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Dear friends,

Welcome to the first issue of the New Year!

We are now moving into the last phase of the EU-
CONSENT project. The remaining four months 
promise to be at least as intense as the previous 
ones. In this issue you will find invitations to several 
events. A PhD workshop, ‘Integrative Balancing in 
the EU Team Presidencies’, takes place in Prague, 
Work Package II/III organises the Third Workshop 
of Task Force Research Frame, Teams 6 and 8 or-
ganise ‘Present and Future of National Legislatures 
in Governance’ and Team 17 organises ‘Patterns 
and Trajectories in Economic Governance amongst 
Non-Euro Area States’.

See also a number of reminders posted in the issue, 
above all for the Final Plenary Conference in Brus-
sels on 26-27 March. In addition, we have a presen-
tation of the Greek Centre of European Studies and 
Research (EKEME).

Good news: even this year’s ranking by the Foreign 
Policy magazine resulted in prominent positions for 
EU-CONSENT members as SIPRI ranked third, 
CEPS fifth and SWP eighth on the list of non-US 
based think tanks.

We also have new staff on board of particular impor-
tance for the EU-CONSENT Newsletter. Theresa 
Höghammar, who has replaced Martin Sjögren, is 
presented in this issue.

Best wishes from Stockholm

Gunilla and Theresa  

Editor’s Column EU-CONSENT Final Plenary           
Conference

Dear EU-CONSENT members,
We would like to warmly invite you to the fourth and 
final plenary conference of EU-CONSENT in Brussels, 
26– 27 March 2009!
One of the main aims of this concluding plenary 
conference will be to re-visit EU-CONSENT’s network 
activities and research results as well as to discuss 
and kick-off the implementation of EU-CONSENT’s 
sustainability strategy. 
The representation of each EU-CONSENT member 
institute is highly demanded to make this final plenary 
conference a concluding success of the officially fun-
ded    lifetime of the network!
The first day’s draft agenda includes
• Welcome and introduction
• General Assembly including awarding the PhD-
Award winners 2009
• Lunch time debate
• Parallel sessions of the thematic work packages (II/
III – VII) including the possibility of individual Q&A ses-
sion with the project manager during the afternoon
• Annual EU-CONSENT Lecture by Alyson Bailes
For the second day two Plenary Sessions are fore-
seen
• Plenary session (I) designed according to EU-
CONSENT’s horizontal integrating approach
• Plenary session (II) on research results and EU-
CONSENT’s sustainability strategy
• Concluding remarks on sustainability beyond the 
project’s lifetime
Please note the date in your agenda! 
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third workshop of 
the eu consent’s 

Task Force Research Frame 

Brussels, 12-13 February 2009

During the network’s final year, EU-CONSENT’s 
Task Force Research Frame continues to reflect on 
how to merge the network’s disciplinary assump-
tions and theses on EU deepening and widening into 
multi-/inter-disciplinary ones in order to combine 
and integrate the results of our joint research.

A decisive step forward on our way to fulfill this task 
was the questionnaire compiling EU-CONSENT’s 
research results. In December 2008 many of you ad-
vanced this exercise by sending us your answers to 
the questionnaire. As you all know, the task contin-
ues as

the answers to the questionnaire serve as basis • 
for the compilation of research results of each 
team and each work package.

your work package leader will bring together the • 
answers of the different work package teams and 
prepare summarizing papers on the results.

the Cologne team of WP II/III ‘Theories’ will in-• 
tegrate these summarizing papers into one final 
synergy paper of Task Force Research Frame.

The results of this exercise will be presented • 
during EU-CONSENT’s final Plenary Confer-
ence on 26/27 March 2009.

As our next step, the third workshop of Task • 
Force Research Frame will discuss first results 
of the evaluation of your answers to the ques-
tionnaire.

We would like to kindly invite you to participate in 
this third workshop of EU-CONSENT’s Task Force 
Research Frame. The workshop will take place from 
Thursday, 12 February (start: 14.30 h) to Friday, 13 
February 2009 (end: 13.00 h) in Brussels. We would 

upcoming eu-consent events

be very delighted to welcome you in Brussels and 
look forward to your participation!

