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Dear friends,

Welcome to the August 2008 issue of the EU-
CONSENT Newsletter!

In this issue you will find information on how to 
organise ‘EU-CONSENT panels’ at the EUSA 2009 
Eleventh Biennial International Conference, which 
will take place in Los Angeles on 23-25 April 2009.

You will also find information on a Team 2 workshop 
in Oxford, a Team 26 panel at the 2008 ECPR 
conference in Riga, a Work Package X ‘Teaching’ 
workshop in Cologne, as well as the final PhD 
School, which will be a ‘PhD Market’, to take place 
in Brussels on 9-13 February 2009. In addition, you 
will find information on the Seventh meeting of Work 
Package II/III ‘Theories’, the second workshop of 
Task Force Research Frame and a meeting of EU-
CONSENT’s Sustainability Working Group, which 
will all take place in Rome on 29-30 September 
2008. 

You will also find information on the latest issue 
of the EU-CONSENT EU-Budget Working Paper 
Series, as well as on an event recently organised by 
the Greek Centre of European Studies & Research 
(EKEME). 

Best wishes from Stockholm,

Gunilla and Martin

No 7:2008 

August

EU-CONSENT NEWSLETTER is published monthly by Gunilla Herolf, editor and leader of Work Package XII, Dissemination 
(herolf@sipri.org). Information Manager: Martin Sjögren, sjogren@sipri.org.
Please send contributions for the next issue before 26 September 2008.
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Editor’s Column

!Out now! 

New issue of ’CFSP Forum’
Volume 6, No. 4, July 2008

The latest issue of ’CFSP Forum’ contains the 
following articles.

Index

Lynne Dryburgh•	 : ’Adaptation? The 
CFSP and the Member States’

Stephanie B. Anderson•	 : ’Selling the 
ESDP’

Miguel Medina Abellan•	 : ’Turkey and 
the ESDP: Anatomy of an Uncomfortable 
Relationship’

You will find this and other issues of       
’CFSP Forum’ at 

www.eu-consent.net.
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EU-CONSENT Panels at the 
EUSA 2009 Eleventh Biennial 

International Conference

Towards the end of EU-CONSENT’s project life-
time the EUSA 2009 Eleventh Biennial International 
Conference will take place in Los Angeles (23 – 25 
April 2009). The six subdivisions of the programme 
of the EUSA Conference are:

 integration theory 1. 
 institutions2. 
 political economy3. 
 political sociology4. 
 law and public policy5. 
 external relations6. 

Given that these match exactly the thematic focus of 
EU-CONSENT’s thematic work packages, this con-
ference represents a perfect opportunity for enhanc-
ing EU-CONSENT’s outreach and dissemination. 
Thus, please feel encouraged to organise so-called 
‘EU-CONSENT panels’ at this EUSA conference in 
L.A.

The final deadline for submitting panel/paper pro-
posals is 30 September 2008. Further information 
on the Conference and forms for submitting panel 
proposals can be found under http://www.eustudies.
org/conference.php?cid=2.

In terms of EU-CONSENT’s dissemination activi-
ties, the network would benefit the most if each work 
package was represented by one panel summarising 
the research results of the past four years of project 
lifetime.

Please consider within your work package a panel 
proposal (panels should comprise 3-4 papers and 
could also represent team meetings) and inform the 
project and financial manager (funda.tekin@uni-
koeln.de) whether you are planning to submit a pro-
posal by 30 September 2008.

Possible sources for funding are left-overs from 

your team/work package budget – additional funds 
can be requested from the dissemination budget and 
from the redistribution budget for proactive flexible 
integration. Given that rather high air fares can be 
expected, EU-CONSENT might only be able to pro-
vide co-funding instead of full financial support to 
panel participants. 

2008 EU-CONSENT PhD Award 
Winners Announced

The following papers won the 2008 EU-CONSENT 
PhD Awards:

Andrea Schlenker1. : ’Multiple identities in Eu-
rope: a conceptual and empirical analysis’

Aris Trantidis2. : ’The economic underpinnings 
of semi-authoritarianism: explaining preferen-
ces and power relations in the case of Belarus’

Imogen Sudbery3. : ’Europeanisation From the 
Bottom Up? Analysing ‘Usages of Europe’ in 
Poland’

The papers can be found at www.eu-consent.net.

News on the Network

THANK YOU!!!

Funda Tekin and Gaby Umbach, 
together with Franziska Bopp and 

Andreas Hofmann, have once again 
done the impossible. After having col-
lected, written and rewritten a massive 
number of reports related to the third 

year of EU-CONSENT, everything was 
submitted on time to the Commission. 

