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Dear friends,

Welcome to the November issue of the EU-
CONSENT Newsletter!

In this issue you can read reports from two EU-
CONSENT events that took place last month. There 
are also announcements for several interesting events 
that will take place over the next couple of months. 
There will be two EU-CONSENT lectures, the first 
of which will take place already on 28 November. 
The first workshop of the WP II/III (Theories) Task 
Force Research Frame will take place in Brussels on 
20 December. The workshop on ‘Constitutional and 
Institutional Change in the EU’ will take place in 
Brussels on 17 January.

This issue also includes a summary of the evaluation 
of the 3rd Plenary Conference, an announcement 
on the launch of a new book series, a note on the 
dissemination of EU-CONSENT materials, as well 
as a number of new publications.

Please note that, with the aim of sending out the 
December issue of the Newsletter before the 
Christmas holidays, the deadline for submitting 
contributions will be earlier than usual, on Friday 
14 December.

Best wishes from a not yet snowy Stockholm,

Gunilla and Martin
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Editor’s Column
Representation of EU-CONSENT 
at the ECPR Conference in Lisbon 

2009

We would like to draw your attention to 
the 2009 ECPR Joint Sessions in Lisbon, 
Portugal, on 14 – 19 April 2009. This 
conference is scheduled just prior to the 
final month of EU-CONSENT’s project 
lifetime (31st May 2009), thus we would 
like to encourage you to submit proposals 
for panels representing EU-CONSENT 
thereby presenting and discussing your 
research results. The ECPR currently 
welcomes proposals to direct workshops 
at the 2009 Joint Sessions which will be 
hosted by four institutions, namely the 
Centre for Research Studies in Sociology 
(CIES-ISCTE); the University Institute 
for Social Sciences Business Studies and 
Technologies (ISCTE); the Institute for 
Social Sciences of the University of Lisbon 
(ICS) and the Portuguese Political Science 
Association (APCP). An online application 
form, together with details on how to 
submit a proposal to run a workshop can be 
found on the following website http://www.
ecprnet.org. The deadline for proposals is 1 
February 2008. 

Thank you for considering this opportunity 
and in case you wish / plan to submit 
a proposal please keep the project and 
financial manager Funda Tekin (funda.
tekin@uni-koeln.de) informed.
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News on the Network

The 3rd EU-CONSENT Plenary 
Conference Evaluated

The third plenary conference was very successful. 
All the respondents (100 %) stated that the confer-
ence fulfilled their expectations. At the same time, 
an overwhelming number of respondents stated that 
they had had enough opportunities to network with 
other partners. Many respondents considered their 
attendance at the conference as very helpful and 
appreciated the introduction of the cross-cutting 
topics. Criticism was raised particularly as regards 
the fact that some of the sessions were too long with 
too many panelists. The most frequent answers 
when identifying the most rewarding session of the 
programme were the presentation by Alex Stubb 
and the Annual EU-CONSENT lecture by Ian 
Manners. 

Many respondents thanked the Cologne team ex-
plicitly and expressed their appreciation of the great 
organisation of the event.

With regard to the number of returned evaluation 
forms, it can be observed that the number increased 
in comparison to last year (61, resp. 48) while at the 
same time the announced aim of 75% was missed. 
Nevertheless, the evaluation team would like to 
thank all of you who took a couple of minutes to fill 
out the questionnaire providing us with some helpful 
guidance for improvement.

The EU-CONSENT Co-ordination and evaluation 
teams will now go through the results of the survey 
and the comments to do their best to improve next 
year´s conference. 

If you are interested to see the whole report, please 
contact Tereza Horejsova (horejsov@fsv.cuni.cz) 
and/or visit the internal part of WEB-CONSENT 
(www.eu-consent.net).

EU-CONSENT Book Series 
launched!

Based on a proposal from EU-CONSENT, the Brit-
ish publishing house Edward Elgar Publishing has 
agreed to the launch of a book series dedicated to 
books arising from the research done in the con-
text of the network. The series editors will be Tho-
mas Christiansen, Anne Faber, Gunilla Herolf and 
Wolfgang Wessels. Book proposals related to the 
EU-CONSENT theme ‘Wider Europe, deeper inte-
gration?’ are welcome and should be submitted via 
email to Sonia Piedrafita (s.piedrafita@eipa.eu) who 
will also be happy to give further advice on the sub-
mission procedure.

