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Dear friends,

It’s almost spring and the EU-CONSENT project is 
full speed ahead. This February issue is filled with 
reports from EU-CONSENT events that have kept 
us busy during the first months of 2009. The reports 
cover a wide range of activities such as workshops, 
lectures and a successful PhD -Market workshop.

The issue also contains many upcoming events. A 
dissemination event will take place in Zagreb on 
the topic of ‘Where is the EU Heading? Future De-
velopments and Reflections on Croatia’. There will 
also be a conferance in Brussels organised by EU-
CONSENT and TEPSA on the 2009 EP Elections. 
In connection with the Plenary Conference work 
package VII is organising a workshop on ‘EU Ci-
vilian and Military Missions between EU Deepen-
ing and Widening’. Furthermore, a workshop will 
be organised in Paris by Team 20 on ‘EU Economic 
Governance Face to Economic Crises: The French 
Presidency and After’. Two workshops will be ar-
ranged in Prague. The first is organsised by Team 
4: ‘Prospects of Widening and Deepening of the EU 
under the Czech Presidency and Further’. The sec-
ond is organised by Team 23 with the title ‘The In-
ternal Security of the EU and It’s External Effects: 
The Czech Presidency and Outlook to the Future’. 

Please do not forget EU-CONSENT final plenary 
Conference on the 26-27 of March in Brussels.We 
are happy to be able to present a more detailed agen-
da in this issue.

Additionally, we have several reminders of upcom-
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ing events- dont forget them!

Last but not least we are glad to present two part-
ner institutes; the Danish Institute for International 
Studies based in Copenhagen, and Bosphorus Uni-
versity/ Bogazici Universitesi, Istanbul.

Best wishes from Stockholm

Gunilla and Theresa  

eu-consent final plenary 
conference

Brussels, 26-27 March 2009

The time has come: The fourth and final ple-
nary conference of EU-CONSENT will 
be held in Brussels, 26 - 27 March 2009. 
We would like to kindly invite you to par-
ticipate in this concluding conference.
For more information see page 3.
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where is the eu heading? 
future developments and 
reflections on croatia 
Zagreb, 6 March 2009 (10.00 -15.30 ) 

EU-CONSENT Dissemination Event, organised by  
EU-CONSENT, Institute for International Relations 
(IMO), Zagreb, and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES), 

Croatia.

The meeting is part of a series of EU-CONSENT 
public events in members states’ capitals (Madrid, 
Brussels, Zagreb and Istanbul) aimed to share the 
project results with a wide stakeholders’ audience. It 
is organized as an opportunity for an open dialogue 
on the project’s results and insights on selected topics 
that are in the focus of attention of the Croatian public 
and stakeholders interested in EU integration issues. 

The focus of the two panel discussions in Zagreb 
are on the following topics: global financial and eco-
nomic crises; the EU responses to crisis to prevent 
systemic crash; innovation and education policies; 
long-term competitiveness of the single market; EU 
institutional reforms and Lisbon Treaty; enlarge-
ment policy; impacts and reflections on Croatia.

The EU-CONSENT keynote speakers Iain Begg, Ed-
ward Best and Gunilla Herolf will present some of 
their research and insights on these topics. After that 
several local commentators and discussants will fo-
cus on how the current developments will reflect on 
Croatia and the region. A general debate will follow.

Language: English without translation.

Participation:Over 100 invited experts and pro-
fessionals from different academic fields (eco-
nomics, political sciences, law), Croatian govern-
ment, NGOs, trade unions, opinion makers and 
media. Venue: Hotel Dubrovnik, Zagreb, Gajeva

upcoming eu-consent events

For questions and a more detailed program contact:

Valentina Vučković, IMO, Ul. Lj. F. Vukotinvića 
2, P.O. Box 303, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia;  
tel: +385-1-4877474, fax: +385-1-4828361, 
 e-mail: valentina@irmo.hr

the 2009 ep elections: 
discussing ways of enhancing 

democracy, legitimacy and 
institutional balance

Brussels, 19 March 2009
 

Conference organised by EU-CONSENT and TEPSA

EU-CONSENT and TEPSA are organising a con-
ference “The 2009 EP Elections: Discussing Ways 
of Enhancing Democracy, Legitimacy and Insti-
tutional Balance” in Brussels, 19 March 2009. It 
relates to an initiative from the Istituto Affari In-
ternazionali which organised a workshop in Turin 
in January 2009:‘How to better involve citizens in 
the European integration process. Evaluations and 
proposals in view of the upcoming European Par-
liament elections. Discussions targeted on four pa-
pers which dealt with the EP; the European Political 
parties; the European Electoral programme; and the 
EP’s role with regard to the election of the President 
and the European Commission. Participating think 
tanks were the IEP, Berlin, the IAI, Rome, Notre Eu-
rope, Paris, the Federal Trust London and TEPSA.

As follow-up to this conference Mr. Tommaso 
Padoa-Schioppa has drafted a declaration on the 
EP’s role within the election process of the Presi-
dent and the Commission that shall be presented 
and discussed to/with representatives of Europe-
an Political Parties and the EP on 19 March 2009. 
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Prior to the presentation of the declaration EU-
CONSENT is warmly invited to discuss differ-
ent aspect of the EP elections in greater detail.
 
Venue: La Fondation Universitaire and European 
Parliament, Brussels
 
A detailed agenda and more information are cur-
rently being prepared and will be circulated via 
the mailing list in due time. In case of interest and 
any further questions please contact Funda Tekin 
(funda.tekin@uni-koeln.de) in Cologne or Yvonne 
Nasshoven (Yvonne.nasshoven@tepsa.be) at 
TEPSA.

eu-consent final plenary 
conference

Brussels, 26-27 March 2009

The time has come: The fourth and final plenary con-
ference of EU-CONSENT will be held in Brussels, 
26 - 27 March 2009. We would like to kindly in-
vite you to participate in this concluding conference. 
The two-day event will start at 9.00 am on 
Thursday 26th March 2009 and is scheduled 
to end at 2.30 pm on Friday 27th March 2009.

On Thursday, the conference will take place at 
the familiar location of La Fondation Universi-
taire in Brussels (11, rue d’Egmont). Prior to the 
General Assembly you will have the opportunity 
to meet for bilateral talks. The General Assem-
bly will target the discussion of the project’s suc-
cessful conclusion including overall dissemina-
tion, sustainability issues and project management. 
Moreover, we are looking forward to award the 
PhD-winners 2009. The following lunchtime de-
bate chaired by Iain Begg will discuss the motion 
that ‘achieving a co-herent European energy policy 
will be the litmus test of further EU integration’.
Meeting of thematic work packages:
The Thursday afternoon session from 3.00 pm to 

upcoming eu-consent events

5.30 pm will be dedicated to the decentralised (final) 
meeting of each thematic work package. After a short 
reception in the early evening you are warmly invited 
to participate in the annual EU-CONSENT lecture 
‘EU in crisis’ given by Alyson Bailes. We are look-
ing forward to finish the evening with our traditional 
common dinner which will offer us the chance to 
discuss and network within a less formal framework. 

Plenary sessions
Friday’s programme, which will take place in the 
permanent representation of Baden-Wuerttemberg 
(60 -62, Rue Belliard), will be dedicated to the ple-
nary sessions ‘Wider Europe deeper Integration?’ 
As keynote speech the Synergy Paper on empirical 
findings compiling the results of EU-CONSENT’s 
thematic work packages will be presented by Gaby 
Umbach and Wolfgang Wessels and discussed 
by members of the network in light of the differ-
ent research impacts and multi-disciplinary as-
pects. Finally, some concluding remarks on future 
EU-CONSENT will concentrate on dissemination 
beyond project lifetime and sustainability ques-
tions. The fourth and final EU-CONSENT Plena-
ry Conference will be concluded by a joint lunch.

Publication table and poster exhibition
Due to last years’ positive outcome of organis-
ing a so called ‘Publication Table’ we would 
like to invite you to bring your recent EU-
CONSENT publications to the conference. 
Moreover, each work package will have the oppor-
tunity to disseminate and communicate its research 
results and EU-CONSENT’s activities via posters.

