and effectiveness 
often rests in the specific manner in which the EU 
collectively chooses to conduct its contractual rela-
tions.

The book will be of interest to all readers who wish 
to acquire an excellent understanding of the EU’s 
impact on conflict contexts and will appeal to schol-
ars of European politics, security studies and con-
flict resolution.

The historians of team 2 in WP II/III (Lessons of 
the Past & Visions for the Future), coordinated by 
the Chair of Modern and Contemporary History at 
the University of Duisburg-Essen (Germany) just 
published two important volumes on the history of 
European integration.

The European Commission, 
1958-72. History and Memories 
is a first-hand account of the 
first 15 years of the European 
Commission, based on numer-
ous national and European ar-
chives as well as on the recol-
lections of former Commission 

officials. Among the authors are leading historians 
of the team, such as Marie-Thérèse Bitsch, Gérard 
Bossuat, Michel Dumoulin, Wilfried Loth, Jan 
van der Harst, and Antonio Varsori. The work is 
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New Publications

published by the Publications Office of the European 
Communities (Luxemburg, 2007). There are three 
editions: in English (626 pp.), French (642 pp.), and 
German (669 pp.). They are available at the book-
shop of the Commission: http://bookshop.europa.
eu. The price of the hardcover is 70 €, the paperback 
30 €. The book can also be downloaded for free.

Cultures politiques, opinion 
publiques et intégration eu-
ropéenne, edited by Marie-
Thérèse Bitsch, Wilfried 
Loth and Charles Barthel, of-
fers 25 contributions on na-
tional sensibilities towards Eu-
ropean integration, public atti-
tudes on enlargement projects 
(including the case of Turkey), 

public opinion campaigns on European policies, and 
the policies of European identity. The case studies 
cover all periods of European integration history, 
from the discussions during World War II until the 
most recent debate on the treaty of a constitution for 
Europe. The publisher is Émile Bruylant (Brussels, 
2007); see www.bruylant.be. The price is 65 €.

Finally, the fourth contribution to the EU-budget 
working paper series is now available on the EU-
CONSENT website, at http://www.eu-consent.net/
content.asp?ContentId=1455. Sebastian Dullien 
and Daniela Schwarzer from the Stiftung für Wis-
senschaft und Politik in Berlin have written a paper 
entitled Integrating the macro-economic dimension 
into the EU budget: reasons, instruments and the 
question of democratic legitimacy.

The authors look at the fiscal stabilization dimen-
sion of the EU budgetary reform debate and derive 
the following far reaching recommendations: first, 
making EU-expenditure more sensitive to the cycli-
cal situation of the recipient country; second, intro-
ducing an EU corporate tax into the upcoming re-
vised EU budget before 2013; and, third, setting up 
a European unemployment scheme.
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