In case you wish to participate, please contact me, 
Gaby Umbach (gaby.umbach@uni-koeln.de) and 
Funda Tekin (funda-tekin@uni-koeln.de). Please 
make sure to copy both of us into all your emails. As 
to the hotel accommodation, you are kindly asked to 
make your own arrangements (EU-CONSENT can 
cover costs up to € 100,- for one night of accom-
modation).

eu-consent PhD workshop:  
‘Integrative balancing in the 

EU Team Presidencies’ 

Prague, 1-2 April 2009

The EU-CONSENT PhD Workshop will be organ-
ized in Prague jointly by Charles University of 
Prague and Corvinus University of Budapest.

The theme of the PhD Workshop will be dedicated 
to the current EU team presidencies. It will address 
such themes as the roles and functions of presiden-
cies. The emphasis will be put on the experiences 
and the general features of the current team presi-
dency (France, Czech Republic and Sweden) and 
the discussion of its 18-month programme with 

special focus on the cooperation between the presi-
dency partners. The PhD Workshop will consist 

in equal parts of senior researchers invited to give 
lectures, and of the PhD Students presenting and 

discussing papers. 

The PhD Workshop is designed to involve six PhD 
students coming from universities and other insti-
tutes belonging to the EU-CONSENT Project. The 
participants do not have to pay for their participa-
tion. Accommodation and travel costs will be re-
imbursed only for those who participate in the aca-
demic program entirely and send in the papers by 
the given deadline. Accommodation is organized 
for the students. Travel arrangements and payment 
will be made by Corvinus University of Budapest.
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Applications must contain:

 Application form with full contact coordinates • 
( see below and can be downloaded from the 
website of EU-CONSENT project) 

 300 word abstract of the applicant’s proposed • 
paper for presentation at the PhD Workshop

 CV• 

a letter of motivation• 

After the deadline for submissions (see below) the 
organisers will select the appropriate papers. 

The selected applicants will then submit the pa-
pers they intend to present. Paper must be between 
6000-8000 words of length and should be sent to 
the organisers by the deadline stipulated below.

Deadline for submissions of paper proposals: 
15 February 2009

Announcement of the selection of participants: 
17 February 2009

Submission of completed papers:   
15 March 2009

Location: Charles University Prague

For further information regarding applications  
contact Judit Kis-Varga (judit.kisvarga@uni-corvi-
nus.hu) 

Upcoming EU-CONSENT Events

The present and future of  
National Legislatures in  

eu governance

Brussels, 28 April, 2009

Workshop organised by Team 6 
‘Enlarged Institutions and Interaction with 

National Governments’ and Team 8 ‘The European 
Parliament and European Politics’ 

WP IV Institutions and Political Actors

The European Institute of Public Administration 
(Maastricht) and the Federal Trust for Education 
and Research (London) are organising a 
workshop on the present and future of national 
legislatures in EU governance at the Fondation 
Universitaire in Brussels on 28 April 2009.

The aim of the workshop is to bring together academ-
ics and practitioners to discuss about the recent evolu-
tion and the future challenges of the role of the national 
parliaments in the EU decision-making process, es-
pecially in view of the most recent enlargement of the 
Union and the changes envisaged in the Lisbon Treaty. 

In addition to some contributions by MEPs, national 
MEPs, COSAC secretariat, and some other experts 
in the field, we would like to open the workshop 
to other scholars working on the topic. Papers ad-
dressing the following questions are most welcome:  

- What are the challenges for the implementation of 
the changes envisaged in the Lisbon Treaty and to 
what extent may they have a real impact on the cur-
rent situation? 

- What added value can EU inter-parliamentary co-
operation bring to the work of national legislatures 
and what channels are used for the cooperation? Do 
there exist other contacts with the European level 
and MEPs? 
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- What are the main changes in the new Member 
States after accession?

- What is the assessment of the reporting, document 
based scrutiny or mandating systems? In which 
ways has it been affected by the ‘Europeanization’ 
of the organizational procedures? Are there any dif-
ferences across policies and pillars? 

