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Dear friends,

Welcome to the November 2008 issue of the EU-
CONSENT Newsletter!

In this issue you will find information on two 
upcoming events: the TEPSA pre-presidency 
conference in Prague on 4-5 December and a Team 
8 workshop in London on 23 January.

Also included is a report from a Team 5 workshop 
held in Budapest at the end of October to discuss 
presidency preparations in the new member states.

You will also find information on three recent 
publications.

This month the turn has come to present the Institute 
of European Studies and International Relations 
(IESIR) at at Comenius University in Bratislava.

Best wishes from Stockholm,

Gunilla and Martin
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Editor’s Column

EU-CONSENT Final Plenary      
Conference

Dear EU-CONSENT members,

We would like to warmly invite you to the fourth 
and final plenary conference of EU-CONSENT 
in Brussels, 26– 27 March 2009!

One of the main aims of this concluding plenary 
conference will be to re-visit EU-CONSENT’s 
network activities and research results as well 
as to discuss and kick-off the implementation of 
EU-CONSENT’s sustainability strategy. 

The representation of each EU-CONSENT 
member institute is highly demanded to make 
this final plenary conference a concluding suc-
cess of the officially funded    lifetime of the 
network!

The draft agenda includes:
Welcome and introduction• 
Plenary session (I) designed according to • 
EU-CONSENT’s horizontal integrating ap-
proach 
Parallel sessions of the thematic work pack-• 
ages (II/III – VII) 
Annual EU-CONSENT Lecture & recep-• 
tion
General Assembly including Q&A session • 
with the project manager
Plenary session (II) on research results and • 
EU-CONSENT’s sustainability strategy
Lunch time debate• 

Please note the date in your agenda! 
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TEPSA Pre-Presidency           
Conference

Prague, 4-5 December 2008

Conference organised by the Institute of Interna-
tional Relations in cooperation with TEPSA and 

EU-CONSENT’

TEPSA’s Pre-Presidency Conference for the Czech 
presidency will take place on 4-5 December 2008 
in Prague. The Conference is organised by TEPSA’s 
Czech member institute “Institute of International 
Relations” in cooperation with TEPSA and the EU-
CONSENT network and the Jean Monnet Centre of 
Excellence in EU studies.

The draft programme includes a presentation of  the 
“Priorities and Challenges of the Czech EU Presi-
dency” and sessions on the following themes:

The EU after the Lisbon Treaty• 

Euroscepticism• 

The EU and its international partners• 

The EU facing the global economic crisis• 

The general prospects for the EU.• 

The event will take place at the premises of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic.

Further details are available from Petr Kratoch-
vil (kratochvil@iir.cz), Katerina Klevarova (Con-
ference_service@iir.cz) or Anne Schmidt (anne.
schmidt@tepsa.be).

The European Parliament - 
The Great Looser of the Irish     

Referendum?

London, 23 January 2009

Workshop organised by Team 8 ‘European Parlia-
ment and European Politics’ under Work Package 

IV ‘Institutions and Political Actors’

This workshop will examine the implications for the 
European Parliament of the ‘no‘ in the Irish refe-
rendum and discuss alternative scenarios as well as 
the long-term perspectives for the European Parlia-
ment.

Further details will be available soon and will be 
presented in the December issue of this Newsletter. 

For more information, please contact Ulrike Rüb-
Taylor (ulrike.rub@fedtrust.co.uk or +44 20 7320 
3045).

Upcoming EU-CONSENT Events
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Upcoming EU-CONSENT Events

Reminders

EU-CONSENT workshop at the 2009 ECPR 
Joint Sessions: ’Institutionalising Euro-
pean Cooperation in the Area of Internal 
Security’

Dates: 14-19 April 2009

Location: Lisbon

For further information see the June issue of 
the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and www.eu-
consent.net. 

Contacts: Thomas Christiansen 
(t.christiansen@eipa-nl.com) and Mark Rhi-
nard (mark.rhinard@ui.se)

Further information on the 2009 ECPR Joint 
Sessions is available at http://www.ecpr.org.
uk/lisbon/index.html

PhD Market: ’Lessons of the Past for 
Visions of the Future: New Challenges for 
Old Dilemmas: Reinvented Union or Status 
Quo?’

Dates: 9-13 February 2009

Location: Brussels

For further information see the August issue 
of the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and www.
eu-consent.net. 