Book proposals should include:

a short biographical note about the author(s) or • 
editor(s) of the volume

an outline of the main arguments of the book and • 
a brief introduction about the background of the 
subject

a provisional table of contents• 

a list of contributors• 

a brief summary of each chapter • 

the estimated length and work schedule • 

the target market• 

an assessment of any competing titles in the • 
field

While the agreement on a book series allows us 
privileged access to a leading academic publish-
ing house, no book will be published automatically. 
Each proposal submitted will be evaluated individu-
ally and the series editors will advise the publisher 
as to the quality of the proposed work and on the ad-
visability of offering a contract for publication. The 
final decision as to whether a title will be published 
and included in the series rests with Edward Elgar 
Publishing, who will also agree individual contracts 
between with prospective book authors/editors. A 
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News on the Network

good level of English is a necessary condition for 
the manuscript to be accepted for final publication.

The first book of the series will be The Institutions of 
the Enlarged European Union: Change and Continu-
ity, edited by E.Best, T.Christiansen and P.Settembri 
and will be published in 2008. The contributions to 
this volume will reflect the work done in WP IV, with 
individual chapters looking at the way in which the 
key institutions and institutional mechanism in the 
EU have fared in relation to the challenges facing 
them in the course of enlargement.

Dissemination - IMO, Zagreb

The Institute for International Relations in Zagreb 
(IMO) has as usual been very active in disseminat-
ing information about and output of EU-CONSENT. 
EU-25/27 Watch, apart from being posted on the 
front page of their website, was also put on the web 
portal Enter Europe. Information was also sent to the 
main daily papers of Croatia. Furthermore, Nevenka 
Cuckovic participated at a workshop centring on 
FP7, where she described the activities and output 
of EU-CONSENT. On this occasion she also distrib-
uted leaflets and the EU-25/27 Watch Summaries.

EU-CONSENT Lectures

Two EU-CONSENT lectures will soon take place. 
The Department of West European Studies (Faculty 
of Social Sciences) at Charles University in Prague 
will host a lecture by Brigid Laffan from Univer-
sity College Dublin. The topic of the lecture will be 
“The Reform Treaty: A Constitutional Equilib-
rium for Europe”. The lecture will be held on No-
vember 28th 2007 (3.30-5pm) at the premises of the 
Faculty of Social Sciences of the Charles University, 
U Krize 8-10, Prague 5 - Jinonice, room 1037. For 
more information, please contact Tereza Horejsova 
(horejsov@fsv.cuni.cz).

Another EU-CONSENT lecture will be hosted by the 
Chair of Klaus H. Goetz on German and European 
Government and Politics at the University of Pots-
dam. The speaker will be Loukas Tsoukalis, Presi-
dent of the Hellenic Foundation for European and 
Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP). He will speak on the 
topic ‘Global, Social and Political Europe’. The 
lecture will take place on 22 January 2008 (6 - 8 
p.m.). For further information, please contact Katja 
Lass-Lennecke (lasslenn@uni-potsdam.de).

First Workshop of Task Force 
Research Frame

Brussels, 20 December 2007

Workshop organized by the special working group 
“Task Force Research Frame” under ‘Theories’ 

(WP II/III)

At mid-term of EU-CONSENT’s lifetime and of the 
activities within WP ‘Theories’ (II/III) related to the 
further development of a common theoretical frame 
for EU-CONSENT, WP ‘Theories’ (II/III) enters a 
new stage of our work on strengthening the coher-
ence of the network’s joint theoretical framework.

All issues of EU-25/27 Watch are 
available on WEB-CONSENT (www.

eu-consent.net). Summaries of all 
issues will be posted there shortly. 

We urge you to make them available 
also on your institutes‘ websites, and 

to disseminate them as widely as 

possible through other means.