- Are there incentives and strategies for MPs to get 
involved in EU affairs? To which extent is the role 
of national parliaments moving from reactive scru-
tiny to proactive European work? Are relevant pro-
ceedings of domestic co-ordination open to national 
parliaments? 

- How may all these developments contribute to the 
improvement of the EU democratic deficit?

If you would like to seek the opportunity to present 
a paper or contribute to the discussions, please send 
the proposal to Sonia Piedrafita  
(s.piedrafita@eipa.eu) before 24 February 2009.

patterns and trajectories 
in economic governance 
amongst non-euro area 

states

Cardiff, 30 April- 1 May 2009

Workshop organised by Team 17, 
‘Impact of EU enlargement on the euro and the euro 

on the new members’, 
WP VI Economic and Social Policies

This workshop examines comparatively the 
different ways in which domestic econom-
ic governance is evolving in EU accession 
and membership states outside the Euro Area.  
It focuses on the Baltic States, the east Balkans, cen-
tral Europe, the Nordic States, Turkey and the UK. 
The workshop will ask what patterns, if any, are to 

Upcoming EU-Consent Events

be found, what trajectories of development are dis-
cernible, and what are the implications for European 
economic governance. In particular, we would like 
to encourage participation by PhD students.

For details about workshop organization, hotel and 
facilities please contact: Marc Pollentine (pollen-
tinemd1@cardiff.ac.uk)

DRAFT PROGRAMME

Thursday 30 April 2009 
09.00 – 09.30 Arrival and Registration 
09.30 – 11.00 Welcome and Introduction: Are 
There Patterns in Domestic Economic Governance 
amongst Non-Euro Area States? Kenneth Dyson 
(Cardiff University)‘Euro-Outsiderness’: Exclu-
sion, Self-Exclusion, Innovation and Differentiated 
European Economic Governance Martin Marcussen 
(Copenhagen University) 
11.00 – 11.15 Coffee 
11.15 – 12.45  East Central Europe 
Martin Pasiak (University of Bratislava) 
12.45 – 14.00 Lunch 
14.00 – 15.30 Baltic States 
Magnus Feldmann (Bristol University) 
15.30 – 15.45 Tea 
15.45 – 17.15 Turkey 
Tolga Bolukbasi (Middle East Technical University, 
Ankara) 
18.30 – Dinner 

Friday 1 May 2009 
09.30 – 11.00 The United Kingdom Jim Buller 
(York University) 
11.00 – 11.15 Coffee 
11.15 – 12.45 Nordic States Johannes Lindvall 
(Oxford University) 
12.45 – 13.45 Lunch  
14.00 – 15.30 Romania/Bulgaria? Daniel Daianu 
MEP 
15.45 – 17.00 Conclusions: Patterns and Trajecto-
ries? Kenneth Dyson and Martin Marcussen (Co-
penhagen University)
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Reminders

EU-CONSENT workshop at the 2009 ECPR Joint 
Sessions: ’Institutionalising European Coopera-
tion in the Area of Internal Security’
Dates: 14-19 April 2009
Location: Lisbon
For further information see the June 2008 issue of 
the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and website: 
www.eu-consent.net. 
Contact: Thomas Christiansen (t.christiansen@eipa-
nl.com)

Information about the 2009 ECPR Joint Sessions is 
available at: http://www.ecpr.org.uk/lisbon/index.html

PhD Market: ’New Challenges for Old 
Dilemmas:Re-Invented Union or Status Quo? 
Theoretical, Institutional and Policy Dimensions 
of EU Deepening and Widening’
Dates: 9-13 February 2009
Location: Brussels, Belgium
For further information see the December 2008 issue 
of the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and website: www.
eu-consent.net.  
Contact: Tobias Kunstein  (tobias.kunstein@uni-
koeln.de)

EU-CONSENT Panels at the EUSA Eleventh Bien-
nial International Conference
Dates: 23-25 April 2009
Location: Los Angeles, US
For further information see EUSA website http://www.
eustudies.org/