Contact: Andreas Hofmann (andreas.hof-
mann@uni-koeln.de)

WP X workshop: ’Teaching EU Deepening 
and Widening: From Teaching to Sustaina-
ble Knowledge’

Dates: 28 November 2008

Location: Cologne

For further information see the October issue 
of the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and www.
eu-consent.net. 

Contacts: Gaby Umbach (gaby.umbach@
uni-koeln.de)

Team 22 workshop: ’Outsiders’ Percep-
tions of the European Foreign and Secu-
rity Policy’

Dates: January 2009

Location: Cambridge

For further information see the October issue 
of the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and www.
eu-consent.net. 

Contacts: Miguel Medina-Abellan (mama4@
cam.ac.uk) and Christopher Hill (cjh68@cam.
ac.uk)
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Reports from EU-CONSENT Events

The recent crisis in the EU     
after the Irish No: Presiden-
cy preparations in the new       

member states

Budapest, 30-31 October 2008

Workshop organised by Team 5 ‘Transition and Eu-
ropeanization in ‘old’ and ‘new’ member states’ un-
der Work Package II/III ‘Theories and Approaches’

Team 5 of Work package II/III launched a new project 
in April 2007 for preparing the EU presidencies in 
the new member states. As part of the project a se-
ries of workshops has been organized to establish a 
framework for further cooperation in this field. One 
of the topics that dominated the discussions during 
the workshop was the issue of deepening and widen-
ing in relation to the recent crisis, and the perform-
ance of the current team presidency in this respect. 
Especially, the problems of the Europeanization of 
the new member states were discussed at length in 
relation to the current global financial crisis.

The workshop was divided into the following three 
panels:

Session I
The experiences of the French presidency and the 
preparations for the Czech and Swedish presiden-
cies – scenarios.

Session II
The basic EU policies: deepening and widening, 
synergy or conflict (new community policies, for-
eign policy, enlargement and ENP).

Session III
How the institutional reform survives? Overview of 
the ratification processes, focusing on the Irish case, 
the German and British perspectives, budgeting re-
form and the post–Hague program.

This workshop was also an occasion for a book re-
lease; the participants received a copy of the book 

New perspectives for the EU team presidencies: 
New members, new candidates and new neighbours, 
which is the second book on presidencies published 
by Team 5. The chapters of the book deal with the 
three groups of states mentioned in the title, and the 
issues of deepening and widening have been ana-
lyzed accordingly. 

The participants of the workshop also began to pre-
pare the third book on presidencies. The team leader 
outlined some major ideas for the third book, which 
were discussed by the participants who were expect-
ed to present some ideas about the suggested topics. 
The main directions of further research in this area 
will be based on the new papers prepared and pre-
sented at this workshop, taking special account of 
the new global crisis.

Judit Kis-Varga
Corvinus University
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Report on the financing of the European Union 
budget

The final report of a study on Financing of the Eu-
ropean Union Budget, carried out for the European 
Commission, is now available. The study was di-
rected by Iain Begg (London School of Economics, 
Leader of WP VI ‘Economics’) with contributions 
from Henrik Enderlein (Hertie School of Govern-
ance), Jacques Le Cacheux (L’Observatoire Fran-
cais des Conjonctures Economique) and Mojmir 
Mrak (University of Ljubljana). 

The report is available on the website of the Eu-
ropean Commission at http://ec.europa.eu/budget/
reform/library/issue_paper/study_financingEU_de_
en_fr.pdf.

New EU-CONSENT EU-Budget working paper

Peter Wostner (University of Ljubljana) has pub-
lished a new issue in the EU-CONSENT EU-Budget 
Working Paper series, entitled On the character of 
the EU and its budget: Look into the future (No.8, 
October 2008).

The paper aspires to find the reasons for the alleg-
edly slow and inefficient decision-making in the EU 
and in doing so also tries to predict what the future 
challenges are for the organisational structure of the 
EU. It argues that due to asymmetric challenges, 
consensus should remain a European asset and that 
increased heterogeneity of preferences due to ris-
ing EU membership is in fact not the major culprit 
of inefficient decision-making. Instead, the paper 
shows that at least in the medium term the combi-
nation of another two factors lie at the root of the 
problem: firstly, the blurred division of responsibili-
ties and secondly, the budgetary procedure, which 
gives Member States the incentive to approve poli-
cies without (sufficient) value-added to the EU. The 
following paper offers a concrete proposal on how 
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New Publications

New Edward Elgar book on The Institutions of 
the Enlarged EU

Edward Best (EIPA), Thomas 
Christiansen (EIPA) and Pierpao-
lo Settembri (EIPA) have edited 
a new volume entitled The Insti-
tutions of the Enlarged European 
Union: Continuity and Change. 
The book is the first to appear in the 
new EU-CONSENT Edward Elgar 

series Studies in EU Reform and Enlargement. The 
book addresses the issue of how the main institu-
tions and decision-making processes of the EU have 
responded to the arrival of new member states. It 
assesses the actual state of the EU institutions in the 
years after the 2004 enlargement, examining each 
of the main institutional actors as well as trends in 
legislative output, implementing measures and non-
legislative approaches. The contributors outline the 
key changes as well as patterns of continuity in the 
institutional politics of the EU.