Registration
For registration please contact TEPSA: Yvonne 
Nasshoven (Yvonne.nasshoven@tepsa.be) 
or Zeynep Karasin (zeynep.karasin@tepsa.be). 
The deadline for registration has been pro-longed to 
Friday 6 March 2009.
PLEASE REGISTER NOW!
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eu civilian and military  
missions between eu  

deepening and widening
Brussels, 26 March 2009

EU-CONSENT concluding plenary conference  
Work Package VII ‘External relations’ 

concluding roundtable

ESDP missions have typically been analysed within 
the perspective of the EU’s broad attempt to forge 
a credible and effective European foreign, security 
and defence policy (CFSP). That is, to use a con-
cept central to our EU-CONSENT research project, 
from the point of view of the EU deepening, both 
in institutional and political terms. However, EU 
civilian and military missions can also be analysed 
in terms of widening, in this case meaning from 
the point of view of participating third countries, 
which are often candidate countries. The questions 
that the WP VII Roundtable will try to answer are:

- to what extent have military and civilian missions 
contributed to the deepening of political and institu-
tional mechanisms of CFSP and ESDP? 
- have these new procedures/bodies been reflected 
in the Lisbon Treaty? 
- will the Lisbon Treaty, if ratified, consolidate the 
use of civilian and military missions as a normal 
tool of ESDP/CFSP? 
- what is the political meaning of the involvement 
of third countries in ESDP missions? 
- to what extent is this important for candidate and 
ENP countries? 
- does “ESDP socialisation” work in a similar or 
in a different way from EU socialisation in other 
fields? 
Invited Speakers:

Gianni Bonvicini, Executive Vice President, • 
IAI, Rome (chair)

• Mathias Jopp, Director, IEP, Berlin
Andrea Meloni, Italian Representative at the • 
EU, Brussels 

Upcoming EU-Consent Events

Cesira D’Aniello, Head of Unit, DG External and • 
Political-Military Affairs, EU Council, Brussels
Sven Biscop, Senior Research Fellow, Egmont • 
Institute, Brussels
Gerrard Quille, Responsible Official, DG Exter-• 
nal Policies of the Union, Policy Department, 
EU Parliament, Brussels
Geoffrey Edwards, Reader in European Studies, • 
Centre of International Studies, University of 
Cambridge

eu economic governance 
face to economic crises: the 
french presidency and after

Paris, 31 March, 2009 (10.00-17.00)

Workshop organised by Team 20 ‘Analysis of the 
EU’s economic performance and of the character 
and evolution of procedures for policy co-ordina-

tion’, Work Package VI ‘Economic and social poli-
cies’.

The CATT (Centre d’Analyse Théorique et de 
Traitement des données économiques) – UPPA 
is organizing the EU-CONSENT Workshop 
“EU Economic Governance face to Econom-
ic Crisis: the French Presidency and After” in 
Paris on 31 March 2009 at the Sciences-Po.

The organizers would be glad if you were interested 
in attending the workshop and/or also in presenting 
a paper. 

The workshop is open to EU-CONSENT research-
ers and PhD Students.

Please send your proposal for presentation of paper 
by 16 March 2009 to Jacques Le Cacheux (jacques.
lecacheux@sciences-po.fr). 

It should contain title, contact details and descrip-
tion of about 300 words of the proposed paper.

In case you are interested in participation without 
giving a presentation, please apply before 23 March 
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The last panel will deal with the EU as a political 
player.Chaired by Gunilla Herolf, the participants 
will include besides others MEP György Schöpflin 
or Ivo Slosarcik from the Charles University. 
If you would like to attend the conference, 
please contact Katerina Miklosova (zes@fsv.
cuni.cz) for further details. PhD students may 
ask for support through the PhD Mobility 
Fund – please contact Tereza Horejsova 
(horejsofsv.cuni.cz) for further details. 

the internal security of the 
eu and its external effects: 

the czech presidency and 
outlook to the future

Prague, 15 May 2009

Team 23 ‘Assessing the external aspects of internal 
security’ . Work Package VII ‘ External relations’ 

will organize its final Workshop.

The topics we want to discuss:

1a) What the EU has achieved: Visa, migra-
tion, asylum, police and judicial cooperation.  
b) The activities during the Czech Presidency.

2a) The neighbours and EU internal security.  
b) The transatlantic relations after the change of ad-
ministration in the US.

3) What remains to be done: a) at the EU level,  
b) through cooperation among EU member states, 
c) the tasks for the new Commission.

If you are interested to participate, send me an e-
mail (PaulLuif@oiip.at) and indicate on which top-
ic you want to present a paper (with the title and a 
short abstract of the paper).

EU-CONSENT will pay for the trip (maximum 400 
euros) and up to two nights in Prague.

Upcoming EU-Consent Events

2009 by contacting Jacques Le Cacheux and Anne 
Perrin (jacques.lecacheux@sciences-po.fr, anne.per-
rin@univ-pau.fr) 

EU-CONSENT offers travelling expenses (subject to 
a ceiling).

For further information, please contact Anne Perrin 
(anne.perrin@univ-pau.fr / tel: 33(0)5.59.40.80.08).

Prospects of Widening and 
Deepening of the EU under 
the Czech Presidency and 

Further

Prague, 2 – 3 April 2009

Conference organised by Jean Monnet Centre of 
Excellence in European Studies, Charles University 
Prague in cooperation with the Senate of the Czech 

Republic.  
Team 4 ‘EU-Constitutionalisation:Assessing the le-
gal dimension of EU evolution’. Work Package II/III 

‘Analytical and normative approaches  
& sets of expectations’

During the Czech presidency of the European Union, 
Team 4 of EU-CONSENT is organising a conference 
dealing with the reflected prospects of widening and 
deepening. The two-day conference will be divided 
into three panels. The first panel will address the very 
issue of deepening and widening with participation 
of Wolfgang Wessels, Brigid Laffan, Jacques Rupnik 
and Loukas Tsoukalis. A key-note speech will then be 
delivered by a prominent speaker talking about the vi-
sions for Europe and recommendations for the future 
EU. 
The following day, the conference will continue with 
a panel on EU as an economic player and the issue of 
widening and deepening during the current economic 
crisis. Zdenek Tuma, Governor of the Czech National 
Bank, Iain Begg from the LSE and Ivan Hodac, 
Secretary-General of ACEA, European Automobile 
Manufacturers’ Association, will be among the speakers. 
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Reminders

Team 17 Workshop: Patterns and Trajectories in 
Economic Governance Amongst Non-Euro Area 
States
Dates: 30 April- 1 May 2009
Location: Cardiff
For further information see the January 2009 issue 
of the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and website:  
www.eu-consent.net.  
Contact: Marc Pollentine (pollentinemd1@cardiff.
ac.uk)

EU-CONSENT PhD Workshop: Integrative Balan-
cing in the EU Team Presidencies
NEW DATE AND LOCATION! PROLONGED 
DEADLINE!
Dates: 23-24 April 
Location: Corvinus University of Budapest 
For further information see the January 2009 issue 
of the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and website:  
www.eu-consent.net. 
Contacts: Judit Kis-Varga (judit.kisvarga@uni-
corvinus.hu)

Team 6 Workshop: The Present and Future of 
National Legislatures in EU Governance
Dates: 28 April 2009
Location: Brussels
For further information see the January 2009 issue 
of the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and website:  
www.eu-consent.net. 
Contact: Sonia Piedrafita (s.piedrafita@eipa.eu)

Workshops and Conferences

responses to the lisbon 
treaty referendum: eu and 

national perspectives
Dublin, 23 January 2009

Conference organised by Work Package II/III 
‘Analytical and normative approaches & sets of 

expectations’
 