Team 22 Workshop: ’Outsiders’ Perceptions of 
the European Foreign and Security Policy’
Dates: 2 February 2009
Location: Cambridge, UK
For further information see the October 2008 issue of 
the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and website:  
www.eu-consent.net. 
Contacts: Miguel Medina-Abellan (mama4@cam.
ac.uk) and Christopher Hill (cjh68cam.ac.uk) 

Reminder/Call for applications:
EU-CONSENT PhD Mobility Fund 
EU-CONSENT´s PhD Centre offers PhD students 
reimbursement of travel and accomodation costs 
up to EUR 500 in order to attend EU-CONSENT 
workshops and other events.The Mobility Fund is 
available to all PhD students enrolled at one of the 
network’s participating institutes. PhD students are 
strongly encouraged to make use of this oppurtunity! 

For more information please also see 
http://www.eu-consent.net/content.
asp?Catld=305&ContentType=PhD_Centre
Contact: tobias.kunstein@uni-koeln.de

Team 25 Workshop: ’The Caucasus and Black 
Sea Region: European Neighbourhood Policy and 
Beyond’
Dates: 6-7 February 2009
Location: Rome, Italy
For further information see the December 2008 issue 
of the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and website:  
www.eu-consent.net. 
Contact: Tobias Kunstein  (tobias.kunstein@uni-
koeln.de)

!Out now! 
New issue of ’CFSP Forum’

Volume 7, No. 1, January 2009

The latest issue of ’CFSP Forum’ contains the follo-
wing articles.

Helen Drake•	 : ’What Difference did a (French) 
Presidency Make?’

Gorm Rye Olsen•	 : ’The European Union and 
Military Conflict Management in Africa?’

Chris J. Bickerton•	  ’Realpolitk for an Ethical 
Age? Exploring the functionality of EU Foreign 
Policy’

You will find this and other issues of ’CFSP Forum’ at: 
www.eu-consent.net.
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SIIA Papers # 6
‘European Intelligence Cooperation: Drivers, 

Interests and Institutions’

by Björn Fägersten

The paper presents a model for understanding the 
development of European intelligence cooperation 
over time, on both internal and external security 
matters. The model identifies four key determinates 
of state interest - policy gains and intelligence 
gains, and autonomy costs and vulnerability costs 
- and argues that cooperation will advance when 
the four determinates are balanced. However, a 
number of key drivers and parallel issues are likely 
to throw the equation off-balance unless properly 
addressed through cooperation structures. Applied 
to EU intelligence cooperation in Europol and the 
EU’s Joint Situation Centre (and with reference to 
other EU intelligence cooperation fora), the model 
has considerable explanatory power and should 
be of interest to scholars and practitioners alike.
 
Fägersten is a PhD candidate at Lund University 
and has recently completed visiting fellowships 
at both the Kennedy School of Government 
at Harvard University and the Swedish 
Institute of International Affairs in Stockholm.

The Paper can be 
downloaded or 
purchased at 
http:// www.ui.se

New Publications

Experiencing Europe
50 Years of European Construction 1957-2007

by Wilfried Loth (ed.)

In order to evaluate the perspectives of deepening 
and widening of the EU it is necessary to review 
what happened in the several fields of European 
integration so far, how the EC/EU changed from its 
beginnings, and in which respect the present situation 
is different from the past. Which trends of evolution 
can be observed, and which factors may influence 
the future evolution? In this volume, 19 historians 
and political scientists from seven countries, all of 
them well known experts of the field, are balancing 
the different aspects of the European experience. 
Based on broad archival research the volume offers 
a comprehensive look on the history of European 
integration and a discussion of the present situation 
and possible developments in the light of this 
balance. All chapters were discussed in international 
teams and written by co-authors from different 
member states. Thus, they will represent not only 
the current state of knowledge, but for the first time 
also a coherent European perspective on the history 
of European integration. Experiencing Europe is 
seen as a response to the challenges Europeans have 

to meet in the 20th 
and 21th centuries.

