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Dear friends,

Welcome to the February 2008 issue of the EU-
CONSENT Newsletter!

This issue includes information on the third annual 
reporting for EU-CONSENT, as well as the results 
of the latest evaluation of the Network. You will also 
find information about several interesting workshops 
and conferences that will take place in the next few 
months, as well as a report from the EU-CONSENT 
Lecture delivered in Budapest by Nikos Frangakis 
and Antonis Papagiannidis from EKEME. A number 
of new publications are also available.

This month the turn has come to the Cyprus Institute 
of Mediterranean, European and International 
Studies (KIMEDE) to be presented. You will find 
the presentation at the end of the Newsletter. 

Finally, please note that the deadline for submission 
of papers for the PhD Award is 9 April.

Best wishes from Stockholm,

Gunilla and Martin
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Editor’s Column

PhD Award:

Call for papers 

We would like to draw PhD students’ attention 
to the paper competition of EU-CONSENT. 
Once a year, an award is given for the three 
best papers written by PhD students. 

Eligible papers for submission are those that 
have been prepared within the framework of 
EU-CONSENT since 1 June 2007 – e.g. for 
PhD Schools, conferences, workshops, etc. 

The winners will be selected by the Steering 
Group on the basis of the PhD Centre’s pro-
posal. There is a 3000 EUR yearly budget for 
the competition. The award is allocated to the 
three best papers: 1200 EUR is offered for the 
first, 1000 EUR for the second and 800 EUR 
for the third. 

The decision will be made at the beginning 
of May 2008, and the papers will be publis-
hed along with the results in the ‘Consent for 
Europe’ Online Journal and on the EU-CON-
SENT website.

Application and selection guidelines:

Please bear in mind that only EU-CON-• 
SENT members are eligible to take part in 
the competition. 

Please send your papers via email to • 
Judit Kis-Varga (judit.kisvarga@uni-corvi-
nus.hu)

Deadline for submission of papers:  • 
9 April 2008.



Eu-Consent Newsletter
No 2:2008 February

EU-CONSENT is supported by the Sixth Framework Programme of the European Commission 2

News on the Network

Information on the Third 
Annual Reporting

This table provides you with information on the dif-
ferent stages of the 3rd annual reporting. Due to the 
fact that this summer EU-CONSENT’s final year 
will start we will have to structure our activities and 
budgets with great care. Thus, we will start think-
ing about budget and work plans in March and April 
and the Steering Group will meet 10 and 11 April in 
order to structure the new Joint Programme of Ac-

tivities based on the information provided in March. 
More detailed information will be circulated to you 
in due time by Funda Tekin and for further infor-
mation on the nature of the different reports please 
relate also to the Frequently Asked Questions under 
the management section of the private part of WEB-
CONSENT (www.eu-consent.net). 

WHEN WHAT WHO

Financial information on spending 1st June 07 - 31st March 2008 and 
estimations on spending 1st April 08 - 31st May 2008

Team leaders and Work 
Package Leaders

First draft of Description of Work of each WP for the up-dated Joint 
Programme of Activites (JPA) 1st June 2008 - 31 May 2009

Team leaders and Work 
Package Leaders [to be co-
ordinated by WP leaders]

Decision on focus of EU-CONSENT's activities during final year of project 
lifetime - definition on overall aims and their activities for the JPA

Steering Group in co-
operation with Team leaders 
and input from any other 
partner

Budget allocation for final year of project lifetime depending on 3rd year 
spending and activities foreseen for final year.

Steering Group in co-
operation with Team leaders 
and input from any other 
partner

Finalisation  of up-dated Joint Programme of Activities including 
Description of work by each work package; overall focus and deliverable list - 
final deadline for JPA is 31st May 2008

Team leaders and Work 
Package Leaders [to be co-
ordinated by WP leaders]

Preparation of 3rd Annual Activity Report [1st June 2007 - 31st May 
2008]

All partners [WP descriptions 
to be co-ordinated by WP 
leaders in co-op. With their 
Team leaders]; 

Financial reporting on actual costs 1st June 07 - 31st May 2008 [Form C]
Team leaders and Work 
Package Leaders

Finalisation of Budget allocation for EU-CONSENT's final year based on 
financial reporting [Finfo-files]

Team leaders and Work 
Package Leaders

Finalisation  of 3rd Annual Activity Report

All partners [WP descriptions 
to be co-ordinated by WP 
leaders in co-op. With their 
Team leaders]; 

Finalisation of Plan for using and disseminating the knowledge All partners 

Preparation and Finalisation of 3rd Annual Management Report [1st June 
2007 - 31st May 2008]

Team leaders and Work 
Package Leaders [to be co-
ordinated by WP leaders]

Calculation of Person Month efforts All partners

Adoption of up-dated JPA Consortium

putting the different reports together The Cologne team

Final adjustments to Budget Steering Group

Submission of complete 3rd annual reports The Cologne team

 July 2008

March 2008

 April 2008

 May 2008

 June 2008
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News on the Network

“Good to excellent” – once 
again!

The Co-ordinator and the project and financial man-
ager are proud to announce that our Network of Ex-
cellence has been evaluated “good to excellent” by 
the Commission for the second time in a row. This 
means that EU-CONSENT has fully achieved its 
objectives and technical goals and has even exceed-
ed expectations. Thus, we would like to thank you 
for your excellent contributions to EU-CONSENT 
throughout the past months and we are looking for-
ward to continue and even enhance our co-operation 
in the future. 