Thank you for your great work!
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Coordination of research on 
the second half of the 1970s

Oxford, 19-20 September 2008

Workshop organised by Team 2 ‘Visions from the 
past & lessons for the future’ under Work Package 

II/III ‘Theories and Approaches’

After concentrating historical research first on the 
recently declassified archives of the first half of the 
1970s (which led to the volume “Beyond the Cus-
toms Union: The European Community’s Quest for 
Deepening, Widening and Completion, 1969-1975”, 
published at the end of 2007 by Bruylant, Brussels) 
Team 2 is now starting the second part of its work on 
the archives, dealing roughly with the second half of 
the 1970s.

A workshop to be held on 19-20 September, 2008 at 
Wolfson College, University of Oxford, will iden-
tify the most important research topic of this period, 
discuss the technical possibilities of research, and 
coordinate the activities of the researchers. In or-
der to also include research activities at the doctoral 
level, representatives of two Ph.D. student organiza-
tions dealing with European integration history will 
participate in this meeting: the History of European 
Integration Research Stud-
ies Association (HEIRS) 
and the Réseau de jeunes 
chercheurs de l’histoire de 
l’intégration européenne 
(RICHIE). 

Developments to be ana-
lysed are the integration 
of the new members of the 
time (United Kingdom, 
Ireland, Denmark) into the 
European Community, the institutional changes due 
to the establishment of the European Council in De-
cember 1974 and the first direct election of the Eu-
ropean Parliament in 1979, the discussion about the 
Political Union (Tindemans report, etc.), the conse-

quences of the economic crisis 1973/74, especially 
on the monetary field, and political cooperation in a 
period of declining détente. The Team is aiming to 
answer the question how far these developments are 
consequences of the first enlargement of the Com-
munity and in which respect this enlargement af-
fected appropriate responses on the challenges of the 
second half of the 1970s.

The workshop will ask for papers that should be pre-
sented at a second meeting in April 2009.

ECPR Panel: Political Time in 
the EU

Riga, 26 September 2008

Panel organised at the ECPR Pan-European Con-
ference by Team 26 ‘The Temporality of Europeani-
zation and Enlargement’ under Work Package II/III 

‘Theories and Approaches’

To understand how political power is institutional-
ised in the political system of the European Union, 
the EU ‘timescape’ – i.e. the time rules and time 

horizons shaping the activi-
ties of the EU institutions – is 
central. The focus on time re-
veals interesting new insights 
on the subtext of power in the 
EU. Chaired by Jan-Hinrik 
Meyer-Sahling (University 
of Nottingham) and Klaus 
H. Goetz (University of Pots-
dam) and with Simon Bulm-
er (University of Sheffield) as 

discussant, the Riga panel will explore the nature of 
the EU timescape and discuss the fruitfulness of the 
time perspective for further research. 
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Upcoming EU-CONSENT Events

Final EU-CONSENT Plenary 
Conference

The final EU-CONSENT Plenary  
Conference will take place in Brus-

sels on 26-27 March 2009. For more 
details see the June 2008 issue of this 

Newsletter.
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European Commission.

Katja Lass-Lennecke and Annika Werner: • Insti-
tutional Time and EU Policies: The Impact of 
Eastern Enlargement Policy on the European 
Commission.

Radoslaw Zubek: • EU Accession, Legislative Time 
and Law Production in East Central Europe.

Seventh meeting of Work Pack-
age II/III “Theories”

Rome, 29 September 2008

During EU-CONSENT’S final year, WP II/III “The-
ories” focuses on three broad thematic areas: 

Reassessment and refinement of the initial four 1. 
sets of scenarios for the future of the enlarged EU 
in light of the work package’s research results fo-
cussing on the core question “Is there a future for 
EU deepening and widening?”; 

Analysis of the impact of the further development 2. 
of treaty revisions and the future of the Lisbon 
Treaty (in light of the difficulties concerning its 
ratification after the Irish ‘No’ and/or its non-rati-
fication) giving an answer to the questions “How 
much change will there be in the reformed Union 
with the new treaty?” and “What implications 
would a non-ratification of the treaty have?”; 

Compilation and synthesis of WP II/III research 3. 
results.

Structurally, the work package continues to be close-
ly interlinked with EU-CONSENT’s horizontal in-
tegrating activities of Task Force Research Frame 
(which is especially supported by Team 1) and the 
cross-cutting working group on “Deepening: Consti-
tutional and Institutional Change”. 
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Upcoming EU-Consent Events

First, Klaus H. Goetz (University of Potsdam) will 
offer guidelines for the systematic study of the tem-
poral features of the EU political system. He will 
discuss critical issues in the institutionalisation of 
political time along the dimensions of polity, politics 
and policy and review dominant perspectives in the 
study of political time such as system performance, 
power distribution and legitimacy.

