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Dear friends,

Welcome to the October issue of the EU-CONSENT 
Newsletter!

In this issue you can read a report from the main 
event of the past month, the EU-CONSENT Plenary 
in Brussels on 18-19 October. We would like to thank 
all those involved who contributed to the success 
of the meeting. Immediately after the Plenary the 
Anna Lindh Award ceremony took place. As we 
have mentioned before Karen Smith of the London 
School of Economics received this year’s award.

A conference will be organized in Ankara at the end of 
November, on the theme ‘The ENP and the Southern 
Mediterranean’. For more on this and information 
on how to participate, see the announcement.  

Last but not least, this issue contains a summary of 
the main findings of the recently published EU-25/27 
Watch Issue 5. We hope that by now the publication 
has been put on your website and that you have 
publicised it in other ways. A summary was sent out 
to all of you on 17 October. A good idea is to print 
it and put a pile of them in your library. Experience 
shows that this is very effective in raising awareness 
of the publication!

Best wishes from Stockholm,

Gunilla and Martin
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Editor’s Column
Call for contributions: 

Consent for Europe

Dear PhD members,

’Consent for Europe’ is an on-line journal for 
postgraduates published by EU-CONSENT 

in conjunction with the EU-CONSENT 
PhD Centre. The on-line journal is devoted 
to provide a platform for junior researchers 
conducting original research in European 

Studies across a number of disciplines 
including Law, Politics, Economics, 

Sociology, History, Public Policy and 
International Relations.

This is a call for papers for the next edition of 
the journal. If you would like your paper to be 

considered you need to submit it by Friday 
2 November to the editors: Beatrix Futák-

Campbell (bf47@st-andrews.ac.uk) and Judit 
Kis-Varga (judit.kisvarga@uni-corvinus.hu). 

Please also specify whether you presented 
your paper before at any EU-CONSENT 

event, and if so, when and where. Notes for 
contributors can found on WEB-CONSENT 
(www.eu-consent.net). Please follow the link 

to the PhD Centre. Submitted papers will 
normally be reviewed by members of the 

EU-CONSENT network. Should you have 
any queries regarding the submission process 
please do not hesitate to contact the editors.

Best wishes,
Beatrix Futák-Campbell and Judit Kis-Varga
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News on the Network

Report from the Third Plenary 
Conference

Brussels, 18-19 October 2007

Two years having passed since the kick-off meeting 
of EU-CONSENT, the third Plenary Conference of 
the project in October 2007 provided an impressive 
overview of the results the network has achieved so 
far and of the major aims and projects for the future. 
More than 100 participants from almost all partner 
institutes participated in the event and actively de-
bated the state of the art of the project. 

The conference began with two panels on two of 
the three major cross-cutting topics that will be of 
relevance in the next years of the project: ‘Deepen-
ing: Constitutional and Institutional Change’ and 
‘Widening: Enlargements and ENP’. With keynote 
speeches delivered by Alex Stubb (MEP) for the 
panel on ‘Deepening’, and by Maria Karasinska 
Fendler (European Institute, Lodz) and Ettore 
Greco (Istituto Affari Internazionali, Rome) for the 
panel on ‘Widening’, the respective panels discussed 
the importance of these new thematic threads within 
the project in the light of the Council meeting taking 
place simultaneously in Lisbon, where a final ver-
sion of the Reform/Lisbon Treaty was being agreed 
on. The new cross-cutting topics were picked up lat-
er on by the different Work Packages to be included 
in their future work programmes.