Upcoming Events and Activities
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To this purpose WP ‘Theories’ (II/III) has set up 
a special working group “Task Force Research 
Frame” to contrast (theoretical) assumptions on EU 
deepening and widening with empirical findings of 
EU-CONSENT members’ research. It will bring to-
gether researchers from all WP II/III teams aa well 
as from the other Work Packages. A first workshop 
of the Task Force will be held on 20th December 
2007 in Brussels. To gather information on the theo-
retical and empirical background of EU-CONSENT 
partners’ work on EU deepening and widening WP 
II/III “Theories” will prepare a questionnaire to be 
sent out to those interested in participating in due 
time before the December 2007 workshop. Dead-
line for applications to attend the workshop is 
Friday, 30th November 2007. For further informa-
tion please contact Gaby Umbach (gaby.umbach@
uni-koeln.de) or Wolfgang Wessels (wessels@uni-
koeln.de) in Cologne.

Constitutional and 
Institutional Change in the 
EU: Wider Europe, Deeper 

Integration?

Brussels, 17 January 2008

Workshop organized by the cross-cutting working 
group “Deepening: Constitutional and Institutional 

Change”.

This conference aims to bring together researchers 
looking at the implications of the Lisbon Treaty for 
the further evolution of the EU in terms of its consti-
tutional basis and institutional system. Contributions  
will address questions such as ‘Do the provisions 
contained in the Reform Treaty match the expecta-
tions that had been put into it  and favour a durable 
consensus about the state of the Union?’ ‘May the 
Reform Treaty provide an effective answer to the 
challenges of the enlarged EU?’ ‘To which extent 
might the Reform Treaty contribute to further inte-

gration?’ ‘What challenges for the future might the 
Treaty bring forward?’. The workshop will consist of 
several panels looking into the context of the Reform 
Treaty (history, theory, method), the horizontal is-
sues and institutional dimensions (decision-making, 
leadership, flexibility) and the main implications for 
EU policies.  

If you are interested in attending the workshop or re-
quire  further information please contact Sonia Pie-
drafita (s.piedrafita@eipa.eu) before  17 December 
2007. 

Upcoming Events and Activities

4

Reminders

TEPSA pre-presidency conference: 
‘Competitiveness, globalization and 
cohesion: Priorities of the Slovenian EU 
Presidency‘
Place: Ljubljana, Slovenia
Date(s): 3-4 December 2007
Contact: Marjan Svetlicic (marjan.
svetlicic@fdv.uni-lj.si)

The local organizer is the Center of 
International Relations at the University of 
Ljubljana, and the draft programme can be 
found on their website (www.mednarodni-
odnosi.si/cmo).
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dencies and concluded that these will offer a great 
opportunity for the new member states to modern-
ize their public administrations. In this framework 
special attention was paid to the enlargement in the 
Western Balkans and to the European Neighbour-
hood Policy, which will be extremely important for 
the new member states during their presidencies.  

Judit Kis-Varga

Europeanisation: social actors 
and transfer of models

Prague, 16-17 November 2007

Conference organized by Team 14 ‘Social Actors’ 
under ‘Democratic Life’ (WP V).

The aim of this conference was to compare results 
produced by team 14 with findings from researchers 
looking at social actors from old member States. On 
the basis of this comparison several conclusions can 
be outlined. 

The first one concerns care that should be used by 
political scientists when dealing with the question 
of Europeanization, due to the political meaning that 
could be attributed to this notion (Julien Weisbein). 
Hence we wish to emphasize that when we refer to 
this term we account for the socialisation process 
found within European institutions but also the man-
ner in which social actors pick European resources 
to gain more legitimacy at national or local levels. 
In addition we continue to be interested in the in-
teractions between social actors from new and older 
member States. 

Secondly we have admitted that we cannot establish 
direct links between Europeanization and democrati-
sation. If it is clear that integration has increased the 
differentiation between social and political actors in 
post-communist countries, we cannot conclude that 
the involvement of social actors at European level 

Reports on EU-CONSENT Activities

Deepening in an enlarged 
Europe:

Integrative balancing in the 
new member states

Budapest, 15-16 November 2007

Workshop organized by Team 5 ‘Transition and 
Europeanization in “old” and “new” member 

states’ under ‘Theories’ (WP II/III).

