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Dear friends,

The past month has been very busy with the prepara-
tions for the Final Plenary Meeting that was held in 
Brussels last week. 

It was great seeing so many familiar faces as well as 
new ones at the conference. One of the main aims of 
this concluding plenary conference was to re-visit 
EU-CONSENT’s network activities and research 
results as well as to discuss and kick-off the imple-
mentation of EU-CONSENT’s sustainability strat-
egy.

For those of you that could not attend the conference 
there is no need for despair - the next issue of the 
EU-CONSENT newsletter will have an extensive 
report as well as pictures from the conference.

As for this issue, we have many upcoming events 
such as a workshop in Bruges, 7-8 April on the topic 
‘Economic and Social Governance in the Making: 
EU Economic Governance in the Flux’, and an EU-
CONSENT workshop in Brussels, 28 April with the 
title: ‘The Present and Future of National Legisla-
tures in EU Governance’. Another event taking place 
in Brussels is a workshop, on 7 May, with the title: 
‘EU Governance in Time of Crises’. We mustn’t 
forget the TEPSA Conference in Stockholm, 28-29 
May, with the title ‘Finding Solidarity in the Face of 
Crises’. Furthermore, on the same date, 28-29 May, 
a workshop is being organised in Maastricht on the 
theme‘ Agency-Formation in the Enlarged European 
union’.

We can also present in this issue two reports from 
EU-CONSENT events. The first report is from a 

Editor’s Column
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dissemination event that was convened in Zagreb, 6 
March, on the theme ’Where is the EU Heading? Fu-
ture developments and reflections on Croatia’. The 
second report is from the EU-CONSENT and TEP-
SA co-arranged workshop in Brussels, 19 March, on 
the ‘2009 EP Elections’.

We also have four new publications to announce and 
the honour to present two EU-CONSENT partner 
institutes: The University of Potsdam and the Cen-
tro Interdipartimentale Ricerche Sul Diritto Delle 
Comunità Europee (CIRDCE)

Best wishes from Stockholm

Gunilla and Theresa  
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Economic and social govern-
ance in the making: eu eco-

nomic governance in the flux 
 

Bruges, 7-8 April 2009

Workshop organised by The College of Europe, 
Work Package VI (Economic and Social Policies) 

A key purpose of the workshop is to bring to-
gether the research conducted by the differ-
ent teams in WP VI and to present drafts of pa-
pers that will be brought together in a publica-
tion.The conference is divided into six sessions: 

1. The Euro: between unitary and differentiated in-
tegration

2. The internal market in EU studies: cross-fertili-
zation between European law, economics and po-
litical science

3. Reforming the EU budget: economic insights 
and political-economic constraints

4. Cohesion or confusion: a policy searching for 
objectives

5. How to herd cats: macroeconomic co-ordination

6. Europeanisation of social policy? Evidence for 
and against

There are still some discussant slots to be filled in 
the programme and we therefore invite interested 
individuals from EU-CONSENT partner institu-
tions with expertise relevant to particular sessions to 
let us know if they would like to be considered for 
this role. There is also funding available for a small 
number of additional participants who may be either:

*         Researchers from EU-CONSENT partner 
institutions

*         Advanced PhD students from EU-CON-
SENT partner institutions

upcoming eu-consent events

If you are interested please contact Robert K. Wagner 
(rwagner@coleurop.be <mailto:rwagner@coleurop.
be> ) at the College of Europe, Bruges, by 20 March 
2009 at the latest. You should send a short note (5 
lines), including information on your research inter-
est or (for PhD students) the topic of your PhD and 
your motivation for participation in the workshop. 
Successful applicants will be informed promptly.

Accommodation will be provided directly by the 
College of Europe. Travel costs will be reimbursed 
after the conference but you will have to take care 
of your own arrangements. Please note that travel 
costs should, normally, be kept below euros 400 and 
that every effort should be made to obtain economi-
cal fares. As is the norm for European Commission 
projects, taxi fares will not normally be reimbursed.

With best wishes,

Robert Wagner, on behalf of the College of Europe 
Iain Begg, leader of Work Package VI.