The twelfth Irish European Law Forum was held 
in University College Dublin on 23 January 2009. 
The Forum is an annual conference organised by 
UCD School of Law  where invited scholars and 
practitioners present papers to an expert audience 
of their peers. While speakers come from a range 
of backgrounds, one of the features of the Forum is 
the number of Irish Diaspora represented amongst 
speakers. This year, leading academics presented 
papers on the Lisbon Treaty with particular emphasis 
on the implications of the Irish people’s rejection 
of the Lisbon Treaty by referendum of June 12, 
2008 and the challenges this poses, from both the 
EU and Irish perspectives. The papers presented at 
the Forum will form part of the UCD Law SSRN 
Working paper series and will be available shortly 
at http://www.ssrn.com/link/UC-Dublin-LEG.html 
The conference was opened by the conference 
Director, Prof. Blanaid Clarke.  The three sessions 
were designed to allow academics and practitioners 
to engage and to exchange views on different 
aspects of this controversial subject. In a session 
chaired by Justice Aindrias Ó Caoimh of the 
European Court of Justice, Prof. Giandomenico 
Majone (European University Institute, Florence) 
and Prof. Grainne de Búrca (Fordham University) 
presented papers on the fundamental questions of 
legitimacy and governance in the wake of the vote. 
Prof. Deirdre Curtain (University of Amsterdam) 
acted as discussant.  In the second session, chaired 
by Professor Imelda Maher (UCD), Dr. Gavin 

reports from eu-consent events

Reminder/Call for applications:
EU-CONSENT PhD Mobility Fund 
EU-CONSENT´s PhD Centre offers PhD students 
reimbursement of travel and accommodation costs 
up to EUR 500 in order to attend EU-CONSENT 
workshops and other events.The Mobility Fund is 
available to all PhD students enrolled at one of the 
network’s participating institutes. For more informa-
tion please contact: tobias.kunstein@uni-koeln.
de
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Barrett (UCD) and Prof. Brigid Laffan (UCD) 
presented papers on the Irish experience of trying 
to secure ratification by referendum, the proper 
role of elected and non-elected representatives in 
referendum campaigns and, more broadly, on the 
role of direct democracy in Ireland. Prof. David 
Gwynn Morgan (University College Cork) acted 
as the discussant.  In the final session, chaired by 
Minister Dick Roche,  Irish Minister for European 
Affairs, Mr. Noel Dorr (former Secretary General, 
Irish Dept of Foreign Affairs), Prof. Steve Peers 
(University of Essex) and Dr. Suzanne Kingston 
(UCD) presented papers on the future of the 
Lisbon Treaty.  Prof. Michael Dougan (University 
of Liverpool) acted as discussant for this session.

(L-R) Prof. Imelda Maher, University College Dublin, 
Dr. Gavin Barrett, University College Dublin, Suzanne 
Kingston, University College Dublin, Mr. Noel Dorr, 
Former Secretary General, Justice Aindrias Ó‘Caoimh, 
European Court of Justice, Prof. Michael Dougan, 
University of Liverpool, Prof. Giandomenico Majone, 
European University Institute, Florence, Prof. Steve Peers, 
University of Essex, Prof. Deirdre Curtin, University of 
Amsterdam, Prof. Gráinne de Búrca, Fordham University

Social movements and 
public action. Lessons from 

environmental issues

CEFRES, Prague, 23 January 2009

Workshop  organised by Team 14 ‚ Social 
Movements; Work package V, Democratic Life.

Since the end of the 80’s environment issues 
are taken into account in almost every domain 
of public action both at national and European 
levels. Environment is not any more only related 
to narrow “green” issues (e.g. waste management, 
nature and wildlife conservation…). On the 
other hand, environmental issues have long been 
promoted by local groups and NGO’s representing 
alternative social movements. As public action for 
environment is now acknowledged or presented 
as a necessity by almost every institutional actor, 
social movements involved in environmental issues 
are being put in front of new challenges (among 
others participation in public decision-making, 
institutionalization…). The aim of this workshop 
was to analyze to what extent social movements 
have been transformed by changes of environmental 
public action and to what extent the mobilization on 
the international and European stages since the 90’s 
has influenced the status of these social movements.

The following points have been underlined:
- Despite the different national contexts, we observe 
common trends: professionalisation of ecological 
activists, institutionalisation of environmental 
associations, growing participation to consultations 
and production of expertise. According to Ondrej 
Cisar, these phenomenon result from a channelling 
process by international and European donors. 
- The influence of international and European 
environmental organisations is crucial in the 
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hosted a workshop on the ‘fusion’ theses, organised 
by Team 1. This workshop brought together members 
of EU-CONSENT interested in the development 
of the ‘Fusion’ thesis as a common approach to 
analysing macro-trends in European integration. It 
further aimed at discussing this research topic with 
a research group (EUPOLIS – The European Polity 
Post Lisbon) funded under the European Union’s 
Jean Monnet Action for a period of two years 
that was inaugurated by that meeting. EUPOLIS 
aims to stimulate academic debate on the ‘quasi’-
constitutional evolution of the European polity 
from an interdisciplinary (political science, law, 
history) and trans-national perspective. EUPOLIS 
will deepen and widen the existing “acquis 
académique” on theory by pursuing an analysis 
from the perspective of the fusion thesis – even 
beyond the lifetime of EU-CONSENT. The project 
actively seeks cooperation with scholars interested 
in pursuing a macro-analysis of integration trends.

The workshop undertook to identify and refine a 
research agenda for analysing macro-dynamics 
in European integration from the perspective of 
the ‘fusion’ thesis. It focused on an analysis of 
fundamental constitutional trends, placing these 
developments in relation to the evolution the 
nature of statehood in Europe. It took into account 
a national perspective, integrating the role of 
national preferences in this process and providing 
an analysis of points of fusion of institutional 
competences (‘institutional fusion’) between national 
and EU levels.

The fusion thesis places the process of European 
integration in the wider context of the development 
of statehood per se. It explains the demand for 
integration as a result of an attempt at common 
problem-solving by the member states where 
individual states can no longer cope. In answering 
a number of basic constitutional questions member 
states seek an adequate problem-solving area 

reports from eu-consent events 

development of such organisations in the new 
member states. Indeed, new models and practices 
have been imported  to these countries during 
the accession process and since their European 
integration. Nevertheless, in the Eastern countries 
the question of legitimacy is more acute due to the 
small size of the associations. 

Participants to this 
workshop: Amy 
Dahan Dalmedico 
( C N R S , c e n t r e 
A l e x a n d r e 
K o y r é , P a r i s )
N i c o l a s 
M a s l o w s k i 
(Université Paris 
X - Nanterre 

and Collegium minor, Prague), Sandrine Devaux 
(CEFRES, Prague and Institut Pierre Werner, 
Luxembourg), Michel Perottino (CEFRES, 
Prague), Pascal Marty (CEFRES, Prague), Marie-
Claude Maurel (CEFRES, Prague), Ondrej Cisar 
(Masaryk University, Brno), Jaroslav Ungerman 
(NGO Veronica, Brno), Anne-Laure Lereboullet 
(ENS LSH, Lyon and Masaryk University, Brno)
 

The European Polity 
Post Lisbon – Assessing 

macro-trends in European 
Integration from a ‘fusion’ 

perspective 

Cologne, 26 January 2009

Workshop organised by Team 1 under Work 
Package II/III ‘Analytical and normative 

approaches & sets of expectations’

On 26 January 2009, the University of Cologne 
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and efficient as well as democratically legitimate 
decision-making procedures without, at the same 
time, excessively ceding national autonomy. 
Based on the results of a previous EU-CONSENT 
workshop (12 March 2008, Cologne) that assessed 
this process in selected policy areas – notably 
economic policies and foreign affairs – the 
present workshop refined the fusion concept 
and discussed approaches to measure the macro 
trends that the fusion thesis attempts to explain. 

Outsiders’ perceptions 
of European foreign and 

security policy

Cambridge, 2 February 2009

Workshop organized by Team 22 ‘The Role of the 
EU in the World’ , Work Package VII ‘External 

relations‘  

The workshop was organised by the Centre of In-
ternational Studies at the University of Cambridge. 
Around 20 academics and PhD candidates working 
on problems of European foreign policy participated 
in the workshop, which took place in Sidney Sus-
sex College. The workshop examined how outsid-
ers perceive – and react to – developments in CFSP/
ESDP, and in EU foreign policy-making. It was an 
informal opportunity to reflect on these two themes 
and was organized in four panels, with main speak-
ers invited to deliver only short introductory remarks 
in each session. 

The workshop was opened with a brief talk by Silvio 
Fagiolo, former Italian Diplomat, and by Francesco 
Anesi, PhD candidate in Cambridge. They both ad-
dressed the issue of coherence and representation of 
EU’s foreign policy. Session two was devoted to the 
question of EU capabilities and external expectations 
in the area of security. Alfredo Valladao, Director of 
the Mercosur Chair in Sciences Po Paris, and Hu-
seyin Bagci, from Middle East Technical University 
in Ankara, shared their views with the audience. The 

third session further explored the theme of percep-
tions of the EU. Martin Holland, from University of 
Canterbury, and Visnja Samardzija, from the Insti-
tute of International relations in Zagreb, gave two 
stimulating presentations. A fruitful day of presenta-
tions and discussions was concluded by Fraser Cam-
eron, from the EU-Russia centre, and David Rijks, 
PhD candidate in Cambridge, who talked about the 
progress in EU foreign and security policy making, 
with or without Lisbon. 