Team 5 of the EU-CONSENT Network launched a 
new project in April 2007 for preparing the EU pres-
idencies in the new member states. This workshop 
was the latest event of this project, and its aim was 
to continue the cooperation in this field. There have 
been two major events in the EU that deserve atten-
tion and have to be taken into consideration when 
discussing presidencies: (1) the entry of two new 
member states, Bulgaria and Romania, which means 
the emergence of an EU27, and (2) the elaboration 
of the Lisbon Treaty. These events lead us to discuss 
different perspectives of the EU, including the future 
presidencies with new institutions, incoming new 
community policies and budgeting reviews. These 
processes can be analyzed as integrative balancing 
through which the EU creates powerful instruments 
for further integration by combining old and new, big 
and small, Western and Eastern member states. The 
Lisbon Treaty envisages a new integrative balancing 
mechanism also between the Council, Commission 
and European Parliament. The reformed Big Insti-
tutional Triangle will redress the internal workings 
of the team presidencies in the new political cycle 
after 2009.

In the first part of the workshop the participants dis-
cussed the post-accession crisis in the new member 
states and concluded that the populist upswing in 
these countries is connected to the new difficulties 
associated with the EU membership.

In the second part of the workshop the participants 
discussed an edited volume on the EU team presi-
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European Institute of Public Administration

Michael Burnett of the Euro-
pean Institute of Public Admin-
istration (EIPA) has published 
a book entitled Public-Private 
Partnerships (PPP) – A De-
cision Maker’s Guide (EIPA, 
2007). The book targets both 
European decision makers re-
sponsible for creating an ap-
propriate legal framework at 
EU level for PPP and politicians and senior public 
officials at national level currently facing choices 
about when and how to use PPP. After an introduc-
tion which explains what PPP are and how and why 

they have emerged, suc-
cessive chapters deal 
with the management 
of a national PPP pro-
gramme, an analysis of 
the policy, legal and op-

erational framework for PPP (including how private 
sector suppliers and financiers view PPP) and how 
and why auditors should play a key role in ensur-
ing the effective implementation of PPP.  For more 
information about this book and how to order it, visit 
the EIPA website: www.eipa.nl.

Institute for World Economics

The staff at the Institute for 
World Economics of the Hun-
garian Academy of Sciences 
(IWE) have recently published 
several interesting books. The 
director-general of IWE, An-
drás Inotai, has published a 
book entitled The European 
Union and Southeastern Eu-

rope: Troubled Waters Ahead? (P.I.E. Peter Lang, 

necessarily reinforces the civil society at national 
level. To achieve this goal they have to be strong at 
both levels and sometimes it does not work because 
of the specific national context, as it has been shown 
by the case of the Portuguese trade unions (Veronica 
Martins). Conversely, the Turkish case illustrates 
that Turkish work with European institutions allows 
social actors to escape from State centralised rules 
(Claire Visier). At local level, Marie-Claude Mau-
rel’s presentation on the program “Leader Plus” 
showed that whilst local actors, in charge of the im-
plementation of this program, have managed to use 
new European resources they have also been able to 
conserve their old practices such as clientelism. 

Consequently, we can say that our third conclusion 
concerns the diversified effects of Europeanization 
due to the fact that social actors are still embedded in 
national and local contexts and that all the actors are 
not able to seize new opportunities nor change their 
views which correspond to European expectations. 
In fact, Europeanization can also produce a “clos-
ing effect.” In this context, the more a social actor 
is professionalized before accession the more he has 
a chance of being selected by European federations 
and to represent his interests in a given field. Diver-
sity can be observed in relation to the views held by 
the different social actors. We did not find that these 
actors shared common views but rather preferred to 
create new coalitions with older partners in order to 
defend interests or promote values. To a certain ex-
tent we can say that Europeanization of social actors 
contributes to reshaping the “European game” too 
(Sandrine Devaux). 

Finally we have also decided that we have to deepen 
the analysis of the role played by go-between organ-
isations such as foundations, think tanks or develop-
ment agencies whose objective is to translate Euro-
pean norms and values so that they are implemented 
in the local context. The leaders of team 14 intend 
to publish the texts of the conference in a common 
volume. 