Despite the overall excellent evaluation some points 
with regard to items which could still be improved 
were raised by the reviewers. 

In order to be able to improve our activities a brief 
summary of the evaluation and recommendations of 
the Consolidated Review Report is presented here:

Achievement of work plan: overall good balance

Some work packages are well ahead of their work 
plans while others are lagging behind. The reviewers 
have noted the efforts dedicated to solving structural 
problems within the respective work packages and 
are optimistic with regard to their outcome. In order 
to meet that expectation please inform the Co-ordi-
nator regarding any sort of structural problems as 
soon as they occur and we will try to find a solution 
which will suit the work package and its work plan.

Integration of the network: cross-cutting activi-
ties are to be continued

Even though the reviewers are a bit hesitant in their 
evaluation of the successful overall integration of 
EU-CONSENT due to the numerous work packages 
and teams, they acknowledge and approve of the at-
tempt to establish more coherence via the cross-cut-
ting approach. We are encouraged to proceed with 
this attempt and to seriously consider the strategic 
sense of what is needed in EU research and in de-

veloping wider understanding of EU research. Thus, 
we would like to seize the opportunity to invite you 
once again to participate in the Task Force Research 
Frame, which has been established in order to define 
the overall research frame of our NoE and the over-
all aim of EU-CONSENT. Furthermore, you are also 
invited to participate in the different cross-cutting 
activities which have been set up so far on deepen-
ing and widening.

Publications: a remarkable number

The number of (online) publications is judged to be 
remarkable - exceeding the usual number of publica-
tions of a NoE. Especially the online platform WEB-
CONSENT is esteemed to be a perfect forum for 
younger researchers to publish their papers after they 
have been discussed at EU-CONSENT PhD Schools 
and workshops. Furthermore, the EU-CONSENT 
Working Paper Series on the EU budget is positively 
evaluated. 

Dissemination: a more pro-active approach is 
asked for

In line with our focus defined in the 2nd up-dated 
Joint Programme of Activities we are asked to de-
velop a more pro-active approach in terms of dis-
semination. The academic value of the NoE’s work 
is evaluated excellent and hence it is recommended 
to disseminate the knowledge more intensely. EU-
CONSENT panels at conferences of other large 
consortia are judged to be a good starting point and 
hence we would like to encourage you to continue 
with these initiatives and furthermore to invite as 
many stakeholders to your workshops and confer-
ences as possible.

Sustainability: sound and exemplary manage-
ment but sustainability will be the test

The Steering Group has already started to discuss 
sustainable options for EU-CONSENT and further 
input from your side is always welcome. The final 
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News on the Network

year of the NoE will have to aim at establishing struc-
tures which allow EU-CONSENT’s networking and 
scientific output to last beyond May 2009. The Con-
solidated Review Report perceives the innovative 
research and teaching structures to be an excellent 
opportunity to continue the impressive programme 
of the NoE – and thus we are asked to think about 
an institutionalisation of this aspect. We should start 
thinking about similar options with regard to other 
outputs of the Network.

The full report can be downloaded from the private 
part of WEB-CONSENT: www.eu-consent.net.

Overall this is an excellent review of our activities 
and if we keep up our efforts to increase network 
coherence and dissemination activities we will defi-
nitely be on the right track. The Steering Group will 
meet on 10-11 April 2008 in order to plan the activi-
ties for EU-CONSENT’s final year. This will mean 
that team leaders will be contacted by their work 
package leaders in March/April in order to gather 
ideas for the work plan.

Once again thank you for your co-operation which 
has turned EU-CONSENT into a successful Net-
work of Excellence.

Wolfgang Wessels and Funda Tekin

Upcoming EU-CONSENT Events

The Different Approaches of 
the Constitutionalisation of 

EU Enlargement

Prague, 5 March 2008

Workshop organised by Team 4 ‘EU Constitution-
alisation’ under Work Package II/III ‘Theories’

On 5 March, The Department of West European 
Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences of the Charles 
University in Prague organises a Team 4 meeting / 
workshop on the Different Approaches of the Con-
stitutionalisation of EU Enlargement. Papers will be 
presented by Team members Maja Smrkolj (MPI), 
Felix Hanschmann (MPI), Lenka Rovna (Charles 
University) and Ivo Slosarcik (Charles University). 
For more information please contact Tereza Hore-
jsova at horejsov@fsv.cuni.cz.

Sixth Meeting of Work Package 
II/III “Theories“

Cologne, 11 March 2008 

Organized by the University of Cologne

The following is some additional information to that  
provided in the January issue of the Newsletter. Dur-
ing the sixth WP meeting each team will present its 
annual state of the art paper on strategies and sce-
narios. Further items to be discussed are: 

information on past events relevant to WP II/III • 
activities; 

strategies and scenarios on the enlarged EU in • 
the light of the results of the team’s annual state 
of the art papers, preparation of future activities 
and of the 2008 reporting phase. 