Then, Luc Tholoniat (European Commission) will 
look at the European Commission and the main tem-
poral factors guiding its action. He will illustrate two 
recent, but increasingly significant, instruments of 
the Commission’s work – its planning and program-
ming cycle and the use of impact assessments – and 
ask how they influence the Commission in adapting 
to a diverse and changing EU agenda. 

Third, Katja Lass-Lennecke and Annika Werner 
(University of Potsdam) will approach the role of 
time in the relationship between EU institutions 
and EU policies. Addressing the example of the EU 
Commission and Eastern Enlargement policy, they 
will explore the impact of temporal policy require-
ments on the institution’s internal setting and intro-
duce time as an indicator for institutional change.

Finally, Radoslaw Zubek (London School of Eco-
nomics and Political Science) will investigate legis-
lative time and law production. Regarding pre-ac-
cession legislation in East Central Europe, he will 
ask for the effects and use of time constraints and 
legislative agenda control by government and oppo-
sition actors at national level.

For more information, please contact Katja Lass-
Lennecke: lasslenn@uni-potsdam.de, or consult the 
website of the research project on the EU Timescape: 
www.uni-potsdam.de/db/ls_regierungssystem_brd/

Papers to be presented at the Panel

Klaus H. Goetz and Jan-Hinrik Meyer-Sahling: • 
The EU Timescape: A Research Agenda.

Luc Tholoniat: • The Temporal Constitution of the 
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The overall aims of the Task Force remain the fol-
lowing:

Re-visit the four initial scenarios related to EU • 
deepening and widening;

Examine potential focal points for the further de-• 
velopment of guiding assumptions and theses;

Elaborate the common multi-/interdisciplinary • 
set of guiding assumptions and theses.

During EU-CONSENT’s final year, the Task Force 
particularly focuses on generating the following out-
put:

Further development of the common theoretical • 
research frame, including the elaboration of ten 
theses on the interrelation of EU deepening and 
widening;

Compilation of EU-CONSENT’s research re-• 
sults;

Preparation of synergy papers on strategies and • 
scenarios for the enlarged EU and on “empiri-
cal findings”, compiling the results of EU-CON-
SENT’s thematic work packages;

Organisation of two Task Force Research Frame • 
workshops on EU-CONSENT’s theoretical re-
search frame.

The second workshop of Task Force Research 
Frame in September 2008 in Rome serves to discuss 
the structure and focus of the process of compil-
ing EU-CONSENT’s research results. To this end, 
a questionnaire was distributed to EU-CONSENT 
members in late August 2008. This questionnaire 
will form the basis for the compilation and presenta-
tion of EU-CONSENT results, relating them to EU-
CONSENT’s key thematic focus. 

The questionnaire will be discussed during the Rome 
meeting. In order to deliver input to the workshop, 
you are kindly asked to prepare answers to the ques-

The seventh WP meeting in September 2008 in Rome 
is linked to the second workshop of Task Force Re-
search Frame. It concentrates on the discussion of 
the following three areas: 

Main concepts of the respective disciplinary 1. 
theoretical perspectives related to EU deepening 
and widening with, after or besides the Lisbon 
Treaty; 

Periods of EU evolution in view of the respec-2. 
tive disciplinary perspective; 

Trajectories and scenarios for EU deepening and 3. 
widening based on the respective experiences 
and expectations. 

Based on these three areas, a questionnaire has been 
developed to structure the compilation of EU-CON-
SENT’s research results within Task Force Research 
Frame. In Rome, WP II/III teams will add to the Task 
Force by giving answers to the questionnaire and by 
commenting on its structure and content.

Second workshop of Task 
Force Research Frame

Rome, 29 September 2008

EU-CONSENT’S Task Force Research Frame con-
tinues to work on (multi-/inter-)disciplinary guid-
ing assumptions and theses concerning the interre-
lation of EU deepening and widening. Moreover, 
it will compile the research results of the different 
thematic work packages within one synergy paper 
on “empirical findings”. To inform the work of Task 
Force Research Frame, each work package and team 
is asked to compile research results gathered during 
EU-CONSENT’s lifetime. 

Upcoming EU-CONSENT Events
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tionnaire and comment on its structure and content. 
To feed in information from your team, please con-
tact your work package leader(s). 

You are kindly invited to participate in this work-
shop. In case you are interested to do so, please con-
tact Gaby Umbach (gaby.umbach@uni-koeln.de) at 
the University of Cologne by Monday, 8 September 
2008.