The book is a major 
achievement of 
Team 2 'Lessons 
from the Past & 
Visions for the 
Future' in WP II/
III. Its chapters 
were discussed at 
an international 
conference in 
Rome, held on the 
occasion of the 50th 
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independent of any political or state affiliation. It 
does not benefit of any subsidy, but is financed by its 
members and through participation to programs and 
initiatives sponsored by national and EU sources. 
 EKEME brings together the research 
experience and analytical capacity of a wide 
range of disciplines, especially economics, law, 
political science, sociology and international 
relations. Among the 44 fellows of EKEME, one 
can find the most distinguished jurists, scholars 
and practitioners, whose names and professional 
affiliations are listed on its website (www.ekeme.gr). 
 EKEME is working to shed light on several 
aspects of the European integration process with 
studies, research programs and through participation 
in trans-national research ventures. Priority has been 
given to contemporary European legal issues as well 
as to the problems of active participation of Greece 
in the development of European political integration. 
 EKEME is, since the early eighties, the 
Greek member of the Trans-European Policy Studies 
Association (TEPSA). Nikos Frangakis, President/ 
Director of EKEME, is member of the Board of 
TEPSA. EKEME participates in all bi-annual 
presidential conferences organised by TEPSA in 
the capital of the member state that undertakes 
the EU Council Presidency. It also contributes to 
the section on Greece in all ‘Watches’ (EU-25/27 
Watch, Enlargement Watch/Agenda 2000 Watch, 
Jarbruch der Europaeischen Integration). From 
1994 to 1999 EKEME contributed the Greek part 
of the ‘Maastricht Watch’ (including a bi-annual 
Bulletin). Recently EKEME participated in TEPSA 
activities with studies concerning the European 
Neighbourhood Policy and with the elaboration 
of Briefing Papers for the European Parliament. 
 Other relevant activities include the 
participation of EKEME in Eurospectator, under the 
coordination of the European University Institute 
in Florence (2000 and 2001) and in the FORNET 
programme (2003-2005). EKEME also wrote the 
CFSP Watch Annual Reports (2003-2005) and 
was also supported by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs as the Greek member of FORNET. 

New publications

anniversary of the signature of the Rome Treaties. 
The balance is divided in seven parts: A balance of 
historiography by Jost Dülffer and N. Piers Ludlow, a 
chapter on the development of economic integration 
by Eric Bussière, Michel Dumoulin and Sylvain 
Schirmann, a chapter on European institutions and 
political integration by Marie-Thérèse Bitsch and 
Wilfried Loth, contributions on the construction of 
a European public sphere by Hartmut Kaelble, Luisa 
Passerini, Marie-Françoise Lévy, Marie-Noële Sicard 
and Robert Frank, a chapter on the problems of social 
Europe by Antonio Varsori and Josefina Cuesta 
Bustillo, articles on Europe as international actor 
by Gérard Bossuat and Anne Deighton, and finally 
contributions on the experience of enlargements by 
Johnny Laursen, Anne Faber and Antoine Marès. In 
a comprehensive conclusion Robert Frank argues 
that ‘the wealth of the European experience lies 
in an array of diverse dynamics. The world needs 
the experience of a Europe that thinks about war, 
thinks about peace, and thinks about democracy. 
Europe can also use the world stage to reinforce its 
identity and reconnect with its will for the future’.
Publication information: 
Baden-Baden: Nomos 2009, 362 pp., 59,- €
ISBN 978-3-8329-4124-6

 
GREEK CENTRE OF EUROPEAN STUDIES 

AND RESEARCH (EKEME)

Partner No 54

EKEME was founded in 1980 by a group  
of  academics, legal practitioners, economists 
and social scientists. Greece was then in the 
final stages of its accession to the European 
Communities and Greek public opinion was 
experiencing a lack of facts-based information as 
well as of analysis that would allow for a rational 
evaluation of the expectations and risks of accession
 EKEME operates as a non-profit institution, 

presenting partner institutes

presenting partner institutes
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presenting partner institutes