Sandrine Devaux

Reports on EU-CONSENT Activities New Publications
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New Publications

2007). The book analyses both the EU’s policies to-
wards the countries in Southeastern Europe and do-
mestic developments in these countries. The empha-
sis is on economic issues, such as global, EU-related 
and intra-regional trade, foreign direct investments, 
labour market, migration and financial transfers. For 
information on how to order this book, visit www.
peterlang.com.

Tamás Szemlér, also from IWE, was the coordinat-
ing author of a briefing paper for the European Par-
liament entitled The EU Presence in a Post-Status 
Kosovo: Challenges and Opportunities. This paper 
begins with a description of the main features of the 
current situation in Kosovo. The authors then exam-
ine the recently formulated vision of EU involvement 
in Kosovo after a status settlement. This is followed 
by a concise description and critical evaluation of 
the EU record in Kosovo since 1999 and a brief dis-
cussion of the challenges that await the planned EU 
rule of law mission and other EU actions in Kosovo. 
The paper concludes with a number of recommenda-
tions regarding future EU activities in Kosovo. The 
paper can be downloaded at www.europarl.europa.
eu/activities/expert/eStudies.do?languageEN.

Other recent publications by IWE staff include 
Kálmán Dezséri’s edited volume New Modes of 
Governance and the EU Structural and Cohesion 
Policy in the New Member States (Akadémia Kiadó, 
2007) and Margit Rácz’s book The Challenges of 
the European Union and responses in the 2000’s – 
the Single Market and the Common Currency (in 
Hungarian, Akadémia Kiadó, 2007). For more infor-
mation on these and other IWE publications, as well 
as IWE’s other activities, visit their website www.
vki.hu.

Hellenic Centre of European Studies and        
Research (EKEME)

Evangelos G. Manou-
velos has published a 
paper entitled ‘New Gov-
ernance’ approaches in 
the EU: The OMC and 
the ‘Lisbon Strategy’. 
The paper discusses the 
emergence of a number 
of new approaches to governance in the European 
Union as member states are trying to cope with com-
plex problems under conditions of uncertainty. The 

!Out now! 

New issue of CFSP Forum 
(Vol. 5, No. 6, November 2007)

The latest issue of CFSP Forum contains the 
following articles.

Index

Sophie Vanhoonacker and Hylke Dijkstra: •	
’Beyond Note-Taking: CFSP Challenges 
for the Council Secretariat’

Edith Drieskens and Roos Van de Cruys: •	
’EU Representation at the UN: The Pea-
cebuilding Commission as a Paragon of 
Complexity’

Malgorzata O. Gorska: ’The Development •	
of the Legal Bases of EU-UN Coopera-
tion’

Sonia Lucarelli: ’European Political Iden-•	
tity	and	Others’	Images	of	the	EU:	Reflec-
tions on an Under-explored Relationship’

You	will	find	the	CFSP	Forum	at	
www.eu-consent.net.

You can also download it directly at 
http://www.fornet.info.
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New Publications

paper focusses on the open method of coordination 
(OMC), whereby general goals are set for each pol-
icy but specific policy measures to be taken are left 
up to the Member States. 

Aris Trantitis (EKEME) has published a paper en-
titled Interests, Ideas and Norms: The Strategy of 
‘Symbiosis’ in the European Neighbourhood Policy. 
The paper analyses the ENP as part of a strategy of 
normative expansion, corresponding to ideas and 
perceptions of interests that currently prevail in the 
EU countries, and which the EU member states de-
veloped to promote their preferences for stability, 
security and economic development.

Another paper published by a member of the 
EKEME staff is entitled ‘Political conditionality’ 
in the European Neighborhood Policy. The paper 
gives an assessment of the content and the effec-
tiveness of political conditionality of the ENP, with 
particular focus on the Southern Mediterranean. It is 
argued that the way in which political conditional-
ity is implemented seems to undermine its original 
goals. The EU fails to offer sufficient motives to its 
partners. Not only is the possibility of membership 
excluded but also the neighbours’ requests for easier 
passage of travelers, free trade in agricultural prod-
ucts and more substantial financial aid are constantly 
being neglected. 

For further information on EKEME’s publications 
and other activities, visit their website at www.
ekeme.gr.