The WP meeting will be followed by a reception. In 
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New perspectives for team 
presidencies: New members, 

new candidates and new 
neighbours

Budapest, 24-25 April 2008

Workshop organised by Team 5 ‘Transition and 
Europeanization in “old” and “new” member 
states’ under Work Package II/III ‘Theories’

Team 5 of EU-CONSENT launched a new project in 
2007 for preparing the EU presidencies in the new 
member states and intends to organize its next work-
shop to continue cooperation in this field. At the same 
time there have been two major events in the EU that 
have also to be taken into consideration when dis-
cussing presidencies: the Lisbon Treaty and the entry 
of two new member states, Bulgaria and Romania. 
The team presidencies can be analyzed as integra-
tive balancing through which the EU creates pow-
erful instruments for further integration of the new 
member states by combining the old and new, bigger 
and smaller, Western and Eastern member states. The 
Lisbon Treaty envisages a new integrative balancing 
mechanism also between the Council, Commission 
and European Parliament. The reformed Big Institu-
tional Triangle will redress the internal workings of 
the team presidencies in the new political cycle after 
2009.

The conference programme in three panels

1. 24 April, Thursday afternoon

The general situation in the EU27 and the perspec-
tives of the new vision for the ENP as a project of 
European Commonwealth in the 2010s.

2. 25 April, Friday morning

The impact of the entry of Bulgaria and Romania on 
the EU, and the social and political landscape in the 

Upcoming EU-Consent Events
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combination with the Work Package meeting a book 
workshop will take place on:

“Europe reloaded: Differentiation or Fusion?”, 
12 March 2008

The book workshop will take place in the frame-
work of the sixth meeting of Work Package II/ III 
‘Theories’. During the workshop chapters for a joint 
volume on differentiated European integration and 
the fusion perspective will be presented, discussed 
and commented on.  

The workshop will focus on the question of whether 
European integration has led to functional and/or 
structural differentiation within the EU. It will also 
examine strategies and scenarios for the future devel-
opment of European integration. As a central aim of 
the workshop it is of core interest to analyse whether 
differentiation (if it were to be found) added/adds an 
‘anarchic’ element to the development of the EU’s 
political system that in future might be re-enforced 
by the mutual effects of deepening and widening. 
For more information, please contact Gaby Um-
bach: gaby.umbach@uni-koeln.de or Funda Tekin 
funda.tekin@uni-koeln.de. 

Preliminary programme:

Welcome and Introduction

Panel 1: Theoretical considerations

Panel 2: Evolution of the EU system

Panel 3: EU Institutions and the political process

Panel 4: Economic and Social Policies of the Euro-
pean Union

Panel 5: Norms, Culture and Identities within the 
European Union

Panel 6: External Policies and Dimensions

Conclusions
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the base for a potential re-design of the existing 
units. Therefore, the workshop is also addressed to 
external experts, such as the group of Jean Monnet 
Professors, to exchange their experiences with EU-
CONSENT members. This exchange of experience 
serves as an additional input for the intensification 
and extension of knowledge.
The invitation for the workshop, including the draft 
agenda, will be sent to EU-CONSENT members 
in early March 2008. For further information 
please contact Gaby Umbach (WP X leader) at the 
University of Cologne (gaby.umbach@uni-koeln.
de).

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION:  
INSIDE & OUT

Edinburgh, 15-16 May 2008

Workshop organised by Team 7 ‘The Commission 
and the European Civil Service’ under   Work 
Package IV ‘Institutions and Political Actors’

The EU-CONSENT research group on ‘The Com-
mission and the European Civil Service’ will hold 
a workshop at the University of Edinburgh on 15-
16 May. One of the workshop’s primary objectives 
will be to move forward with plans for a ‘Once in 
a Generation’ attitudinal survey of the Commis-
sion to be held in September 2008.  But it will also 
feature presentations on recent research by Renaud 
Dehousse of Sciences Po (Paris), Anchrit Wille of 
Leiden University, and John Peterson of Edinburgh 
University (and leader of the research group). The 
workshop will be attended by invited practitioners 
from the Commission and (possibly) other Euro-
pean administrations, notably Sabine Weyand of the 
the cabinet of Commission President Barroso (and 
former chef du cabinet for Louis Michel, Commis-

Upcoming EU-CONSENT Events

Central European and Balkan states.

3. 25 April, Friday afternoon

The perspectives of the West Balkan enlargement 
and of the reforming of the ENP during the Spanish-
Belgian-Hungarian team presidency in 2010-2011.

This workshop is a follow-up of the November 2007 
meeting and the organizers plan to edit a book on the 
enlarged ENP based on the workshop papers. Re-
ceptions will be held Thursday and Friday evening, 
and the conference will also be supported in these 
programmes by some Hungarian foundations. The 
organizers will cover the travel and accommodation 
costs of the participants. The deadline for the ex-
pression of interests is 31 March 2008 and the short 
draft presentations have to be sent and circulated by 
10 April 2008. For further information, please con-
tact Judit Kis-Varga at judit.kisvarga@uni-corvinus.
hu.

Workshop of Work Package X 
“Teaching”

Cologne, 21 April 2008

At mid-term of EU-CONSENT’s lifetime and of the 
establishment of a core curriculum of conventional 
and virtual teaching units on EU deepening and 
widening, Work Package X ‘Teaching’ has reached 
a new stage in its activities on teaching and training 
within EU-CONSENT. After devoting the first 
project period to the elaboration of teaching units 
on the core subjects of EU-CONSENT, network 
members have tested the different teaching tools 
elaborated within their own teaching courses during 
the past few months. The experiences of this practical 
application will be evaluated and presented during a 
workshop on Monday, 21 April 2008 in Cologne. 
The main objective of the workshop is to discuss 
and disseminate these results in the light of the past 
work of WP X. The results of the workshop form 
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tial for a better regulatory environment.     