P a r t i c i -
pants as-
s e s s e d 
the work-
shop as 
engaging 
and were 
h a p p y 
with the 
informal, 
f r i end ly 

ambience of the discussion, shared equally between 
experienced and younger scholars. It was clear 
from the day while that outsiders have a better un-
derstanding of how EU foreign policy-making than 
ever before, there are still many potential sources of 
mutual misperception, and that the EU’s natural pre-
occupation with its own values and functioning is by 
no means shared by those with whom it deals.  
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Report by Christopher Hill and Miguel Medina-
Abellan

the caucasus and black 
sea region: european 

neighbourhood policy and 
beyond

Rome, 6-7 February 2009

Conference organised by the Istituto Affari 
Internazionali (IAI), Rome and the Bulgarian 

European Community Studies Association 
(BECSA), Sofia. 

Team 25 ‘EU Widening and the European 
Neighbourhood Policy‘, Work Package VII 

‘External 
relations‘.

During the 
three sessions 
of the event, 
several issues 
c o n c e r n i n g 
EU relations 
with these 

regions were raised. First of all, the initiatives that 
the EU launched in the area, such as European 
Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), Eastern Partnership 
(EaP), Black Sea Synergy (BSS), European Union 
Monitoring Mission (EUMM) were analysed and 
assessed. There was general scepticism about the 
effectiveness of EU policies towards the region in 
terms of conflict prevention and conflict resolution. 
Second, EU’s efforts to promote and sustain the 
regional dimension in the Black Sea were analysed: 
the limits of EU actions were identified, as well 
as the factors which might help the EU to play a 
more significant role in the Caucasus and Black Sea 
region. Third, the issue of energy challenges and 
its implications (economic, political and strategic) 
were discussed. It was argued that, due to the 

report from eu-consent events

strategic importance of the area, the EU should 
develop a more structured and comprehensive 
policy to address the issue of energy security. To 
summarise, the conference gave some hints as 
far as the EU’s behaviour and role in the area are 
concerned and highlighted the most important 
factors needed for a stronger and more effective EU 
presence in the Caucasian and Black Sea region.

third and concluding 
workshop of task force 

research frame

Thursday, 12 February, Brussels 2009

On 12 February 2009, the third and concluding 
workshop of Task Force Research Frame (TFRF) 
was held in Brussels. Altogether 20 EU-CONSENT 
members discussed a first draft evaluation of EU-
CONSENT’s research results. Special emphasis 
was given to the most important aspects of the re-
sults that give an insight into the interrelation of EU 
“deepening” and “widening” and take a closer look 
at the initial four EU-CONSENT scenarios on the 
development of the EU.

In order to collect and compile results, a question-
naire was developed and finalised during the second 
workshop of TFRF in September 2008. It was sent 
out to the network in October 2008. Altogether, 42 
replies formed the basis for the first draft evaluation 
presented during this third and concluding work-
shop.

The first presentation by G. Umbach concentrated 
on the evaluation of replies to the following areas

 relevance of the concepts of EU “deepening” • 
and “widening” for research conducted within 
EU-CONSENT;

role of both processes in explaining the results • 
found;
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ening: A ‘status quo’), moving from ‘status quo’ (3) 
to a ‘re-invented Union’ (4).

In the second workshop presentation, W. Wessels 
focused on a comparison of EU-CONSENT’s initial 
assumptions with its final research results. He also 
extrapolated from the findings highlighting future 
topics for research on EU “deepening” and “widen-
ing”. Starting his presentation with a ‘discovery tour’ 
on milestones of European integration, he exempli-
fied the origins and major steps of EU “deepening” 
and “widening”. Turning towards EU-CONSENT’s 
theoretical contribution, he identified classical inte-
gration theories’ weak attention to “deepening” and 
“widening” as a starting point for EU-CONSENT’s 
work in this segment of analysis. A very interesting 
question in this context was, whether the interrela-
tion of both resulted in some kind of ‘law of integra-
tion’ in which factors influencing and influenced by 
“deepening” and factors influencing and influenced 
by “widening” could be identified. 

The discussion on both presentations focused on a 
broad variety of elements such as the time dimen-
sion/constraints of EU-CONSENT’s research on EU 
“deepening” and “widening” and the sustainability 
of results linked to these constraints or questions of 
interdisciplinarity in research on EU “deepening” 
and “widening” as well as the benefit of differenti-
ated integration as an instrument for EU “deepen-
ing” that does not question European integration as 
such. 

As further steps, WP II/III members of Task Force 
Research Frame will draft a synergy paper and an 
analytical summary of EU-CONSENT’s research 
results to be presented and discussed during the final 
plenary conference on 26/27 March 2009 in Brus-
sels.

reports from eu-consent events

recurring patterns within the relationship of EU • 
“deepening” and “widening”;

most pressing priorities for new approaches to • 
EU “deepening” and “widening”.

Generally, both concepts were assessed rather posi-
tively to have formed starting points for analysis and 
to have opened up new possibilities to adapt own 
research activities under EU-CONSENT. They were 
also seen to be relevant (although to a different de-
gree in different areas) to explain the developments 
analysed and observed. Both processes were as-
sessed to be interlinked and in continuous develop-
ment with no regular strength, intensity and direc-
tion. This development was viewed to take place in 
a path-dependent and incremental manner, leading 
to a step-by-step progress. Altogether, five recurring 
patterns of interrelation were identified: continuity, 
cyclical patterns, reaction to external crisis, reac-
tion to EU internal developments, and ‘no recurring 
patterns’. Examples for most pressing priorities for 
new approaches to EU “deepening” and “widening” 
were given inter alia for the area of civil societies, 
where new strategies for legitimisation of the EU 
were asked for alongside a follow up of the Europe-
an democratisation process bringing the EU closer 
to its citizens. 

Further to these results, G. Umbach presented a 
summary of the replies on the correlation of results 
with EU-CONSENT’s initial four scenarios on the 
development of the EU. Scenarios 1 (Reinforcing 
positive effects of “deepening” and “widening”: a 
virtuous spiral of successes; spill-over) and 2 (Rein-
forcing negative consequences of “deepening” and 
“widening”: a vicious spiral logic of overstrain and 
overstretch; spill-back) were assessed to be less fre-
quently found, while, taking a broader perspective 
on the results, the most appropriate scenario was 
perceived to be that of a ‘status quo plus Union’, 
that is a combination and extrapolation of the origi-
nal scenarios 3 (Re-invented/transformed Union: A 
fresh outlook) and 4 (No further deepening and wid-
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New Challenges for Old 
Dilemmas: Re-Invented Union 
or Status Quo? Theoretical, 

Institutional and Policy 
Dimensions of EU Deepening 

and Widening
 

Brussels, 9-13 February 2009

PhD Market

During the second week of February (9-13 February 
2009) EU-CONSENT’s Concluding PhD Market 
took place in Brussels. While each of the previous 
EU-CONSENT PhD Schools had covered the the-
matic topics of the network’s respective work pack-
ages this final PhD School targeted EU-CONSENT’s 
broader thematic research frame dealing with theo-
retical, institutional and policy dimensions of EU 
deepening and widening. Attila Agh - leader of EU-
CONSENT’s PhD-Centre – provided academic su-
pervision throughout the entire week. 

The PhD-Market started off with two days of presen-
tation and intensive discussion of papers submitted 
by the 11 participating PhD students. Several distin-
guished academics from our Network of Excellence 
had agreed to supervise these thematic sessions on 
i) the institutional impact of enlargement (Edward 
Best), ii) questions of democracy, legitimacy and 
identity (Attila Agh) and iii) external relations of a 
widened Europe (Geoffrey Edwards). Each of them 
provided in their introductory lecture in depth in-
sight into the relevant aspects of the thematic topics 
and commented on the papers presented. PhD stu-
dents were not only asked to present their own re-
search but also to discuss one paper of another PhD 
student. Thus the benefit for the participants was 
twofold: on the one hand they had the opportunity to 
discuss their ideas with their fellow students and on 

the other hand their papers and their research outline 
were commented by the respective expert in the field 
in great detail.