The analysis finds that breakdown has been avoided 
by a combination of assimilation of the new member 
states and adaptation of the system, without any fun-
damental transformation of the institutions. None-
theless, they conclude that it is not just ‘business as 
usual’. The streamlining and formalization of pro-
cedures, together with increased informal practices, 
has implications for transparency and accountabil-
ity. Widening has not prevented deepening of Eu-
ropean integration, but it has deepened normative 
concerns about the democratic legitimacy of that 
process which will remain very much on the agenda 
of the enlarged EU.

The book can be purchased at the website of Edgar 
Elgar at http://www.e-elgar.co.uk/Bookentry_Main.
lasso?id=12769.
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the budgetary process could be improved in order to 
remedy the decision-making inefficiency problem.

Contents
Introduction with theoretical context• 
Asymmetric challenges: interdependence in in-• 
equality
Reasons for the EU’s decision-making “ineffi-• 
ciency”
Division of responsibilities• 
Distorted (financial) incentives• 
What has been proposed already?• 
Budgetary reform: an improvement• 
Part A: European public goods budget• 
Part B: Expenditures with localised benefits• 
Budgetary procedure• 
Value added and (political) feasibility of the pro-• 
posal
Conclusion• 

The paper is available on the EU-CONSENT 
website at http://www.eu-consent.net/content.
asp?contentid=1725.

Presenting Partner Institutes

Institute of European Studies 
and International Relations 
(IESIR) at the Faculty of So-
cial and Economic Sciences 

at  Comenius University in           
Bratislava

Partner number 43

The basic mission of the Faculty of Social and Eco-
nomic Sciences established in 2001 as part of Come-
nius University is to develop theoretical knowledge 
and apply it to the area of European integration stu-
dies, economics, international relations, regional 
studies, European history and law  in the application 
of social and political sciences, in the development 
of knowledge in disciplines that concern intercultu-
ral relations and minority issues, in the area of pu-
blic policy, and in the systematic dissemination of 
this knowledge among the Faculty’s students and – 
through information media – also to professionals 
and   laypersons. In its study programs, the Faculty 
systematically enforces education of students with 
respect to European and global cultural and demo-
cratic values, in the spirit of tolerance and respect 
for other nations and nationalities. The study pro-
grams contribute to a better knowledge of countries 
and citizens of the unifying Europe, and design its 
work in accordance with these processes.

The Institute of European Studies and International 
Relations has developed a multidisciplinary back-
ground mainly in political science, history, socio-
logy, law, diplomacy and philosophy. Internal and 
external teachers and experts of IESIR have a wide 
variety of experience with cooperation, internships 
and academic research at foreign Universities. 

IESIR was the first institute in Slovakia to run Eu-
ropean Studies as a full ranking study program at 
BA, MA and PhD level (http://www.fses.uniba.sk/
ustavy/esmv2/).

!Out now! 

New issue of ’CFSP Forum’
Volume 6, No. 6, November 2008

The latest issue of ’CFSP Forum’ contains the 
following articles.

Index

Alena Vysotskaya and Licínia Simao•	 : 
’The European Neighbourhood Policy 
viewed from Belarus and Georgia’

Joanna Kaminska•	 : ’The Eastern Partner-
ship: the Eu goes East?’

Annegret Bendiek•	 : ’The potential of the 
Weimar Triangle for consensus-building in 
EU foreign policy’

You will find this and other issues of       
’CFSP Forum’ at 

www.eu-consent.net.

New Publications
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abroad to publish in due time their recent studies, 
research results and excellent seminar papers in Slo-
vak and English. All papers are peer reviewed, the 
international editorial board asked for ISSN number 
(ISSN 1337-5466) and have already published eight 
numbers.