This one-day workshop will address basic questions 
as to whether the Open Method of Coordination and 
Alternative Methods of Regulation continue to offer 
viable policy options in the enlarged Union. We will 
focus on the OMC, Social Dialogue and Co-regula-
tion, but would welcome contributions on other as-
pects related to Better Law Making in the EU-27.

The workshop is organised by the members of the 
EU-CONSENT Team 6 (Enlarged Institutions and 
Interaction with National Governments) working on 
non-legislative approaches, i.e. Prof. Edward Best, 
Dr. Michael Kaeding and Jost-Henrik Morgenstern. 
Applications to participate in the workshop should 
be sent to Sonia Piedrafita at s.piedrafita@eipa.eu 
before 20 March 2008, together with an abstract of 
your paper in case you are willing to be considered 
for the publication. The complete papers should be 
delivered by 6 May 2008. 

French Pre-Presidency 
Conference and EU-CONSENT 

General Assembly

Paris, 12-13 June 2008

The forthcoming TEPSA Pre-Presidency Confer-
ence in Paris on 12-13 June 2008 will be combined 
with this year’s EU-CONSENT General Assembly. 
As the next Plenary Conference will not take place 
until 2009, this event aims to bring all participants 
together before entering the final year of EU-CON-
SENT in order to discuss the main agenda and topics 
of the final year of the project. Therefore, please note 
these dates in your agenda and find more detailed 
information below:

French Pre-Presidency Conference in Paris, Sci-
ences Po, 12 - 13 June 2008

sioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid).  

The group is able to fund the attendance and travel 
expenses of one or more delegates doing research on 
related topics.  We are particularly keen to involve 
PhD students.  If you are interested in attending, 
please contact Andrea Birdsall at euconsent@ed.ac.
uk.  Workshop details are available at:

http://www.pol.ed.ac.uk/events/conferences/eucon-
sent.

Alternative Methods of 
Regulation and Better Law 
Making in the enlarged EU

Maastricht, 16 May 2008

Workshop organised by Team 6 ‘Enlarged 
Institutions and Interaction with National 

Governments’ under Work Package IV ‘Institutions 
and Political Actors: New Forms of Governance’.

Discussions on the evolution of European govern-
ance in the last few years have been strongly shaped 
by enlargement and institutional reform. As these is-
sues settle down for the meantime, attention can be 
given in a more focussed way to consideration of 
the relative merits of different approaches and in-
struments in addressing areas of common concern.  

This workshop is a preparatory step for a publica-
tion by the European Institute of Public Adminis-
tration (EIPA) in the framework of EU-CONSENT, 
which will provide an assessment of the main forms 
of non-legislative approaches within the broader 
perspective of the Better Regulation agenda. 

While Better Regulation involves the improvement 
of the quality of legislative proposals, the openness 
and responsiveness of the decision-making process, 
the reduction of unnecessary or overlapping rules 
and the simplification of the laws, the consideration 
of alternatives to laws and regulations is also essen-

Upcoming EU-CONSENT Events
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Upcoming EU-Consent Events

Reminders

Team 23 Conference: ’The External Effects 
of Internal Security: Challenges for the 
Enlarged European Union’

Date(s): 8-9 May 2008

Location: Vienna

Contact: Katrin Alas (alas@oiip.at) and Paul 
Luif (paulluif@oiip.at).

Further information can be found in the Ja-
nuary 2008 issue of the Newsletter.

Fifth EU-CONSENT PhD School: ’The poli-
tical economy of European growth: Demo-
graphy, geography & democracy’

Dates: 2-7 June 2008

Location: Université de Pau et des Pays de 
l’Adour, France

Relevant dates: 

New deadline for submissions of paper propo-
sals: 20 March 2008

Announcement of the selection of partici-
pants: 30 March 2008

Submission of completed papers: 15 May 
2008

For further information see the January is-
sue of the EU-CONSENT Newsletter. More 
information and the application forms will 
soon be available at the PhD Centre section 
of our website www.eu-consent.net.  Please 
note that – contrary to the information given 
in the application form – the contact person in 
Budapest is Judit Kis-Varga.

Contacts: 

Jacques Le Cacheux (jacques.lecacheux@
sciences-po.fr)

Judit Kis-Varga (judit.kisvarga@uni-corvinus.
hu)

Anne Perrin (anne.perrin@univ-pau.fr)

The conference will start with lunch on 12 June 
2008 and is scheduled to end in the afternoon on 13 
June 2008. Once again, this TEPSA Pre-Presidency 
conference aims at an intense exchange of thought 
between academia and practitioners in preparation 
of the French Presidency within the framework of 
the triple Presidency of France, the Czech Republic 
and Sweden. The conference will include round ta-
ble sessions for interesting discussions with the prac-
titioners. For more details on the programme please 
contact Yvonne Nasshoven at TEPSA (Yvonne.Nass-
hoven@tepsa.be) and Florence Deloche-Gaudez at 
Sciences Po, Paris (florence.deloche@sciences-po.
fr). This event should also serve as an opportunity to 
bring the network together once again, as there will 
be no Plenary Conference until Spring 2009.