Plenary Session Panel 1 on ‘Deepening’

Alex Stubb had a clear answer to the overall topic 
of our project ‘Wider Europe, deeper integration?’ 
He simply replied: “Yes, please!” He then elaborated 
further on his federal point of view on the three main 
current challenges the Union is facing. During the 
second panel on widening, Maria Karasinska Fend-
ler elaborated on the array of sticks and carrots the 
EU has at its disposal in the development of an ef-
fective Neighbourhood Policy, concluding – by way 
of an amusing parable – that the lack of a concrete 
institutional perspective in ENP (since accession 
is explicitly excluded) may well act as a hindrance 
to the EU’s efforts towards inducing reform in its 
neighbouring states. Ettore Greco, on the other hand, 
discussed security implications of ENP, stressing the 
need to take such issues seriously and use them as a 
starting point in addressing certain grievances in the 
implementation of Neighbourhood Policy. In par-
ticular he emphasized the necessity to formulate a 
coherent policy towards Russia as the main actor on 
the Union’s eastern frontier. 

This year’s annual lecture was delivered by Ian 
Manners from the Danish Institute for International 
Studies. He expressed his ‘lessons of the past and vi-
sions for the future’, focussing on four major topics: 
The past as a ‘foreign country’, a cleavage between a 
cosmopolitan and a communitarian strain in current 
European thought, five scenarios of further develop-
ment and, finally, shared visions of the EU between 
the state, supranationality and transnationality. As 

Funda Tekin and Wolfgang Wessels
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News on the Network

                     Ian Manners delivering his lecture

an introduction, he concentrated on the main nar-
ratives of the EU’s past, which he named ‘peace’, 
‘prosperity’ and ‘progress’. 

In the concluding lunchtime debate on the Friday, 
Iain Begg moderated a heated discussion where 
Maria Jepsen (European Trade Union Institute) 
and Loukas Tsoukalis (Hellenic Foundation for Eu-
ropean and Foreign Policy) argued in favour while 
Jacques Pelkmans (College of Europe) and Simon 
Bulmer (Sheffield University) argued against on the 
topic “L’Europe sera sociale ou ne sera pas”. While 
the audience was still quite undecided after the first 
round of arguments, the proponents of a ‘Social Eu-
rope’ clearly convinced a majority of the audience 
through a measured approach of what such a project 
may look like. 

As a ‘special guest’ the projects’ financial officer of 
the European Commission, Lino Paula, attended the 
General Assembly on Thursday, 18 October and of-
fered the participants the opportunity to ask questions 
regarding reporting issues and other formalities. 

All in all, the conference was a great success giving 
new input and ideas to the participants, bringing peo-
ple together and showing the main streams of work 
of EU-CONSENT within the next two years. Finally, 
we would like to thank our colleagues at TEPSA for 
hosting this conference.

The Cologne Team

Karen Smith Receives the Anna 
Lindh Award

On Friday, 19 October 2007 Karen Smith of the Lon-
don School of Economics received the Anna Lindh 
Award for her outstanding research on different di-
mensions of European foreign and security policy. 
The award was given for the second time by the three 
foundations Compagnia di San Paolo (Turin, Italy), 
Riksbankens Jubileumsfond (Stockholm, Sweden) 
and the VolkswagenStiftung (Hanover, Germany) in 
the frame of their research programme “European 
Foreign and Security Policy Studies” and is endowed 
with € 20.000. The laudatio of the ceremony, which 
was organised by the Institut für Europäische Politik 
(Berlin) in Brussels and took place directly after the 
Plenary Conference, was held by Christopher Hill. 
In her Anna Lindh lecture, Karen outlined current 
research agendas in the field of EU studies and em-
phasised the need for further substantial analysis to 
answer core questions concerning the nature and the 
actual functioning of EU foreign policy. 

In the name of EU-CONSENT we would like to con-
gratulate Karen Smith for this award!