Meeting of EU-CONSENT’s Sus-
tainability Working Group

Rome, 30 September 2008

EU-CONSENT has installed a new Sustainabil-
ity Working Group in its final year, due to meet in 
Rome, 30 September 2008. It is designed to coor-
dinate measures geared toward the sustainability 
of EU-CONSENT’s activities beyond the termina-
tion of the network’s officially funded lifetime. The 
working group will define an EU-CONSENT sus-
tainability strategy, focussing on the following is-
sues: 

degree of formality of post EU-CONSENT ac-• 
tivities; 

organisation of post EU-CONSENT activities; • 

tools of sustainability; • 

sustainable integration of young researchers. • 

During the first content related meeting of the work-
ing group in Rome, first ideas and options to ensure 
the sustainability of EU-CONSENT activities in the 
future will be discussed. For this purpose, a ques-
tionnaire was designed to be circulated among EU-
CONSENT members. Suggestions by the working 
group will be communicated to and discussed with 
the network during the final year of project lifetime, 

Upcoming EU-CONSENT Events

with results to be presented at the concluding Ple-
nary Conference on 26-27 March 2009 in Brussels.

From Teaching to Sustainable 
Knowledge

Cologne, 28 November 2008

Workshop organized by Work Package X       
‘Teaching’

The WP X workshop “From Teaching to Sustainable 
Knowledge” will be held on Friday, 28 November 
2008 in Cologne to discuss relevant elements of the 
foreseen move to open up EU-CONSENT’s teaching 
tools. The workshop will focus on the sustainability 
of EU-CONSENT teaching activities, including the 
discussion of redesign of teaching instruments to 
provide broader access to knowledge on EU deep-
ening and widening for the wider public.

This move towards sustainability of knowledge is 
envisaged to extend EU-CONSENT’s teaching and 
learning dimension beyond universities. It shall pre-
pare knowledge on EU deepening and widening for 
consultation by a broader group of interested citi-
zens. By doing so, WP X aims at perpetuating access 
to knowledge on EU enlargement and reforms for 
the wider public. In this context, especially the vir-
tual teaching units will be revisited and–in order to 
increase their sustainability–redesigned for broader 
public use to serve as virtual “knowledge units” on 
EU deepening and widening. Elements such as sim-
plification of structures, enhancement of relevance 
for citizens and increased use of examples belong to 
this new orientation that shall be subject to discus-
sion during the workshop.

The draft agenda of the workshop will be commu-
nicated in the next EU-CONSENT newsletter (Sep-
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tember 2008).

If you are interested in participating, please contact 
WP X “Teaching” Leader Gaby Umbach (gaby.um-
bach@uni-koeln.de) at the University of Cologne.

EU-CONSENT PhD Market: 

Lessons of the Past for Visions 
of the Future: New challenges 
for old dilemmas: re-invented 

Union or status quo?

Brussels, 9-13 February 2009

After five successful PhD Schools on the most im-
portant aspects of EU-CONSENT’s research areas, 
the final EU-CONSENT PhD School will themati-
cally focus on a broader range of topics related to 
EU deepening and widening and aims at giving an 
overview on current research results and theses elab-
orated during the four years of the project’s lifetime. 
The school will be opened up to become a “PhD 
Market” in order to provide an environment where 
PhD students can not only present their research, but 
also establish contacts with think tanks, editors and 
stakeholders. 

A detailed programme with further information will 
be provided in the next issue of the Newsletter and 
via the mailinglists.

At the school EU-CONSENT PhD students shall be 
encouraged to actively contribute to their promo-
tion in the European Research Area by organising an 
EU-CONSENT workshop / roundtable of their own 
funded by EU-CONSENT’s PhD Centre of Excel-
lence. 

This provides PhD students from this Network of 
Excellence with the unique opportunity to structure 

Upcoming EU-CONSENT Events

an EU-CONSENT event according to their needs, 
ideas, visions and interests of which the topic could 
be:

methodology• 
theories• 
policies• 
and others.• 

As the final PhD School will thematically focus on a 
broader range of topics related to EU deepening and 
widening the PhD students will be free to choose 
any subject for the workshop that relates to this field 
of research.

The workshop is scheduled Wednesday 11 February 
2009 morning.

If you are interested in organising this workshop / 
roundtable by inviting experts in the research field 
of your interest please submit a workshop proposal 
by Friday 31 October 2008 at the very latest provid-
ing the following information:

Who is organising the workshop (contact • 
person(s))?

Subject and title of the workshop• 

Who would you like to invite as panellists / dis-• 
cussants?