EU-CONSENT General Meeting(s) in Paris, 12 
June 2008

The network meetings are scheduled for the morn-
ing of 12 June. So far, the following events are 
planned:

One hour • General Assembly in order to discuss 
the activities and management of EU-CON-
SENT’s final year. Furthermore, sustainability of 
the network will have to be discussed.

Cross-cutting working group•	  on ‘Deepening: 
Constitutional and institutional changes’ will 
meet in order to discuss the draft book chapters 
on the European Union after the Lisbon Treaty.

If you are interested in taking the opportunity to also 
organise a meeting of your team or work package 
at that occasion, please contact Funda Tekin (funda.
tekin@uni-koeln.de) no later than 10 March 2008.
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ties, when the Greek economy was struggling to 
get growing again; growth rates were successfully 
pushed to above 4% in recent years, when the un-
easy memories from Greek stagflation of the Eight-
ies (and the Nineties) had vanished. Greece has built 
in two decades major infrastructures – especially in 
transport – while new fields were opened to both 
politicians’ and the public opinion’s attention: hu-
man development, agricultural change, the environ-
ment.

Moreover, new procedures of regional planning 
were introduced and – somehow hesitantly – adopt-
ed in Greece. Having long debated about an inte-
grated development policy, Greece actually got one 
– even if distortions were present in it, due to the 
Brussels-issued nature of many imported elements.

But with hindsight the most important impact of the 
Structural Funds on the Greek economy was that 
their intervention was crucial to make Greece’s par-
ticipation in the European and Monetary Union pos-
sible (and, eventually, the drachma’s passing away 
and participation in the Euro). The long and ardu-
ous effort to meet the Maastricht criteria, to per-
suade the markets that Greek paper could be safely 
bought at Euro-converging long-term rates and to 
convince Frankfurt that the Bank of Greece would 
operate under effective independence, all have been 
greatly helped by the Structural Funds’ presence in 
the Greek economy.

After the presentation a very motivated discussion 
followed. Questions were raised - among others - 
about the comparison of the Irish and Greek ways 
of development, about the evaluation of the absorp-
tion capacities (weak and strong sides) and about 
success and failure stories. It was a well attended 
lecture as representatives of academic institutions 
(fellows of research institutes, university professors 
and students), practitioners and officials of the state 
administration showed up. 

Reports from EU-CONSENT Events

EU-CONSENT Lecture by 
Nikos Frangakis and Antonis 

Papagiannidis (EKEME)

Budapest, 1 February 2008

Hosted by the Institute for World Economics of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences

Nikos Frangakis and Antonis Papagiannidis, both 
from the Greek Centre of European Studies and 
Research (EKEME) delivered an EU-CONSENT 
lecture on the topic ‘The Greek experience of the 
EU policy of economic and social cohesion and the 
“Greek dimension” in the EU process of developing 
the Structural Funds’. The lecture provided an ex-
cellent opportunity for an exchange of experiences 
between an old and new member state regarding not 
only the use of the Structural Funds, but also regard-
ing a general EU-specific learning process.  

The essence of the presentation consisted in explain-
ing how Greece experienced the development of the 
Structural Funds in the Eighties and the Nineties 
and the building of a European policy of Economic 
and Social Cohesion, but also the modus operandi 
of the Greek administration and economy within the 
Funds’ context. It was pointed out that Structural 
Funds negotiations as well as the implementation 
processes for EU programmes that resulted from 
them, has been an overall learning experience for 
Greece – an experience of the corridors and of the 
meeting-rooms of Brussels, of building alliances, 
siding with the Commission, serving as “test cases” 
for Commission schemes, opening new approaches 
to overall EU equilibria, negotiating the Budget. All 
in all, it was a learning experience in full EU-partic-
ipation.

As to the consequences the use of Structural Funds 
assistance had in Greece, both the direct economic 
impact and more in-depth implications for the Greek 
economy were addressed. It was pointed out that 
growth was supported in the Eighties and the Nine-
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David Spence has edited a 
volume entitled The European 
Union and Terrorism (London: 
John Harper. 2007). The 
September 11 attacks in the USA 
lent huge impetus to efforts to 
coordinate and expand the EU’s 
counter-terrorism role, bringing 
about far-reaching cooperation 

and pushing the EU down the track of further 
European integration. The chapters in this book 
explain how and why this has come about and the 
mechanisms involved. They also critically assess 
the limits of such integration, the tensions between 
inter-governmental co-operation and individual 
human rights, and the implications for international, 
and especially transatlantic, relations. A selection of 
key documents rounds out the book with a valuable 
reference dimension. The contents of the book are 
the following:

Introduction: International Terrorism - the Quest for 
a Coherent EU Response, by David Spence

Chapter 1: Terrorism and the EU: the Internal-
External Dimension of Security, by Magnus 
Ekengren

Chapter 2: Radicalisation and Recruitment: The EU 
Response, by Mirjam Dittrich

Chapter 3: Judicial Cooperation in Europe against 
Terrorism, by Hans Nilsson

Chapter 4: Managing Terrorism: Institutional 
Capacities and Counter-Terrorism Policy in the 
EU, by Mark Rhinard, Arjen Boin and Magnus 
Ekengren