In terms of theories applied as well as empirical 
data collected the different sessions covered a broad 
range. While Constructivism featured prominently 
in the discussion on the European Parliament, the 
European Commission and the European Court of 
Justice Europeanization as theoretical tenet was 
intensively discussed in relation to democracy and 
identity. Even though the theoretical approaches ap-
plied to the analysis of “external relations of a wid-
ened Europe” ranged from rationalist approach, in-
ternational relations theory to legal theory it became 
clear from all papers that effective multilateralism 
has been the main aspiration of EU foreign policy.

The academic discussion of PhD related research 
was complemented by debates with practitioners 
from EU institutions. Jim Cloos (Director, Gener-
al Secretariat of the Council of the EU) shared his 
thoughts on “EU deepening” while Alain Servantie 
(Adviser, DG Enlargement, European Commission) 
gave an account of the EU-Turkey approximation 
during the past 40 years, linking these developments 
to the broader picture of the EU enlargement proc-
ess.

Moreover, EU-CONSENT’s Concluding PhD Mar-
ket provided PhD students the opportunity to struc-
ture and organize a roundtable according to their own 
interests and ideas. It turned out that the two work-
shops that were organised by PhD students for PhD 
students were very different in terms of structure 
and content. Milena Bigatto (University of Trento) 
organized a roundtable on the European Parliament 
by bringing together three experts in the field of EP 
elections and EU democracy: Brendan Donnelly 
(The Federal Trust), Steven van Heecke (Univer-
siteit Antwerp) and Piotr Kaczynski (CEPS). Sabina 
Kajnc (CEPS) who organized the second PhD work-
shop opted for – yet again – a PhD student paper ori-
ented structure by asking three PhD students work-
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ing on Europeanization to present a paper that was 
discussed by a senior researcher. Both roundtables 
represented a very interesting part of the PhD Mar-
ket and the organizers of the PhD school would 
like to thank Milena Bigatto and Sabina Kajnc for 
having agreed to be part of this endeavour.

Apart from discussions with scholars and fellow 
students the PhD Market enabled the PhD stu-
dents to meet practitioners from various Brussels-
based institutions and bodies. The programme was 
rounded off by sessions on “How to get published” 
(speaker: Thomas Christiansen; Maastricht Uni-
versity) and “Career options for young profession-
als” (speakers: Nikola Gillhoff (EPSO); Thomas 
Fischer (Bertelsmann Foundation); Daniel Gros 
(CEPS); Roberto Ferrigno (Weber Shandwick)).

At the same time as the Concluding PhD Market a 
PhD School on EU-Turkey relations was organized 
in Brussels which was to the mutual benefit of both 
events. While the two sessions that targeted career 
options of young researchers were open to students 
of the EU-Turkey PhD School EU-CONSENT 
PhD students were able to participate in a round-
table on “Turkey’s EU accession process – just 
another enlargement or a case ‘sui generis’”. This 
panel gathered representatives from the European 
Parliament (Claus-Thomas Grunert, Michael A. 
Rupp), from the Council (Fernando Criado-Alon-
so) and from the European Commission (Heather 
Grabbe). The intensive and interesting debate pre-
sented balanced arguments for and against the case 
‘sui generis’ so that the question at hand had to be 
left unanswered.

Within the framework of the PhD Market the Task 
Force Research Frame of EU-CONSENT met and 
discussed together with the PhD students a first 
draft evaluation of EU-CONSENT’s research re-
sults (cf. report on this meeting in this issue of the 
Newsletter).

The Concluding EU-CONSENT PhD Market pro-
vided the PhD students from the network an ideal 

opportunity to discuss their research and to network 
with fellow students and senior researchers. Thus, 
the report on this event should conclude by warmly 
thanking Tobias Kunstein (University of Cologne) 
for the successful organisation. 

EU-CONSENT Lectures

Constitutionalising the 
European Union: The Process 

of EU Treaty Reform 
 

Professor Thomas Christiansen
 

Potsdam, 27 January, 2009

Lecture organised by Team 26 ‘The Temporality of 
Europeanisation and Enlargement‘, Work Package

 II/III ‘Analytical and normative approaches 
& sets of expectations’

 
In the final round of EU-CONSENT lectures, Klaus H. 
Goetz, Chair of German and European Government 
and Politics at the University of Potsdam, Germany, 

welcomed Professor 
Dr Thomas 
Christiansen for a 
public presentation 
and debate on 27 
January 2009.  
C h r i s t i a n s e n 
is Professor 
of European 

Institutional Politics at Maastricht University, 
Netherlands, and also holds a position as 
Associate Professor at the European Institute 
of Public Administration in Maastricht.

In his lecture on ‘Constitutionalising the European 
Union: The Process of EU Treaty Reform’ 
Christiansen drew on a new book he is about 
to publish with Dr Christine Reh, Lecturer in 
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constitutional process. According to Christiansen, 
the process will not stop after the failed referenda 
on the Constitutional Treaty in two member states 
in 2005, but will continue outside the formal 
intergovernmental conferences at a more informal 
level.

For more details on the book, please see: 
http://us.macmillan.com 
constitutionalizingtheeuropeanunion

how to engage 
with political Islam: 
Lessons from Europe

Dr Nathalie Tocci
 

Edinburgh, 30 January 2009 
 

EU-CONSENT lecture organised by Team 
7 ‘The Commission and the European Civil 

Service:Supranationality in a New Union‘, Work 
Package IV ‘ Institutions’

The University of Edinburgh’s Politics and 
International Relations subject area welcomed 
Dr Nathalie Tocci last month when she delivered 
a European perspective on Political Islam.  The 
lecture formed part of Politics/IR’s popular 
Transatlantic Seminar Series and was funded 
by the EU-CONSENT Network, which helped 
to ensure a well-attended and lively session.
Drawing on European examples of external 
engagement with domestic opposition in 
authoritarian contexts, Dr Tocci put forward 
one central argument: that there are lessons here 
for the West’s engagement with Political Islam.

Dr Tocci divided these lessons into three main
streams: 1) Establish fora for dialogue and 
socialization with political Islam; 2) Introduce 
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European Politics at University College London, in 
the European Union Series of Palgrave Macmillan.

The book presents a new approach to the analysis 
of the constitutional development of the European 
Union (EU) and the role of the key EU institutions. 
In contrast to traditional approaches to the study 
of EU treaty reform and constitutionalization, 
Christiansen and Reh advocate a procedural 
and institutionalist approach which is based on 
the identification of the actors and structures 
involved in treaty reforms and on reviewing the 
empirical developments in the recent phases of 
EU constitutional politics as well as on assessing 
the achievements and limitations of this process.

Christiansen’s main point was that EU treaty reform 
cannot be understood by looking solely at individual 
intergovernmental summits and grand bargains 
– as the dominant model introduced by Andrew 
Moravcsik in the 1990s would have it – but should 
be seen as a more constant process taking place also 
outside these big events. In particular, he proposed 
to include more phases in the description of the 
process of the EU’s constitutionalization, including 
the reform negotiations before the summits, the 
legitimation of the intergovernmental Council 
outcomes afterwards, and a framing of issues for 
further treaty reform at the different levels of the EU’s 
political system. According to Christiansen, these 
phases, empirically, can often be observed as a cycle.

In line with this broader approach, Christiansen 
also argued in favour of investigating the day-to-
day policy process which is interlinked with the 
grand bargains and big events. Thus, the view on 
the range of actors would also have to be enlarged, 
e.g. to other players involved at different levels such 
as EU officials, bureaucrats in national ministries or 
diplomats.

After the presentation, the discussion of the 
audience focussed on the question of a future 
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training and 
capacity-building 
with political 
parties, journalists, 
NGOs and social 
m o v e m e n t s ; 3 ) 
Apply meaningful  
political pressure.
These arguments, 

drawn from a recent article she wrote with Nona 
Mikhelidze, re-focus the debate on Political 
Islam as an expression of politics rather than 
principally a religion.  This approach opens 
up new possibilities for understanding the 
evolution of Islamist movements and the ability 
of the West to successfully engage with them.