Karen Smith with her parents at the award ceremony
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The European Neighbourhood 
Policy and the Southern 

Mediterranean: Drawing from 
the Lessons of Enlargement

Ankara, 23 November 2007

Conference organized by Team 25 (EU Widening 
and the European Neighbourhood Policy) under 

‘External Relations’ (WP VII)

After focussing on the impact and expectations of 
the ENP in the Eastern Neighbours, Team 25 (WP 
VII) and the Cross Cutting Working Group on Wid-
ening: Enlargements and ENP now shifts its focus 
of attention to the south, which, as frequently noted 
in academic and policy debates, presents radically 
different challenges and opportunities. In addition, 
the lessons and parallels drawn between the ENP 
and enlargement are considerably different when ap-
plied to the south. In the case of the southern Medi-
terranean, the relevant connection between the ENP 
and enlargement principally relates to Turkey’s ac-
cession process, for evident geographical as well as 
political reasons. Yet unlike the Central and Eastern 
European countries, not only has Turkey not entered 
the Union yet, but its accession process is consid-
erably more long-term, uncertain and riddled with 
challenges on both the EU and Turkey sides. 

It is with these premises in mind that the second EU-
CONSENT conference on the ENP tackles the spe-
cificities of the ENP in the southern Mediterranean, 
analysing the content and evolution of the ENP in 
these countries, as well as evaluating the perceptions 
of several southern Mediterranean countries of the 
ENP. Finally, the conference will turn to the link-
ages between enlargement and the ENP’s southern 
dimension, examining both the opportunities pre-
sented by Turkey’s accession process in bolstering 
the potential of the ENP as well as the challenges 
posed by Turkey’s tortuous path to Europe on the 
ENP’s southern dimension.   

We would therefore like to invite you to actively par-
ticipate in this event, which will take place in Ankara 
on November 23. The following is a summary of the 
draft programme:

Session 1: Evaluating the ENP’s Southern Di-• 
mension

Session 2: Perspectives on the ENP from the • 
South

Session 3: Enlargement and the ENP: EU-Turkey • 
Relations and the Role of the EU in the Southern 
Neighbourhood

Interest in taking part in the conference should be 
addressed by October 31 to Elisabetta Farroni (IAI): 
e.farroni@iai.it.

Upcoming Events and Activities

4
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Upcoming Events and Activities

Middle East Technical 
University (METU)

METU’s Center for European Studies and Graduate 
School of Social Sciences, in cooperation with the 
Foundation for European Studies – European Insti-
tute at Lodz and Humboldt University, organized a 
conference in Berlin on 4-6 October. The topic of 
the conference was ‘Training the Young Turkish 
Leaders of Tomorrow: Social and Regional Policy 
in the Turkish Accession Process’. It was the flag-
ship event of a one-year project supported by the 
European Union under the ‘Civil Society Dialogue: 
Europa – Bridges of Knowledge’ Programme.

The conference had two aims. First, it aimed to en-
hance the training of young Turkish civil servants, 
professionals and NGO members regarding so-
cial and regional policy at the EU level. Secondly, 
it sought to draw on existing academic expertise 
of staff from the organizing institutions, as well as 
guest speakers delivering targeted presentations dur-
ing the conference, thus combining academic and 
empirical perspectives.

During the course of the Conference, which took 
place at the premises of the Federal Ministry of La-
bour and Social Affairs and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung 
in Berlin, a plenary format with the participation 
of all invited trainees and speakers was combined 
with small-group workshops. The presentations and 
debates that followed revealed a number of key as-
pects of the EU-Turkish partnership in general and 
the pace of Turkey’s acquis implementation in so-
cial and regional policy in particular. At the end of 
the Conference, suggestions were made as to pos-
sible follow-up events that could further enhance 
exchange of information on those policy areas in 
Turkey. The Conference was a significant step in the 
direction of placing the (often absent) social and re-
gional policy considerations at the heart of the ongo-
ing debate surrounding the accession of Turkey to 
the EU.

Workshop: ‘Deepening in an Enlarged 
Europe: Integrative Balancing in the 
New Member States‘
Place: Budapest, Hungary
Date(s): 16-17 November 2007
Organised by: Team 5 (Transition and 
Europeanisation) under WP II/III (Theories 
and Approaches)
Contact: Judit Kis-Varga (judit.kisvarga@
uni-corvinus.hu)

Conference: ‘Europeanisation: Social 
Actors and Transfer of Models‘
Place: Prague, Czech Republic
Date(s): 16-17 November 2007
Organised by: Team 14 (Social Actors) 
under WP V (Democratic Life)
Contact: Marie-Claude Maurel (maurel@
cefres.cz) and Sandrine Devaux (sandrine_
dvx@hotmail.com).