Chapter 5: The EU, Terrorism and Effective 
Multilateralism, by Kim Eling

Chapter 6: Transatlantic Relations and Terrorism, 
by Fraser Cameron

Chapter 7: Human Rights, Intelligence Cooperation 
and EU Counter-Terrorism Strategy, by Florian 
Geyer

Conclusion: the Continuing Quest for Coherence: 
Sovereignty, Human Rights and EU Coordination, 

by David Spence

Annexes - texts of key EU documents

The chapter written by Mark Rhinard, EU-
CONSENT coordinator at the Swedish Institute of 
International Affairs (SIIA), together with Arjen 
Boin (University of Leiden) and Magnus Ekengren 
(Swedish National Defence College), takes an 
expanded view of what the EU can contribute 
to counterterrorism efforts by European states. 
It furthermore assesses what capabilities the EU 
possesses to help prevent attacks, to prepare for 
a coordinated response, and to organize a quick 
recovery from an attack. The book can be obtained 
from the EUbookshop.com.

Steffen Osterloh, Friedrich Heinemann and 
Philipp Mohl have published a new issue of the 
EU-CONSENT EU-Budget Working Paper Series, 
entitled The EU tax revisited: Should there be one? 
And will there be one? In advance of the review of 
the EU budget foreseen for 2008/2009, the idea of 
a shift of the EU financing system from national 
contributions to an EU tax has been repeatedly 
voiced. This paper is at first dedicated to an extensive 
overview of the arguments in favour of and against 
such a step. Then, a positive analysis is conducted 
which examines using a static approach to investigate 
whether an EU tax might create a distribution pattern 
which can be accepted by the national governments 
represented in the EU Council. Our results indicate 
that, in addition to the major drawbacks of an EU tax 
derived from the normative analysis, no tax exists 
which might create a distribution pattern of the EU 
contributions which is at least roughly similar to 
the existing one. Therefore, given the veto power 
of the national representatives in the Council, the 
introduction of an EU tax is only realistic if it was 
accompanied by a reinforced correction mechanism. 
Hence, an EU tax would not solve the shortcomings 
of the current fiscal constitution. The paper can be 
downloaded at www.eu-consent.net.

10

New Publications



Eu-Consent Newsletter
No 2:2008 February

EU-CONSENT is supported by the Sixth Framework Programme of the European Commission

University College Dublin (UCD) School of Law

The 11th Irish European Law 
Forum was held in Dublin at 
the end of January on the theme 
of ‘Constitutionalisation: In 
Search of More Effective  
Human Rights Protection in 
Europe‘.  The event was hosted 
by UCD and supported by 

the Irish Human Rights Commission.  It explored 
the concept of ‘constitutionalisation‘ of rights - in 
particular its possible contribution as a solution for 
improving the effectiveness of human rights  protection 
in Europe in both the ECHR and EU context. There 
were three sessions with the Constitutional Reform 
of the Strasbourg System discussed by Prof Steven 
Greer (University of Bristol) speaking on ‘What is 
Wrong with the European Convention on Human 
Rights?‘ and Prof Alastair Mowbray (Nottingham 
University) reflecting on ‘The European Court of 
Human Rights‘ Constitutional Mission: Past, Present 
and Future‘. Suzanne Egan (UCD and the Human 
Rights Commission) acted as discussant bringing 
together theory and praxis.  Prof Takis Tridimas 
(Queen Mary College, University of London) and 
Dr. Gerard Hogan SC (Trinity College Dublin) 
addressed the theme of the ‘Constitutionalisation of 
the EU Charter‘ with Prof Tridimas reflecting on how 
the Charter of Fundamental Rights will be integrated 
into EU Law while Dr. Hogan analysed the potential 

impact of the EU Charter for the Irish constitution. 
At short notice and with aplomb, Mr. John O‘Dowd 
(UCD) acted as discussant.  In the final session on 
‘Europeanisation and Domestication‘, Mr. Colm 
O‘Cinneide (University College London) spoke on 
‘Bridging the Gap - Rights Cosmopolitanism and 
Domestic Particularism in Tension‘ seeing some role 
for particularism. Prof  William Binchy (Trinity 
College Dublin) advocated a more philosophical 
position in his paper ‘Domestication and the Irish 
Constitution: Issues of Controversy‘ while Dr. 
Marie-Luce Paris-Dobozy (UCD) provided a 
case study in her paper ‘Europeanisation and 
Domestication: Factors of Renewal of the French 
Legal System‘.  There ensued a lively discussion 
assisted by the thought-provoking comments of 
Donncha O‘Connell (National University of 
Ireland) as discussant.

The Greek Centre for European Studies and 
Research (EKEME)

On 18 December 2007, 
EKEME, in cooperation 
with the Institute of 
European Integration 
and Policy (IEIP) of the 
University of Athens, 
organized a roundtable on 
the Lisbon Treaty at the 
Office of the European Parliament in Greece. This 
meeting took place only days after the completion 
of the European Council and is the second meeting 
held by EKEME on the institutional debate (the first 
one took place in June 2007, a few hours after the 
completion of the European Council in June). The 
discussion focused on the critical evaluation of the 
Treaty in the process of European integration, on the 
impact of the reforms on the institutional balance 
and on the legibility of the text of the Treaty. 