 These activities are complemented by 
a series of workshops and conferences. Some 
recent examples of major events organised by 
EKEME include the roundtable discussion on 
‘Are we late?‘ Evaluation and perspectives 
of the reforms in Greece and in Europe   
(31/10/2008), the roundtable discussion on 
‘Turkey: Balancing between the European 
perspective and internal insecurity‘ (1/7/2008), 
the two roundtable discussions on the institutional 
future of the EU (18/12/2007 and 6/7/2007),
the Symposium on ‘Independent Authorities 
in Modern Democracies‘ (2/4/2007) and the 
‘Symposium on Greece in a European Community 
of Law‘, 13-14/4/2006. In addition, EKEME co-
sponsored with ECSA-Greece the 16th Annual 
European Summer Academy in Spetses on the 
topic ‘Normative Power Europe‘ (7-9 July 2008), 
in cooperation with TEPSA. It should also be 
mentioned that EKEME has organised with great 
success all the Pre-Presidency Conferences of 
TEPSA in Greece since the accession of the 
country in the EC/EU. The proceedings of all 
these conferences were published by EKEME. 
 The publishing work of EKEME -both 
in Greek and in English- is extensive, including 
papers and books which constitute the products of 
its research work and its conferences. Some recent 
examples are the following books: 

‘Independent Authorities in Contemporary • 
Democracy’, EKEME / Ant. N. Sakkoulas 
Publications, Athens-Komotini 2008.
‘Greece in the European Society of Law’, Ant. • 
N. Sakkoulas Publications, 2007. 
Commentary Article by Article of the Treaty • 
on European Union (vol. I) and the Treaty 
establishing the European Community (vol. 
II, III, IV), based on a research project by 
EKEME, assisted financially by the S.G. of the 
E-Commission Ant. N. Sakkoulas Publications, 
2003 -2006. 

‘The Fourth Greek Presidency of the EU. The • 
Building of a new Europe: Stable foundations, 
new considerations’, Ant. N. Sakkoulas 
Publications, 2005,
‘The European Court of Justice after fifty years • 
of functioning’, Ant. N. Sakkoulas Publications, 
2004. 
‘Greece in the EU - 20 years of Membership • 
and the Way to the Future’. The results of a 
research organised by EKEME in collaboration 
with other TEPSA-member Institutes, 2002.
‘The course of negotiation that led to the Treaty • 
of Amsterdam’, Ant. N. Sakkoulas Publications, 
1997.
‘The Third Greek Presidency’, Proceedings of • 
an International Colloquium under the auspices 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, ‘Hestia’, 
1994.
‘Investigation of the conditions of penetration • 
of the Greek Industrial Enterprises in the 
Balkan Markets’, 1994.

Since 2006 EKEME  participates in the EU-
CONSENT Network of Excellence. Apart from its 
contribution to the EU-25/27 Watch it participates 
actively in the following thematic working groups: 
Institutions & political actors, Democratic life and 
External relations.  In addition, EKEME organised 
the fourth EU-CONSENT PhD School in Spetses 
on Democracy, Legitimacy and Identities in the 
context of the enlarging and deepening Union 
jointly with the Foundation for European Studies – 
European Institute, Lodz, the Hellenic University 
Association for European Studies (ECSA-Greece) 
and Corvinus University of Budapest (2-6/7/2007). 
Furthermore, an EU-CONSENT lecture was given 
by Nikos Frangakis (President/ Director of EKEME) 
and Antonis Papayannidis (Member of the Board of 
Directors of EKEME) on ‘The Greek experience from 
the EU policy of economic and social cohesion and 
the Greek dimension in the EU process of developing 
the Structural Funds‘ (1/2/2008, Institute for World 
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Economics of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences)
 
Nikos Frangakis is President/ 
Director of EKEME. He is member 
of the Athens Bar, former member 
of the Independent Authority for the 
Protection of Personal Data, editor-
in-Chief (1980-2006) of the monthly 
law journal NOMIKO VIMA, 

published by the Athens Bar and Vice-President 
of the National Commission of Human Rights 
(2000-2006). He was Chairman of the European 
Commission against Racism and Intolerance, Council 
of Europe (1998-2001), of which he was a member 
between 1994 and 2002. His main areas of research 
are EU institutions, CFSP and fundemental rights.  

Antonis Papayannidis is member of the Board 
of Directors of EKEME. He is a journalist ad has 
worked as a columnist at the major Greek political 
and economic newspapers. His main areas of 
research are EU institutions and European Politics. 