The lecture was followed by a lively Q&A session 
and the organisers extend their thanks to all who 
took part.
A podcast of the lecture is available at: http://
www.pol.ed.ac.uk/events/transatlantic_seminars/
podcasts

serbia, russia and the 
pax americana in 

south eastern Europe 

Dr Dušan Reljić

Budapest, 2 February 2009

EU-CONSENT lecture hosted by the Institute for 
World Economics of the Hungarian Academy of 

Sciences

Dr Dušan Reljić from Stiftung für Wissenschaft 
und Politik (SWP) in Berlin delivered an EU-
CONSENT lecture on the topic “Serbia, Russia 
and the Pax Americana in South Eastern Europe” 
at the Institute for World Economics of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences in Budapest. 
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Starting his presentation, Dr Dušan briefly outlined 
the course pursued by the West in the dispute 
over the future status of Kosovo. He portrayed 
the decision to ignore Serbian interests as the 
only conceivable option, presumably based on 
the assumption that Serbia was politically and 
militarily unable to do any damage to the West; nor 
was Russia seen as capable of enforcing its own 
point of view in the matter of Kosovo. Both these 
assumptions had proven to be correct in the sense 
that the proclamation of Kosovo’s independence 
created a fait accompli and is irreversible. 
Dr Dušan pointed out that the Serbian resistance, 
supported by Russia, is now concentrating on a 
focal point at which any possible Western “victory” 
in Kosovo may yet come at a substantial political 
and military cost: Any military action on the part 
of NATO to force the Kosovo Serbs to accept 
Albanian control over them was assessed to most 
likely lead to an exodus of the Serbian population 
and to create major international fault-lines. 
Within his EU-CONSENT lecture, Dr Dušan 
moreover stressed that Russia was emerging in 
this part of South Eastern Europe as precisely the 
kind of actor that the United States tried to prevent: 
an indispensable protecting power for Serbian 
interests – in the same way that the United States 
long acted as a patron of the Albanians. It remained 
to be seen how the EU fulfilled its role in view of 
tension between the United States and Russia as 
a self-declared “driving force” in the process of 
economic and social transformation and political 
reconciliation in Kosovo. Already today, the EU’s 
protracted internal strife about whether to sign 
a Stabilization and Association Agreement with 
Serbia, as the first contractual step towards future 
membership, and (because it is not mandated by the 
UN Security Council) the legally flawed start of its 
rule of law mission in Kosovo (EULEX) have once 
more strained its credibility. 
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New SIPRI Policy Brief
the cfe treaty one year 

after its unilateral
suspension: 

a forlorn treaty?
sipri policy 

by Zdzislaw Lachowski

One year after Russia’s 
unilateral suspension of the 
1990 Treaty on Conventional 
Armed Forces in Europe 
(CFE Treaty), it is time to 
reassess the condition and 
prospects of the CFE regime. 
This Policy Brief gives 
an overview of the issues 
that have dogged the CFE 
process and that led up to the Russian action. 
It outlines the situation that the parties to the 
treaty find themselves in now and assesses the 
prospects for conventional arms control in Europe.
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The highly explosive topic and the well presented 
lecture were met with interest by a broad audience. 
Representatives of academic institutions dealing 
with social sciences and/or foreign affairs, 
diplomats (including the Ambassador of Serbia in 
Budapest), representatives of the Hungarian public 
administration (including the Prime Minister’s 
Office and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs), members 
of NGOs and journalists (the representative of the 
Hungarian News Agency) attended the lecture.

 
can the eu budget be 

reformed? what to do with a 
historical relic

Professor Iain Begg

Rome, 11 February 2009

EU-CONSENT lecture hosted by the Istituto Affari 
Internazionali (IAI) in Rome 

In his EU-CONSENT lecture, ‘Can the EU budget 
be reformed? What to do with a historical relic’, 
Professor Iain Begg (London School of Economics- 
LSE) stressed the importance of the current budget 
review process. After a short presentation of the 
main features of the EU budget, he highlighted the 
obstacles that implementation of this review would 
face. First, the unwillingness of Member States to 
spend more and on different sectors than agricultural 
policy and cohesion funds. Second, the lack of 
emphasis on the concept of the European public 
good as each State is concentrated on net balances 
and considers money from a national perspective. 
Related to this aspect is the fact that the budget is 
not as policy-oriented as it should be. Third, the 
‘corrections’ on the budget granted some Member 
States seem anachronistic and need to be rethought. 
Finally, some scenarios of possible revision of the 
budget were envisaged. Among them, Prof. Begg 
included the idea of a budget sustaining the low carbon 
strategy the EU wants to pursue in the coming years.

new publications
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New SIPRI Policy Brief
South Ossetia and Abkhazia: 

placing the conflict in 
context

SIPRI Policy Brief
by Ekaterina Stepanova

International discourse related to 
the August conflict in and around 
South Ossetia has been dominat-
ed by comparisons between Ko-
sovo and South Ossetia and the 
Russia–West ‘strategic rivalry’ 
framework. This Policy Brief ar-
gues for the need to go beyond 
these simplistic frameworks.

The Danish Institute for 
International Studies (DIIS)

Partner number 51

The Danish Institute for International Studies 
(DIIS) was established on the 1st January 2003 as 
the result of a merger of four institutions: Danish 
Institute of International Affairs (DUPI), Centre 
for Development Research (CUF), Copenhagen 
Peace Research Institute (COPRI) and Danish Cen-
tre for Holocaust and Genocide Studies (DCHF). 
DIIS, together with the Danish Institute for Hu-
man Rights, constitute the Danish Centre for In-
ternational Studies and Human Rights (DCISM), 
sharing a common administration and library.

DIIS is an independent and self-governing institu-
tion under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Den-
mark and is situated in Copenhagen. DIIS carries 
out international policy research, dissemination, 
teaching and revenue-generating activities within 
the fields of defence and security; foreign policy; 

the EU; holocaust and genocide; migration; natu-
ral resources and poverty; politics and govern-
ance; religion, conflict and international politics; 
trade and development. The institute has its own 
Board, and its daily operations are managed by 
a Director. According to the DIIS Annual Report 
2007, 94 people are employed at the institute: 41 
research staff; 17 PhD candidates; 17 technical 
administrative staff; and 19 student assistants and 
interns. In 2007, the total income of the institute 
was approximately € 9.3 million.

DIIS’s vision is to achieve national and interna-
tional recognition for independent and accessible 
research of the highest quality. The vision is that 
DIIS shall be recognised in Denmark and abroad 
as a leading institute, producing research at the 
highest level. This includes achieving four goals: 
(1) research of the highest quality; (2) effective 
research dissemination; (3) independence; and (4) 
attractive workplace. 

International Policy Research is the core of ac-
tivities undertaken at DIIS, but the list of other 
activities is wide and encompasses policy stud-
ies of shorter and longer duration; consultancies; 
educational activities; capacity building in devel-
oping countries; organisation of and participation 
in conferences and seminars; publishing; and par-
ticipation in public debate, including media ap-
pearances.

EU research at DIIS is conducted in many differ-
ent units, including the EU, foreign policy, de-
fence and security, and migration units. DIIS has 
particular EU research expertise on the Danish opt 
outs, EU Common Security and Defence Policy, 
European Neighbourhood Policy, EU migration 
questions, and small state foreign policy.

In the autumn 2007 the European Committee of 
the Danish parliament commissioned DIIS to in-
vestigate the developments and consequences of 
the Danish opt outs from the 3rd stage of Eco-
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nomic and Monetary Union (EMU); from Security 
and Defence Policy (SDP); from Justice and Home 
Affairs (JHA); and the declaration on union citizen-
ship. Led by DIIS’s EU unit, the Danish Opt Out In-
vestigation (DOOI) team included DIIS staff from the 
defence and security unit and the migration unit, as 
well as from the Danish Institute for Human Rights 
and Copenhagen University. The DOOI used a mixed-
method approach based on analysing four sources of 
evidence (secondary literature, public legal docu-
ments, ‘on record’ written/oral evidence, and ‘off 
record’ evidence), as well as engaging in comparative 
analysis with other member states (especially Sweden, 
Finland, Ireland, and the UK). During the research the 
DOOI found itself at the ‘cutting edge’ of investiga-
tive research, working with a mixture of empirical ma-
terial including standard social science techniques of 
interview triangulation and verification interviews. To 
ensure the quality of the analysis the DOOI involved 
two rounds of peer review using scholars and experts 
in the policy fields. 