It was generally perceived that the Lisbon Treaty is a 

News From Partner Institutes
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positive institutional step in comparison to the Nice 
Treaty. However, there is a significant uncertainty 
regarding the impact of the implementation of 
the institutional reforms. It was stressed that the 
institutional balance depends on the future formation 
of institutions as well as on the personalities that 
will assume the leading posts. It was also pointed 
out that the institutional texts were not significantly 
simplified and that they were not easily “accessible” 
to the European citizens. The European leaders do 
not comprehend the particularity of the EU as a 
novel institutional pattern and, therefore, the debate 
is confined to the institutional level. The lack of a 
political vision was depicted as the most significant 
deficiency of the Lisbon Treaty. The fact that the 
economic and external policies have reached a 
stalemate impedes the incessant motion of European 
integration. On the other hand, it was argued that 
the Lisbon Treaty constitutes a hesitant step to the 
awareness of the repercussions of external threats in 
EU member states and of the need of exploitation of 
economies of scale. In addition, during the discussion, 
the European Court of Justice was indicated as a 
factor that could alter the institutional balance in 
favour of a more coherent EU policy. Emphasis 
was also given to the importance of informing the 
European citizens on the Lisbon Treaty in contrast 
with the disappointing information campaign for the 
Constitutional Treaty.

EKEME would also like to inform all the other EU-
CONSENT participants that its website is being 
updated. Please visit the site at www.ekeme.gr.

Presenting Partner Institutes

THE CYPRUS INSTITUTE OF 
MEDITERRANEAN, EUROPEAN 
AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

(KIMEDE)

Partner No. 34

Created in October 1997 as a non-profit think tank 
by three Canada-educated aficionados of “Pragmat-
ic Idealism” (a concept introduced into the theory 
of international relations by Costas Melakopides), 
KIMEDE embarked energetically on the promotion 
of European principles and values. Inevitably, it 
was primarily concerned with addressing the “Cy-
prus Problem” and to explore its implications for the 
EU, for Greek-Turkish relations, and the strength-
ening EU-Cyprus bonds. KIMEDE also focused on 
Cyprus´s promising role as a hub between Europe, 
North Africa and the Middle East. Hence, its first 
international conference –“Stability and Prosperity 
in the Eastern Mediterranean: The Prospects for Co-
operation Between the European Union, Cyprus and 
the Middle East”- was organised in Nicosia, in May 
1999, in collaboration with ELIAMEP of Athens 
and the Israel/Palestine Centre for Research and In-
formation (IPCRI). The next international KIMEDE 
conference addressed the Cyprus Problem, in the 
coastal city of Larnaka, in June 2001. This was held 
in collaboration with the Canadian Centre for For-
eign Policy Development [CCFPD], then think-tank 
of the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade. Ever since, KIMEDE has spon-
sored seminars and lectures, 
has organised book presenta-
tions, and has involved Uni-
versity of Cyprus students in 
its various activities.  In 2006, 
it started the publication of 
The Cyprus Yearbook of Inter-
national Relations, now in its 
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second edition.

KIMEDE´s international profile and activities 
were enhanced by joining FORNET. Then, after 
TEPSA´s Clingendael pre-Presidency Conference 
in The Hague, in June 2004, the Cyprus Institute 
was accepted as a new full member of TEPSA. Soon 
thereafter, it was invited to join EU-CONSENT. 
KIMEDE´s role in our Network of Excellence has 
mainly been to produce elaborate Cypriot reports 
for “EU-25/27 Watch” and to participate in WP VII 
on External Relations. Three months ago, EuroMes-
co also extended to KIMEDE an invitation to full 
membership.

Currently, the KIMEDE Board consists of nine 
members, whose names and professional affiliations 
are listed on our website (www.kimede.org). The 
Board includes primarily academics, one associate 
editor of a leading Cypriot newspaper, one Univer-
sity of Cyprus administrator, one acting diplomat, 
and one lawyer and author of scientific publications. 
In addition, we have collaborated for years with a 
Research Associate (Mr Christos Xenophontos) 
and a Research Assistant (Ms Nicoleta Athanasia-
dou), both our former students, today employed by 
research outfits handling EU-related matters. Dur-
ing 2006-7, we engaged two University of Cyprus 
fourth-year students (Ms Annita Demetriou and 
Ms Polyxeni Mastromichali) for the purposes of 
“EU-25/27 Watch”. Besides the aforementioned col-
leagues, we draw on the willing student population 
of our Universities, for active participation or assist-
ance in organizing our events.

Although an autonomous NGO, KIMEDE is in on-
going and immediate association with the University 
of Cyprus, its academic staff and students, primarily 
through teaching by its President, Professor Costas 
Melakopides. Long-time collaborator, and Member 
of KIMEDE´s Board, Mr Giorgos Kentas, active 
for years in both political analysis and teaching in 
Cyprus, is now employed by the new University of 
Nicosia. Recently, one of the co-founders, Professor 