Panos Kazakos is member of the Board 
of Directors of EKEME. He is Professor 
emeritus, University of Athens. His main areas 
of research are European and International 
economic relations and EU-Turkey relations.

Constantine Stephanou is member of 
the Board of Directors of EKEME. He 
is Professor at Panteion University. His 
main areas of research are European 
Integration and International Economic 
law, Governance and regulatory affairs 
in the European Union, Enlargement.

Xenophon Yataganas is member 
of the Board of Directors and 
Research Director of EKEME. 
A former Legal Advisor for the 
European Commission his main 
areas of research are European 

Institutions, budget law and community law in general.

Anna Vallianatou is researcher of EKEME. Her 
main areas of research are CFSP, EU Presidencies 
and Europeanization.

SIPRI Ranked as Top Global Think Tank

The Stockholm International Peace Research 
Institute (SIPRI) is ranked as one of the leading and 
most influential think tanks worldwide by the US 
Foreign Policy magazine in their Think Tank Index 
2008.

The index, which is compiled for Foreign Policy 
by the Think Tanks and Civil Societies program at 
the University of Pennsylvania, evaluated a total 
of 5465 think tanks worldwide. SIPRI ranked third 
among non-US based think tanks, second among 
think tanks in Western Europe, and sixth globally in 
the category of ‘Security and International Affairs’.

‘SIPRI is proud to be once again so highly ranked 
among the very best in the world. As the survey 
is based on the views of our peers worldwide, this 
comes as a great honour’, said SIPRI Director Dr 
Bates Gill. ‘We look forward to working with 
our partners and supporters around the world to 
maintain SIPRI’s leading role in understanding 
the conditions for global peace and security.’
research, including its flagship publication, the 
SIPRI Yearbook (release date for 2009 issue: 
8 June). SIPRI aims to further strengthen its 
impact in 2009 by establishing a greater presence 
in Brussels, Beijing, and Washington, DC.

For further details: The Foreign Policy arti-
cle can be found in the January/February 2009 
issue or online at http://www.foreignpolicy.
com/story/cms.php?story_id=4598&page=2

presenting partner institutes

News from partner institutes
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New Member of EU-CONSENT

Theresa Höghammar 
joined SIPRI in  January 
2009. She currently works as 
a Research Assistant  for the 
EU-CONSENT Programme 
as well as the Non- Prolifera-
tion and Export Control pro-
gramme at SIPRI. She is fi-
nalizing her Masters of Polit-

ical Science at the Swedish National Defence College.  
Theresa has previously worked as a disarmament, 
peace and security officer for the Swedish United 
Nations Association and with gender and secu-
rity  issues for the Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom in Geneva. Theresa hopes 
to learn more about European integration and the 
future of the European Union through her involve-
ment in the EU-CONSENT project where she will 
be responsible for the EU-CONSENT Newsletter

GREEK CENTER OF EUROPEAN STUDIES 
AND RESEARCH

‘Are we late?’ 
Evaluation and prospects of the reforms in 

Greece and in Europe

The Greek Centre for European Studies and Research 
(EKEME) organised a roundtable discussion* under 
the heading: Are we late? Evaluation and prospects 
of the reforms in Greece and in Europe. The discus-
sants tried to answer the following questions: 

Should the reforms in Greece continue and • 
how? 

What do we expect from the reforms?  • 

During the discussion it was argued that a modern 
society should have the capacity to perform changes, 
to absorb them and to transfer them into the struc-
ture and the functioning of the state. The problem in 

Greece lies, mainly, in the way of pursuing the goals 
set, a problem which affects also the public regu-
lators, due to the pathogenesis of the public sector. 
It was stressed that reforms have, on the one hand, 
long-term effect but, on the other, they can also tack-
le the current bad economic situation. Furthermore, 
the perpetuating economic crisis should not prevent 
us from dealing with the enduring Greek problems, 
such as low competitiveness. The problems of the 
Greek economy derive less from the current eco-
nomic crisis and more from the structural deficien-
cies of competitiveness. The reform process creates 
a series of problems, some of which are of technical 
nature (questions of value, of fair tax burden alloca-
tion and realistic potential, and effectiveness dilem-
mas). 