Under the auspice of the Jean Monnet European Cen-
tre of Excellence a number of seminars, conferences, 
round tables and ad hoc lectures are organized. There 
are regular bi-monthly discussions with undergradu-
ate/postgraduate students and faculty members from 
different faculties on current problems of European 
integration processes, consultation and preparation 
of European research projects. 

Another popular project is euroCINE, a series of 
discussions among invited guest speakers and stu-
dents regarding the content of viewed films dealing 
with broad societal contexts of problems confron-
ting Europe. Students of IESIR actively participate 
in the process of film selection, creating film posters 
for each film discussion and in some cases creating 
necessary Slovak subtitles. These activities attract 
participants from other faculties, universities and 
academic and research institutes, journalists and 
NGOs.

During the academic year 2007/2008 a group of 
students together with their professors made a film 
with the title Romania 2007: Bram Stoker’s Guide to 
European Integration. The main purpose for produ-
cing this film was to stimulate discussion about EU 
enlargement using non traditional methods, provide 
a new type of educational tool which is to be used in 
seminars on EU enlargement, symbols and images 
of the EU member states.

The most important research at present includes a 
number of projects in the field of Political Systems 
and Parliaments in the EU, European citizenship 
and national identity, Human Rights protection and 
European comparative law, European Political Cul-

Presenting Partner Institutes

Today the IESIR has 240 BA students, 110 MA stu-
dents and 30 PhD students. 

The Institute is a home institution of Jean Monnet 
Chair and the first Jean Monnet European Centre 
of Excellence in Slovakia. Since 2006 the Institute 
has realized two projects that enabled the establish-
ment of English as the language of instruction with 
an option of conducting elective courses in French. 
Instructors from eight European countries and a 
number of American professors teach at the Insti-
tute. The possibility to spend a semester abroad at 
one of the 24 partner universities contributes to bet-
ter employment perspectives for the graduates. 

The distinctiveness of the Faculty and IESIR is un-
derscored by the composition of the study programs. 
Students select a significant portion of the courses 
on an individual basis, according to their interests. 
At the same time, individual work is emphasized, al-
lowing only 18 hours per week of direct participati-
on in classes, lectures and seminars. This approach, 
in the spirit of academic liberty, on the one hand 
encourages students to take initiative and responsi-
bility into their own hands, and on the other hand 
enables them to acquire interdisciplinary education. 

Students have access to wireless Internet, moreover 
to the faculty library, to the modern virtual library 
of Comenius University as well as to the Bratislava 
University Library.

The aim of the Institute is not only to provide high 
quality education, but to develop learners´ commu-
nication skills and creativity. Students actively par-
ticipate in activities, which enable them to get better 
knowledge about contemporary Europe and its cul-
ture. One of these activities is publishing in the pe-
riodical Europeana issued quarterly as an appendix 
to the journal Zahranicná politika (Foreign Policy) 
published by the Slovak Foreign Policy Association. 
A series of publications focusing on European inte-
gration issues was launched in April 2007 – Wor-
king Papers of IESIR – which opened space for aca-
demics, scholars, students from Slovakia and from 



Eu-Consent Newsletter
No 10:2008 November

EU-CONSENT is supported by the Sixth Framework Programme of the European Commission

Presenting Partner Institutes

tures and Symbolism, and European Public Policies. 
Members of IESIR are involved in diverse research 
projects and academic consortiums.   

Researchers

Silvia Mihalikova, Professor in 
Political Science and European 
Studies, director of the Institute 
of European Studies and Inter-
national Relations, Faculty of 
Social and Economic Sciences, 
Comenius University, Bratisla-
va, Slovakia; guest professor at 

the Institute for Political Science, Vienna Universi-
ty; research fellow at the Institute for East Europe, 
Bremen University. Chairholder of Jean Monnet 
Chair in European Integration and European Centre 
of Excellence.

PhDr. Andrej Findor, assistant 
professor at the IESIR teaching 
History of European Integrati-
on, Ethnicity, Nationalism and 
the State, New Social Move-
ments, Sexuality and Power. He 
has been working on nationa-
lism, construction of national 

identity and new social movements. 

PhDr. Lucia Mokra, PhD, is 
currently a researcher and lec-
turer at IESIR, working on civil 
society and civic participation 
in politics. 

PhDr. Daniela Drobna, conducts research in the 
fields of human rights, education  to democracy and 
the Roma situation in Europe. 

Mgr. Juraj Buzalka, PhD  is a 
lecturer in social anthropology, 
specialized in material culture ap-
proaches on consumption. He is 
interested in post-socialist transi-
tion and developments in East 
Central Europe.   

.
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