The DOOI found that while the world and the EU 
has changed dramatically over the past 16 years, with 
wars in Yugoslavia, global terrorist attacks, changing 
patterns of migration and demography, global finan-
cial problems, as well more than doubling the number 
of member states, the opt outs have remained in place. 
In this period EU member states have attempted to re-
spond to European and global challenges by strength-
ening security and defence policy, expanding judicial 
cooperation and increasing coordination of economic 
and financial policy. By 2008 Denmark had largely ex-
cluded itself from active influence and full participa-
tion in three of the EU’s four main objectives. The opt 
outs are also having an impact on Denmark’s position 
in the EU, with evidence suggesting that issues such 
as treaty negotiations, chairing the EU presidency, 
entering into partnerships, achieving administrative 
positions, and overall perceptions are all negatively 
affected by the opt outs. 

The EU unit at DIIS endeavours to enrich Danish-EU 

public debates. Its current research focus is on im-
proving Danish and international research on chang-
ing political contestation in the European Parliament. 
The research places an emphasis on understanding 
the extent to which Members of the European Par-
liament (MEPs) from old and new member states, 
but in particular Denmark, contest European issues 
on party-political lines, national-political lines, or 
perhaps emerging new lines of political contesta-
tion. The focus for the next three years is on the 7th 
European Parliament and compares the behaviour of 
differing national MEPs with that of national pub-
lic opinion, national party agendas, and EP party 
groups’ agenda. The EU unit at DIIS contributes to 
international policy research such as the EP contes-
tation project, with the aim of improving public and 
democratic debate on Denmark and the EU. 

EU Networks

The EU unit actively participated in seven interna-
tional policy research networks during 2008. These 
networks are the Dansk Selskab for Europaforskning 
- DSE (the European Community Studies Associa-
tion – Denmark, ECSA-DK);  the Trans-European 
Policy Studies Association (TEPSA); the European 
Policy Institutes Network (EPIN); the ‘Think Glo-
bal – Act European’ (TGAE) think-tank initiative; 
the EU Framework Programme 6 Network of Ex-
cellence ‘EU-CONSENT’, and the ‘EU and Social 
Dimension of Globalisation’ international network. 
The latest initiative for the EU unit is the ‘Nordic-
EU Cooperation’ network aimed at improving inter-
national research cooperation. It involves the three 
other Nordic research institutions – Norwegian Insti-
tute of International Affairs (NUPI); Finnish Institute 
of International Affairs (FIIA); Swedish Institute of 
International Affairs (UI); and the Icelandic Institute 
of International Affairs - the Centre for Small State 
Studies,   as well as the Swedish National Defence 
College (SNDC).

Recent events with an EU focus at DIIS have includ-
ed public lecture series on ‘What Characterises To-
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day’s EU Debates?’, two series of ‘On the Record’, 
and public events related to the Danish Opt Out Re-
port. The Europanævnet-funded public lecture series 
on ‘What Characterises Today’s EU Debates?’, in-
volved six leading scholars discussing their perspec-
tives on political contestation in the EU. EU debates 
have been dominated by discussions about the Con-
stitutional and Lisbon treaties and issues of further 
enlargement. However, a look beyond these debates 
reveals new and unexplored lines of EU contesta-
tion, which transgress previous divides. Whereas 
EU attitudes traditionally have been understood in 
terms of the left-right cleavage or simply a matter of 
wanting more or less political union, cross-cutting 
issues such as environmental policy, energy, immi-
gration and religion have emerged and are forming 
new dividing lines. Invited scholars included Pro-
fessor Edward Best (EIPA) who is a member of 
EU-CONSENT, ‘On the Record’, the joint public 
lecture series with the European Commission Rep-
resentation and European Parliament Information 
Office in Denmark, involved 15 former Danish-EU 
actors giving their personal views on their participa-
tion in events that have shaped Danish membership 
of the EU. The two series covered the periods of 
1960s-1990s and 19902-date. Notable participants 
included Niels Ersbøll, Henning Christophersen, 
Uffe Ellemann-Jensen, Poul Nielson, and Jens-Peter 
Bonde.

EU researchers at DIIS include:

Ian Manners (PhD) is senior re-
searcher and head of the EU unit. 
His expertise includes EU politics 
and policymaking, EU external 
policies, enlargement and consti-
tutional debates. His specialism is 
normative theory and politics in the 
EU. His current research projects 

include ‘The Normative Power of the European Un-
ion’; ‘Europe and the World: between regional in-
tegration and globalisation’; ‘The Danish Opt Outs 

from the European Union’; and ‘Symbolism and 
Substance: a critical theory of European integra-
tion’. He was coordinator of the Danish Opt Out 
Investigation team. Ian has been involved in work 
package IV ‘Institutions and Political Actors’ of 
EU-CONSENT.

Catharina Sørensen (PhD) is 
a researcher in the EU unit. Her 
expertise includes public opin-
ion towards the EU, the EU’s 
reform process, and the Danish 
EU opt-outs. Her current research 
projects include the Danish opt 

outs and Euroscepticism in the 
member states of the EU. She was a member of 
the Danish Opt Out Investigation team. Catharina 
has participated in work package V ‘Democracy, 
Legitimacy and Identities’ of EU-CONSENT. Her 
paper ‘Types of Euroscepticism’ won the EU-
CONSENT PhD Award in June 2006.

Mette Buskjær Christensen 
(MA) is a research assistant in the 
EU unit. Her expertise includes 
EU enlargement policy, EU ac-
cession negotiations and relations 
with Turkey, and intergroups in 
the European Parliament.

 Ulla Holm (PhD) is a senior 
researcher in the foreign policy 
unit. Her expertise includes for-
eign policy analysis, discourse 
analysis, social constructivism, 
theories on regionalization and 
immigration. French domestic 

and foreign/EU policy. Islam and secularism, Is-
lam in international politics. EU’s Neighbourhood 
policy toward the southern Mediteranean. Algeria 
and North Africa with regard to internal develop-
ment and the question about terrorism, islam and 
immigration. 
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Pertti Joenniemi (Soc.lis.) is a sen-
ior researcher in the foreign policy 
unit. His expertise includes transfor-
mation in the concept of the West, 
and the impact on transatlantic re-
lations; The United States as a Eu-
rope-maker; Europe’s Small States 
in a Changing Environment: A Con-

structivist Analysis (including Den-
mark).

Helle Malmvig (PhD) is a senior 
researcher in the religion, conflict, 
and international politics unit. Her 
expertise includes international 
relations in the Middle East and 
North Africa, in particular EU and 
US foreign and security policies in 

the Middle East, democratisation of the Middle East, 
EU and NATO’s partnership programmes in the Mid-
dle East and regional conflicts in the Middle East and 

North Africa.

Trine Flockhart (PhD) is senior re-
searcher and head of the defence and 
security unit. Her experts includes 
European Security, Transatlantic re-
lations and European security insti-
tutions (NATO & EU), the transfer 
of ideas through state socialization, 

especially democratization and Europeanization. She 
was a member of the Danish Opt Out Investigation 
team.

 Niels Aadal Rasmussen is a sen-
ior analyst in the defence and se-
curity unit. His expertise includes 
EU Security and Defence Policy, 
EU/NATO/UN, and Danish For-
eign and Security Policy. He was a 
member of the Danish Opt Out In-
vestigation team.
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Fabrizio Tassinari (PhD) is a re-
searcher in the defence and secu-
rity unit. His expertise includes 
European integration and secu-
rity, with particular reference to 
the politics of the Wider Euro-
pean neighbourhood;  regional 
security and cooperation in the 

Mediterranean, the Western Balkans, the Black 
Sea and the Baltic Sea; EU and NATO enlarge-
ment and European Neighbourhood Policy, EU 
and U.S. relations with Russia and Turkey.

Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen 
(MA & MSc) is a research ana-
lyst in the migration unit. His 
expertise includes the develop-
ing EU asylum and immigration 
policy and its political and legal 
significance. Refugee protection 
in third countries and the legal 
asylum regime. Particular focus 

on the instrumentalisation of present legal norms 
by European States in the externalisation proc-
ess and changes in protection conditions in third 
countries (esp. Ukraine, Morocco, Tanzania). He 
was a member of the Danish Opt Out Investiga-
tion team.