In evaluating the reform procedure from 1996 till 
now, it was pointed out that the European target for 
joining EMU functioned as a driving force for mac-
roeconomic adjustments and reforms. It was argued 
that reforms linked with this strategic goal covered 
only the economic sector (a reform of the financial 
cycle). On the other hand, it was stressed that, since 
2000, the reform procedures in the country were 
stalled, underlying that no reforms can take place 
without broad social consensus. 

As far as the Lisbon Strategy is concerned, it was 
argued that it failed, even though it was ambitious, 
due to the absence of major political and institutional 
prerequisites. Others, however, believe that the Lis-
bon Strategy is a learning process and that it exerts 
more and more pressure on the countries by the use 
of quantitative comparative indicators. 

As for the financial system, it was pointed out that 
we have already set the basis for dialogue concern-
ing the major changes on the supervision of the fi-
nancial system. The reforms on the banking system 
in Greece (namely the liberalisation of the Greek fi-
nancial system) and the rest of Europe have already 
taken place. The reforms of the Greek financial sys-
tem that took place during the ‘90s were based on 
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the liberalisation and have led to several take-overs 
and mergers. The Greek Banks abandoned the intro-
verted approach and turned to the wider geographi-
cal area, which led to a significant monetary stabi-
lisation of Greece. It was stressed that the 95% of 
the rules on the regulatory framework of the Greek 
Banks are European. Regarding the financial crisis, 
it was emphasised that the operating conditions of 
the Greek banking system are healthy. Moreover, it 
was forecast that, in 4-5 years from now, the struc-
tures of governance would have been transformed 
more than they had during the last 30 years. 

Regarding the National Strategic Reference Frame-
work, it was argued that the specification of the the-
matic priorities selected was based on the charac-
teristics of the sector. For the period after 2013, the 
transition from net grants to loans is being prepared. 
There was an obligation of placement of a signifi-
cant part of resources on the three aspects of the Lis-
bon Strategy (attractiveness for investment, knowl-
edge and innovation, better and more quality jobs). 
Two key differences are traced: the NSRF does not 
recognise the priority given by the National Reform 
Programme to the macroeconomic dimension while 
the Lisbon Strategy does not recognise the prior-
ity given by the NSRF to the regional dimension 
of development. It was claimed that cohesion has 
successfully become the regional dimension of the 
Lisbon Strategy. 

The debate concluded that the problem in Greece is 
the focus on the short-term period and the prevailing 
‘democratic inertia’. Reforms shrink under the pres-
sure from interest groups while policies tend to be 
restricted to dealing with the urgent and dangerous 
crisis, avoiding long-term troublesome solutions. 

Reforms should now be focused on the public ad-
ministration. Reforms are the key to success or to 
failure, since they are made by the political system 
and the state, with the support of the public admin-
istration. But when the reform touches upon the in-
stitution that should be reformed, then problems and 

embranglement arise. 

Issues of specific reforms in the public administra-
tion were also raised, such as the strengthening of 
the positions of Secretaries General and of Directors 
General, personalities that should not be changed 
depending on political leadership in order to guaran-
tee the continuity of administrative action. In addi-
tion, regarding the political procedure, the reform of 
the electoral system was also suggested. 

Finally, it was argued that, in general terms, there is 
a kind of informal but vague agreement of the par-
ties of power on the goals of development, social co-
hesion, etc. Differences arise when one strives to de-
fine specific targets or the means of achieving these 
targets. Then ideological differences and constraints 
appear, on how to deliver, whether targets are at-
tainable, or whether the society wants them to be 
achieved, or how strong is the resistance or whether 
the policy is effective. As it is mentioned above, in 
our country ‘democratic inertia’ prevails. 

*Speakers (alphabetical order): Panos Beglitis, MP, 
Christos Gortsos, associate Professor of Panteion 
University & Secretary General of the Hellenic Bank 
Association, Tasos Giannitsis, Professor of the Uni-
versity of Athens and former minister, Professor A. 
Makridimitris, University of Athens, Konstantinos 
Mousouroulis, Secretary General of the Ministry of 
Development.
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