Provisional Programme 

7 April 2009 – Dijver (Room E)  

18.30 General Session: Introduction on economic & 
social governance 

20.00 Dinner 

8 April 2009 – Dijver (Room E)  

09.00 Session 1 
The Euro: between unitary and differentiated in-
tegration Kenneth Dyson (Cardiff University) and 
Martin Marcussen (University of Copenhagen) 

10.00 Coffee Break 

10.15 Session 2 
The internal market in EU studies: cross-fertiliza-
tion between European law, economics and politi-
cal science  Jacques Pelkmans, Michele Chang 
& Dominik Hanf (College of Europe, Bruges and 
Natolin) 
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11.15 Coffee Break  
 
11.30 Session 3:  
Reforming the EU budget: economic insights and 
political-economic constraints Friedrich Heine- 
mann, Philipp Mohl, Steffen Osterloh (Centre for 
European Economic Research (ZEW), Mannheim)  
 
12.30 Lunch   

14.00 Session 4 
Cohesion or confusion: a policy searching for ob-
jectives Iain Begg (LSE) 

15.00 Coffee Break 

15.15 Session 5 
How to herd cats: macroeconomic co-ordination 
Jacques Le Cacheux (UPPA and OFCE) 

16.15 Coffee Break 

16.30 Session 6 
Europeanisation of social policy? Evidence for and 
against Juraj Draxler (CEPS and University of 
Lancaster) 

17.30 End of the Workshop  

The Present and Future of
National legislatures 

in EU Governance
Conference/Workshop organised by Team 6  
‘Enlarged Institutions and Interaction with  

National Governments’ and Team 8  
‘The European Parliament and European Politics’ 

Workpackage IV ‘Institutions’.

Brussels, 28 April 2009

Venue: TEPSA - Fondation Universitaire,  
11 Rue d´Egmont, 1000 Brussels 
Tel: + 32 (0)2 511 34 70

Programme

upcoming eu-consent events

10.00 Welcome and introduction  
Brendan Donnelly, Director of Federal Trust for 
Education and Research  
Sonia Piedrafita, European Institute of Public Ad-
ministration 
 
10.15 Panel 1 
Chair; Brendan Donnelly  
Knocking on heaven’s door: Pro-active parliamen-
tary strategies in EU policy processes 
Theo Jans  and Sonia Piedrafita, EIPA, Maastricht  
The role of the Irish Parliament’s European Affairs 
Committee and its handling of the Lisbon Treaty-
John O’Brennan, National University of Ireland,  
Maynooth Is there some future for the Spanish Par-
liament in EU Governance? 
Ignacio Molina, Real Instituto Elcano, Madrid  
The Riksdag’s reconquista of EU affairs 
Ola Zetterquist, Gothenburg University 
 
11.35 Coffee Break 
 
12.00 Panel 2 
Chair Sonia Piedrafita  
A Virtual Third Chamber for the European Union: 
National Parliaments under the Treaty of Lisbon 
Ian Cooper, ARENA, Centre for European Studies, 
Oslo  
EU Foreign Policy: towards a marginalisation of 
parliaments? 
Flavia Zanon, University of Trento 
The National Legislatures in Justice and Home 
Affairs Oliver Vogt, Official (Europeanization of 
criminal law), Bundestag, Berlin 
 
13.15 Lunch Break 
14.15 Panel 3 
Chair: Theo Jans 
Is there a democratic deficit? And can national par-
liaments solve it? 
Brendan Donnelly, Federal Trust, London 
Ex ante vs ex post: Media coverage and parliamen-



eu-consent newsletter
No 3:2009 march

4

tary involvement in EU policy-formulation 
Pieter de Wilde, ARENA, Centre for European 
Studies, Oslo 
Institutional Change and Democratic Practices in 
the EU: Adjustment of National Political Actors to 
Secluded Decision-making in the EU 
Ana María Evans, CIES-ISCTE, Lisboa 
 
15.30 Coffee break 
 
16.00 Discussion Panel  
Richard Corbet, Member of the European Parlia-
ment 
Loreta Raulinaytité, Permanent Member of the 
COSAC Secretariat 
Libby Davidson, UK National Parliament Repre-
sentative 
 
17.00 End of Conference

* For more information please contact Sonia Pie-

drafita s.piedrafita@eipa.eu 

 
eu governance in time of  

crisis  
 

Working group on Constitutional and Institutional 
change in the EU

Brussels, 7 May 2009

Venue: TEPSA - Fondation Universitaire  
11 Rue d´Egmont, 1000 Brussels - Tel: + 32 (0)2 
511 34 70

The last decade has seen considerable changes both 
in the membership of the EU and in its policies and 
institutional practices. This process of change has to 
a large extent been one of deliberate adaptation in 
preparation for enlargement – that mutual interaction 
of “widening and deepening” which has been a de-
fining feature of recent debates over treaty reform.  

Upcoming EU-Consent Events

these years have also demonstrated the limits to proc-
esses of planned change and simple constitutional 
designs, and there has also been a remarkable degree 
of continuity in the institutional architecture of the 
EU. The difficulty of achieving institutional reform 
has a number of reasons: on the one hand, the in-
terplay of widening and deepening has been neither 
simple nor uncontested. Changes in the system have 
resulted from an interaction of enlargement with oth-
er trends, while arguments about the impact of en-
largement have been shaped (and used) by actors in 
terms of their integration preferences. The results of 
negotiations have therefore continued to be charac-
terized by contingency, compromise and complexity. 