Bosphorus University/ 
Bogazici Universitesi

Partner no 28

Bogazici University, first established as a Semi-
nary for boys called “Robert College” by two as-
piring Americans in 1860-70, is now situated over 
a total land area of 1769 106 square meters in Is-
tanbul, up on the Asian and European slopes of 
the Bosphorous which joins the Black Sea and the 
Marmara Sea.  Turned into a University in the early 
1970s, it comprises presently of “South,” “North,” 
“Ucaksavar,” “Hisar,” “Kandilli,” “Saritepe,” and 
“Iznik” campuses, which include track and field 
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for athletics, outdoor basketball and tennis courts, 
indoor and outdoor swimming pools, gymnasium 
and a spectacularly fine sand beach on the Black 
Sea. Its total gross accommodation area in residence 
halls is over 50 000 square meters providing living 
space for over 2500 students among the total of 11 
000 student body. University housing available for 
staff is 185, while total capacity for guest accom-
modation is twenty five.

It was a plot of land with a stone quarry belonging 
to Ahmet Vefik Pasha of the Ottoman Empire. The 
same quarry had been used by Fatih Sultan Mehmet 
(Mehmet the Conqueror) when he built his mighty 
fortress, “Rumelihisari,” on the European shore of 
the Bosphorus in 1453, just before conquering Con-
stantinople. This blue limestone was used for all the 
College buildings constructed until the First World 
War.

All courses at Bogazici University are conducted in 
English, except for Turkish studies.  There are four 
faculties:  The Faculty of Arts and Sciences, with 
Chemistry, History,  Mathematics,  Molecular Biol-
ogy and Genetics, Philosophy,  Physics, Psychol-
ogy,   Sociology, Translation and Interpreting Stud-
ies, Turkish Language and Literature, and Western 
Languages and Literatures Departments.

The Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sci-
ences has Economics, Management and Political 
Science and International Relations Departments.

The Faculty of Education has Computer Education 
and Educational Technology,  Educational Sciences,  
Foreign Language Education, Primary Education, 
and  Secondary School Science & Mathematics Ed-
ucation Departments.

The Faculty of Engineering has Chemical Engi-
neering, Civil Engineering, Computer Engineering, 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Industrial 
Engineering and Mechanical Engineering Depart-
ments

There are three departments at The School of Ap-
plied Disciplines: International Trade Department, 
Management Information Systems Department and 

Tourism Administration Department. The School 
of Foreign Languages has Advanced English Unit,  
English Preparatory Division, and Modern Lan-
guages Unit.

The University has the following Institutes: The 
Ataturk Institute For Modern Turkish History, The 
Institute of Biomedical Engineering, The Institute 
of Environmental Sciences and The Kandilli Ob-
servatory and Earthquake Research Institute, with 
Earthquake Engineering, Geodesy and Geophysics 
Departments.

The Institute for Graduate Studies in Sciences and 
Engineering include Automotive Engineering MS 
Program, Chemical Engineering (M.S.,Ph.D.),  
Chemistry (M.S., Ph.D.), Civil Engineering (M.S., 
Ph.D.), Computational Science and Engineering 
(M.S.),  Computer Engineering (M.S., Ph.D.), Elec-
trical and Electronic Engineering (M.S., Ph.D.), En-
gineering & Technology Management (M.S.),  Fi-
nancial Engineering (M.S.), Industrial Engineering 
(M.S., Ph.D.), Mathematics (M.S., Ph.D.), Medical 
Systems and Informatics (M.S.), Mechanical Engi-
neering (M.S., Ph.D.), Molecular Biology and Ge-
netics (M.S., Ph.D.), Nuclear Engineering (M.S., 
Ph.D.), Physics (M.S., Ph.D.), Secondary School 
Science & Mathematics Education (M.S., Ph.D.),  
Software Engineering Program (M.S.), and Systems 
and Control Engineering (M.S.).

The Institute for Graduate Studies in Social Scienc-
es include Arts in Conference Interpreting (M.A.),  
Business Information Systems (M.A.),  Cognitive 
Science (M.A.), Critical and Cultural Studies (M.A.), 
Economics (M.A., Ph.D.), Economics and Finance 
(M.A.), Educational Sciences (M.A., Ph. D.), Eng-
lish Language Education (M.A., Ph.D.), English 
Literature (M.A.,Ph.D.), European Studies (M.A.),  
Executive MBA - Department of Management, His-
tory (M.A.,Ph.D.), International Trade Management 
(M.A.), Linguistics (M.A., Ph.D.), Management 
(M.A., Ph. D.), Management Information Systems 
(M.A.), Philosophy (M.A., Ph.D.), Political Science 
and International Relations (M.A., Ph.D.), Psychol-
ogy (M.A., Ph.D.), Sociology (M.A.), Translation 

presenting partner institutes



eu-consent newsletter
No 2:2009 february

22

(M.A.), Translation Studies (Ph.D.), and Turkish 
Language and Literature (M.A., Ph.D.). 

Vocational School of Hotel Management has Tour-
ism Administration Program (Secondary education).   
Other Units are Department of Fine Arts and De-
partment of Physical Education

Within the University, student life is rich and var-
ied with activities to cater to almost all talents and 
interests, organized by various Student Clubs. The 
University has a tradition of encouraging extra-cur-
ricular activities that are consistent with the educa-
tional objectives of the institution and in response to 
the interests of students. All students are encouraged 
to take part in these activities. 

Formerly Journal of Economics and Administrative 
Studies, Boğaziçi Journal (ISSN:1300-9583), spon-
sored by Price Waterhouse Coopers Company, is a 
multi-disciplinary, bi-annual journal with an empha-
sis on the problems of contemporary Turkey. Manu-
scripts are welcomed from a variety of social sci-
ence disciplines including economics, management 
and organizational studies, political science and in-
ternational relations, sociology, social anthropology, 
social demography and social psychology. With its 
well-established referee system, the Journal contin-
ues to aim for high academic standards and seeks 
to establish itself as a leading outlet for scholarship 
dealing with economic, social, political and institu-
tional change in modern Turkey. Major attention is 
also given to Turkey’s external relations including 
relations with Europe, the Balkans, the Black Sea 
region and Central Asia as well as the Middle East. 
The Journal is currently indexed in the Middle East 
Journal, International Development Abstracts, and 
Geographical Abstracts: Human Geography and 
GEOBASE, Ultrich’s Periodicals Directory and Eu-
ropean Directory ‘EUROsource’.  Boğaziçi Journal 
includes both free articles and symposia. In addition 
to standard articles, a section is devoted to review 
articles and book reviews.

Two members of the academic staff of Bogazici 
University have participated in EU-CONSENT: 
Mehpare Selcan Kaynak and Deniz Ilgaz.

   Mehpare Selcan Kaynak, is a 
graduate of Bosphorus Univer-
sity where she studied Political 
Science and International Re-
lations. In 2003 she has suc-
cessfully defended her disser-
tation, titled, “Scholarship in 
the News: An Epistemological 
Examination of the Public Dis-
course About Controversial 

Social Research”; Dr Kaynak is interested in art 
communication as well as intercultural communica-
tion, particularly the flow of popular media products 
among different cultures. In Turkey, she participated 
in a team which designed field research on the sub-
ject of “Trust in the Media.” Dr Kaynak co-authored 
a book interpreting the results which is currently be-
ing printed in Turkey. Her area of expertise is art 
communication; intercultural communication, par-
ticularly the flow of popular media products among 
different cultures. 

Deniz Ilgaz obtained her PhD 
degree at the Political Science 
and International Relations 
Department of Bogazici Uni-
versity in 1995. As an Assist-
ant Professor, Dr. Ilgaz teaches 
Advanced English courses to 
students from various depart-
ments of Bogazici University. 
Her courses cover subjects of 

international relations and the European Union.  Dr. 
Ilgaz also teaches two courses at European Com-
munity Institute at Marmara University, since 1996, 
offered for PhD students in the European Union 
Law and European Politics and International Rela-
tions departments, respectively. “The Protection of 
Intellectual Property Rights in the European Union 
and Turkey,” and “The Evolution and Reform in the 
European Union.” Academic interests of Dr. Ilgaz 
comprise European Union measures concerning hu-
man rights, democracy, citizenship, multicultural-
ism, intercultural dialogue, institutional and treaty 
reform, foreign and security policy, defence policy, 
the Mediterranean and the Middle East, as well as 
Turkey-EU relations. 
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