TEPSA pre-presidency conference: 
‘Competitiveness, globalization and 
cohesion: Priorities of the Slovenian EU 
Presidency‘
Place: Ljubljana, Slovenia
Date(s): 3-4 December 2007
Contact: Marjan Svetlicic (marjan.
svetlicic@fdv.uni-lj.si)

The local organizer is the Center of 
International Relations at the University of 
Ljubljana, and the draft programme can be 
found on their website (www.mednarodni-
odnosi.si/cmo).

Reminders

News from Member Institutes
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overall compromise their major objectives were 
fulfilled and red lines observed.

Talk of winners and losers as well as the battle-• 
field language that had captured headlines in the 
media before were abandoned after the summit.

However, uncertainties with regard to ratification in 
the UK, the Czech Republic, Poland, and the Nether-
lands cast a shadow over the future road towards the 
completion of the ratification process for a reform 
treaty before May 2009, the date for the next elec-
tions of the European Parliament.

Conclusions are ambivalent and highly uncertain 
with regard to likely implications for future politi-
cal dynamics in terms of differentiated integration, 
the formation of core(s), avantgarde or permanent 
groups of member states inside or outside the EU. 
The “Berlin declaration” was a “spirit lifter”, but not 
a document outlining a robust political identity of the 
enlarged EU. Thus, concerns over the political cohe-
sion and identity of the enlarged EU build a subtext 
to the positive comments on the results of the June 
summit. Relief to have escaped the lingering crisis 
for now is succeeded by cautious pragmatism.

EU-25/27 Watch, Issue No.5

EU-25/27 Watch aims to shed light on key issues and 
challenges of European integration. Institutes from 
all 27 EU member states as well as from Croatia and 
Turkey participate in the surveys conducted. The 
aim is to give a full comparative picture of debates 
on European integration and current developments 
in European politics in each of these countries. The 
Institut für Europäische Politik (IEP) in Berlin co-
ordinates and edits the reports. Contact persons 
at the IEP are Barbara Lippert (Barbara.lippert@
iep-berlin.de) and Tanja Leppik (tanja.leppik@iep-
berlin.de). The following is a summary of the main 
findings of the recently published EU-25/27 Watch, 
Issue 5. The full report can be downloaded from 
WEB-CONSENT (www.eu-consent.net). And don’t 
forget the Summary sent out on 17 October! Print it, 
show it to others and send it out!

Major results and highlights of the sur-
vey

1. The summit on the constitution: All’s well that 
ends well?

Across the EU, governments are relieved at the end 
of the deadlock over the Constitutional treaty. All ac-
knowledge the successful management of expecta-
tions and the steering of complex behind-the-scenes 
consultations by the German presidency. In particu-
lar, Chancellor Merkel’s leadership and negotiation 
skills are praised. Given the difficult circumstances, 
the result – a detailed mandate for a reform treaty – 
is widely regarded as a maximum achievement in 
terms of saving the substance of the Constitutional 
treaty.

Two observations contribute to explaining this suc-
cess:

All governments could inform their domestic • 
constituencies and public opinion that within an 

New Publications
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New Publications

2. Climate change: EU leadership in climate di-
plomacy and policy

Among other achievements of the German presiden-
cy, the agreements among EU members and at the 
G8 summit on combating climate change are empha-
sised.

Some governments, like Germany, Denmark, the • 
UK, and France are particularly ambitious and 
want the EU to play a leading role in climate 
diplomacy and policy in particular in the UN-
framework.

In all EU member states, the debate on climate • 
change gained momentum. Even where public 
opinion and/or governments were reluctant in the 
past, a “national awakening” to the challenges of 
global warming is reported of.