Andreas Antoniou, has returned to Cyprus (follow-
ing several years at the Commonwealth Secretariat 
in London) to teach at Nicosia´s Phillips College. 
Given that “EU-25/27 Watch” is built essentially 
on elaborate interviews with civil servants in many 
Cypriot Ministries, with MPs and MEPs, with jour-
nalists and political analysts, the Institute´s output 
and information on the European Union, as well as 
TEPSA´s and EU-CONSENT´s activities, enjoy 
wide dissemination. Moreover, our publications 
–both in the Cypriot press and in academic books 
and journals- receive attention through our website. 
In addition, KIMEDE is organizing book presenta-
tions that are advertised in the Nicosia press, at the 
universities, and through “word of mouth” in Cypriot 
civil society. The publication since 2006 of The Cy-
prus Yearbook of International Relations has raised 
KIMEDE´s profile and role even further. Beyond 
Cyprus, the Yearbook has circulated in the librar-
ies of many European universities and well-known 
think-tanks. Finally, many members of KIMEDE 
–such as the above-mentioned academics, Mr Chris-
tos Xenophontos, and Dr. Achilles Emilianides- are 
regular contributors of articles in the Cypriot printed 
media and are regularly interviewed by radio and 
TV channels on European and international issues.

The Institute´s members and affiliates have pub-
lished articles in academic journals and numerous 
books, some of which are mentioned on KIMEDE´s 
website. Some further publications can be found in 
the e-Library of the EU-CONSENT website. Fur-
thermore, Costas Melakopides and Giorgos Kentas 
have contributed to electronic publications on Eu-
ropean issues in Germany, Spain and the UK. Also, 
KIMEDE´s co-founder Kostas Sasmatzoglou (an 
ENP expert and EPP official) is on the Advisory 
Board of EPP´s European View, where he contrib-
uted, inter alia, the editorial ”Democracy-building 
in Europe and Beyond” in the Journal´s Volume 2 
(Autumn 2005).
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Some recent examples of major publications by 
KIMEDE staff include: 

Achilles Emilianides, Giorgos Kentas and • 
Michalis Kontos, The European Union Facing 
the Future (Nicosia: Power Publishing, 2006, in 
Greek). 

Costas Melakopides, • Is There an Ethics in World 
Politics: An Introduction to Theory and Practice 
(Athens: I. Sideris Publications, March 2003, 
in Greek). The central thesis of this book is that 
“the European Union is the emerging superpow-
er with a moral difference”. 

Costas Melakopides, • Un-
fair Play: Cyprus, Turkey, 
Greece, the UK and the EU 
(published in 2006 by the 
Centre for International Re-
lations, Queen´s University, 
Kingston, Canada), 

Unfair Play and the two editions of The Cyprus 
Yearbook of International Relations (for 2006 and 
2007) are scheduled to be presented in April 2008, 
in Brussels, under the auspices of TEPSA in a 
seminar assessing the results and implications of 
Cyprus´s February 2008 Presidential elections. The 
central theses of Unfair Play were also presented at 
Ljubljana University, in collaboration with its Cen-
tre of International Relations, on 5 December 2007, 
immediately following TEPSA´s Pre-Presidency 
Conference in the capital of Slovenia. 

While Emilianides has been lecturing in various EU 
countries in the areas of his specialization (including 
European Union Law, International Law, and Human 
Rights), Kentas and Melakopides have been giving 
public lectures in Cyprus and abroad. Indicative is 
Giorgos Kentas´ latest public lecture, “EU-Turkey 
Relations”, given initially at the “Open University” 
of the University of Cyprus on 17 October 2007. It 
was broadcast live by the Cyprus Broadcasting Cor-

poration, reaching its audiences both at home and 
abroad. The same public lecture was then presented 
by arrangement with the University of Cyprus in 
London, England, on 20 December 2007.

Costas Melakopides, co-
founder of KIMEDE and its 
President ever since, teaches 
and researches on the Cy-
prus problem, EU-Cyprus 
relations, Greek-Turkish 
relations, Turkish foreign 
policy and political culture, 
International Ethics, and 

the EU´s principles and values. Other recent EU-
CONSENT-related publications include an essay 
in the Journal of Political and Military Sociology 
(Vol. 34:2, Winter 2006), an article in Mediterra-
nean Quarterly (Vol. 17:1, Winter 2006), and two 
essays in The Cyprus Yearbook of International Re-
lations for 2006 and 2007. The last one is entitled 
“The Moral Obligations of the European Union to 
the Republic of Cyprus”.

Andreas Antoniou, co-
founder of KIMEDE, and 
Vice-President (Econom-
ics), teaches Econometrics 
and Game Theory at the 
Philips College in Nicosia. 
His research concentrates 
on European Economic 
Integration, International 
Development Finance and 
the new Aid Architecture. He has published exten-
sively in refereed international journals on these and 
other related issues. 

Giorgos Kentas, Member of the Board, teaches at 
the University of Nicosia and focuses his research 
on the Cyprus problem, Turkey-EU relations, the-
ory of international relations, and strategic studies. 
Recent EU-CONSENT related publications include 
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“The ESDP and the Cypriot Security and Defense 
Policy”, in Aimilianides, A. (ed), One Year After Cy-
prus’ Accession to the EU (Nicosia: Power Publica-
tions, 2005, pp. 103-132, in Greek).

Achilles Emilianides, PhD, Member of the Board, 
is a lawyer and scholar who has published exten-
sively on Chrurch-State relations, Human Rights, 
and EU law. Recent EU-CONSENT related publica-
tions include One Year After Cyprus’ Accession to 
the EU (Nicosia: Power Publications, 2005, pp. 103-
132, in Greek).
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