Abstract of 500 words on topic and objectives • 
of the event

Contact: Franziska Bopp [franziska.bopp@uni-
koeln.de] 
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Upcoming EU-CONSENT Events

Workshop: ’The European Union as a Glo-
bal Actor - Lisbon Treaty and Beyond’

Dates: 2-4 October 2008

Location: Lódz

For further information see the June issue of 
the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and www.eu-
consent.net. 

Contacts: Maria Karasinska-Fendler (mkf@
ie.lodz.pl) and Anna Jedrzejewska (ajedrze-
jewska@ie.lodz.pl)

WP VI Workshop: ’Internal Market and 
Domestic Legitimacy’

Dates: November 2008

Location: Bruges

For further information see the May issue of 
the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and www.eu-
consent.net. 

Contacts: Matteo Negrinotti (mnegrinotti@
coleurop.be)

EU-CONSENT Workshop at the 2009 ECPR 
Joint Sessions: ’Institutionalising Euro-
pean Cooperation in the Area of Internal 
Security’

Dates: 14-19 April 2009

Location: Lisbon

For further information see the June issue of 
the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and www.eu-
consent.net. 

Contacts: Thomas Christiansen 
(t.christiansen@eipa-nl.com) and Mark Rhi-
nard (mark.rhinard@ui.se)

Reminders

Team 6 Workshop: ’Non-Legislative      
Methods in EU Integration’

Dates: 19 September 2008

Location: Brussels

For further information see the May issue of 
the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and www.eu-
consent.net. 

Contacts: Sonia Piedrafita (s.piedrafita@eipa.
eu)

Team 19 Workshop: ’Pathways to Flexicu-
rity: Nordic Experiences and Application in 
Continental Europe’

Dates: 26 September 2008

Location: Brussels

For further information see the June issue of 
the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and www.eu-
consent.net. 

Contacts: Ilaria Maselli (ilaria.maselli@ceps.
eu)

Team 9 Workshop: ’Towards Increased 
Policy Effectiveness: Inter-Institutional 
Dialogues in the Enlarged Union’

Dates: 1-2 October 2008

Location: Brussels

For further information see the May issue of 
the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and www.eu-
consent.net. 

Contacts: Milena Bigatto (mb.eu-consent@
soc.unitn.it)
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News from partner institutes

New EU-CONSENT EU-Budget Working Paper 
now available

Sándor Richter has recently published a new issue 
of the EU-CONSENT EU-Budget Working Paper 
Series entitled Facing the Monster ‘Juste Retour’: 
On the Net Financial Position of Member States 
vis-à-vis the EU Budget and a Proposal for Reform 
(EU-Consent EU-Budget Working Paper No. 7, Au-
gust 2008).

Under the current system of the EU budget there 
is no way to avoid extreme net financial positions 
without exemptions, and the whole bargaining proc-
ess cannot be based on another principle than that of 
fighting for a ‘juste retour’. The solution proposed in 
the paper faces the ‘juste retour’ problem frontally 
instead of negating or circumventing it. Net financial 
positions would be pre-fixed and they would reflect 
the individual member states’ levels of development 
relative to the EU average. Thus there remains no 
need for exemptions or any other non-rule-based 
regulation. An increased flexibility in allocation 
of EU co-financed expenditures in member states 
would be able to neutralize ‘juste retour’ motivated 
discussions on the current and future importance of 
individual EU policies.

Contents:

1) The net financial position in the prevailing sys-
tem: myth and reality

Major and minor net payers • 
Contributions to the Community budget: pay as • 
you earn? 
Expenditures from the EU budget: how to recon-• 
cile eternal losers? 
Net financial positions are only one part of the • 
picture

2) The way out from the ‘juste retour’ attitude - pro-
posal for a radical reform

The guiding principles • 
New rules of cross-member state redistribution • 

Revenues of the EU budget • 
Expenditures of the EU budget • 
Net payer member states: better net financial po-• 
sitions after the reform 
Net beneficiary member states: smaller but se-• 
cured net gains 
Further enlargements affordable in the reformed • 
system

3) Conclusions

The paper can be dowloaded at http://www.eu-con-
sent.net/content.asp?contentid=1680.

 

The Greek Centre of European 
Studies & Research (EKEME)

The Greek Centre of European Studies and Research 
(EKEME) organized a Round Table Discussion, in 
cooperation with the Institute of European Integra-
tion and Policy (IEIP) of the University of Athens on 
Turkey: Balancing between the European perspec-
tive and internal instability. The event took place on 
1 July 2008 in Athens. A summary of the event is 
available at www.ekeme.gr. 
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New Publications