Particularly in new member states of Central and • 
Eastern Europe (e.g. in Bulgaria), energy policy 
and climate change are treated as two separate 
discourses in public opinion and politics.

While the EU’s formula on climate change (reducing 
carbon dioxide emissions by 20 per cent by 2020) 
was widely welcomed as a strong message also to the 
US, China, and other big players, the EU’s profile in 
energy policy is less clear cut: Preferences over en-
ergy mix, the use of nuclear energy and the external 
energy policy towards strategic partners vary signifi-
cantly from member state to member state.

3. Security cultures

General visions and preferences for the further devel-
opment of the European Foreign and Security Policy 
are deeply rooted in national history and geography, 
and thus vary greatly. However, Europeans share the 
challenges of current developments in international 
politics, namely after 9/11 (2001). Historic memo-
ries, myths (see e.g. “Finland’s Termopylae” of 1917) 
and experiences of war, occupation and liberation, 
go back far into European history and still influence 
current attitudes. This is particularly strong in coun-

tries that border on regions of instability (like the 
Western Balkan) or live with neighbours like Russia 
that had for ages deeply determined the security in 
Northern and East Central Europe (Poland, Finland, 
the Baltic states).

The new Central and Eastern European member 
states have all undergone a continuous process of 
transformation with regard to their security culture, 
kicked off by aspirations for EU and NATO mem-
bership (see Bulgarian report):

“the geopolitical realignment towards the trans-• 
atlantic community,

the redefinition of threats and vulnerabilities • 
(including new threats – international terrorism, 
transnational organized crime, regional conflicts 
and failing states, etc.),

the democratization and civilian control of the • 
security apparatus,

the recognition of the human rights protection • 
and democratic values as the core of the national 
security agenda (including protection of ethnic 
minority rights)”.

Today, security policy and the armed forces enjoy 
strong public support and are strongly trusted by the 
citizens, which underlines the generally smooth de-
velopment, and highlights the deficiencies of other 
political institutions and actors.

While also the different security cultures of mem-
ber states add to limits to EU-Europeanisation in 
this field, the external challenges and demands of 
international politics are driving forces towards an 
active and distinct role of the EU in foreign and 
security policy. Without exception – and under dif-
ferent mandates and commands – member states’ 
forces are engaged in peacekeeping, conflict resolu-
tion and post crisis management around the world, 
stretching from Afghanistan to the Western Balkans 
and Africa.
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New Publications

4. Many faces of labour market problems

Most of the new member states enjoy continued 
economic growth (a real GDP growth rate between 
1,8 percent in Portugal and 9,6 per cent in Latvia 
is forecasted by Eurostat for 2007). Among the 
core economies of the EU, Germany is regaining 
dynamic, while in France unemployment and eco-
nomic stagnation still constitute major concerns of 
the population and in Italy the labour market is still 
characterised by great uncertainty and fears of social 
decline are widespread.

When explaining the economic situation, only few 
reports refer to EU incentives and frameworks, such 
as the Lisbon agenda. Across old and new member 
states problems of the labour markets show many 
faces, that are debated in domestic politics:

brain drain (e.g. in Bulgaria or Romania),• 

illegal immigration (e.g. in Cyprus and Spain),• 

workforce shortages for sectors and branches • 
(e.g. in Poland, Estonia, Lithuania),

minimum wages (e.g. in Germany), or• 

flexicurity (Denmark, Ireland, Portugal).• 

5. Outlook

With regard to salient issues that play a role in do-
mestic debates of member states, like the reform 
process or the reinvigoration of the EU-economies, 
the persistence and importance of the nation state 
level for policy making in EU affairs and its legiti-
macy is emphasised. From the country reports pre-
sented in this survey, one can conclude that the cur-
rent state of the Union is far from having escaped 
the period of inward-looking preoccupations with 
the functioning of the EU.