On the other hand, debates have been shaped by a 
variety of unforeseen events and crises: the failure 
of the Constitution ratification process and the Irish 
No to the Lisbon Treaty; continuing issues aris-
ing from the accommodation of the new member 
states; external crises and new security challenges, 
notably to do with energy, migration and organized 
crime; globalization and, most recently, the global 
economic and financial crisis. These events have 
sometimes reinforced existing trends for change, 
triggering new avenues for reform, and sometimes 
tended to undermine or distort ongoing processes.

This closing conference of the EU-CONSENT 
Working Group on Constitutional and Institutional 
Change will therefore focus on how the EU man-
ages crises, and how crises have affected the dy-
namics of widening and deepening of the EU. 

* If you are interested to participate, please contact 
Sonia Piedrafita s.piedrafita@eipa.eu 
 
Draft Programme

 THURSDAY 7 MAY 2009

09.45  Registration 
 
10.00  Welcome and Introduction 
Marga Pröhl, Director General, European Institute 
of Public Administration (EIPA) 
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10.15  EU Reform and Governance Capacities 
Chair: Thomas Christiansen, Associate Professor, 
EIPA 
Edward Best, Head of Unit, EIPA; Wolfgang 
Wessels, Professor, University of Cologne;  
Mark Rhinard, Senior Researcher, Swedish Insti-
tute of International Affairs. 
 
11.30 Coffee Break 
 
11.45 The Financial and Economic Crisis: Conse-
quences for the Union Chair: Gaby Umbach, Senior 
Research Associate University of Cologne  
Richard Youngs, Research Director, FRIDE;  
Fabian Zuleeg, Senior Policy Analyst, European 
Policy Centre; Daniel Gros, Director, Centre for 
European Policy Studies. 
 
13.15 Lunch Break 
 
14.15 Forced to Get our Act Together?  Crises in 
the Neighbourhood 
Chair: Brendan Donnelly, Director, Federal Trust, 
London 
Graham Avery, Visiting Professor, College of Eu-
rope; Simon Duke, Professor, EIPA; Maxime Lefeb-
vre, Counsellor, French Permanent Representation 
to the EU.  
 
15.30 Coffee Break 
 
15.45 Energy Security: Concentrating the EU Mind 
Chair: Gianni Bonvicini, Executive Vice President, 
Istituto Affari Internazionali 
Roland Kobia, Cabinet of Commissioner A. Pie-
balgs; Christian Egenhofer, Senior Fellow and head 
of the Energy and climate programme, CEPS (in-
vited). 
17.00 Concluding perspectives 
Edward Best and Wolfgang Wessels 
17.30 End of Conference

Swedish Presidency 2009:
Finding Solidarity in the 

Face of Crises

Stockholm, 28-29 May 2009
 

The Swedish Institute of International Affairs in 
Stockholm is pleased to announce an international 
conference on the eve of the Swedish Presiden-
cy of the European Union. The past eight months 
bear witness to multiple crises facing the Euro-
pean Union, including the institutional dilemma 
sparked by rejection of the Lisbon Treaty, the ge-
opolitical emergencies in Georgia and the Mid-
dle East, and the ongoing economic crisis which 
sparked social unrest across Europe.  As the Swed-
ish Presidency approaches, further crises will likely 
emerge -- but so will opportunities to renew Euro-
pean solidarity and tighten the bonds of integration. 

This conference will bring together senior scholars 
and high-level practitioners from across Europe to 
focus on the Swedish Presidency of the EU. It will 

examine the prospects for improving European 
solidarity in the face of existing and emerging chal-

lenges.  
This event is part of the “pre-presidency” series of 
TEPSA (the Trans European Policy Studies Asso-
ciation) and EU-CONSENT (Constructing Europe 
Research Network) and enjoys support from SIEPS 
Swedish Institute for European Policy Research and 
SFSS (the Stockholm Forum for Security Studies). 

 
For more information please contact Åsa Fritzon 

(asa.fritzon@ui.se)  

Upcoming EU-Consent Events

Save the Date  
28-29 May 2009 Stockholm, Sweden 
The Swedish Institute of International Affairs in Stockholm is 

pleased to announce an international conference on the eve of 
the Swedish Presidency of the European Union.

The past eight months bear witness to multiple crises facing the European 
Union, including the institutional dilemma sparked by rejection of the Lisbon 
Treaty, the geopolitical emergencies in Georgia and the Middle East, and the 
ongoing economic crisis which caused social unrest across Europe.  As the 

Swedish Presidency approaches, further crises will likely emerge – but so will 
opportunities to renew European solidarity and tighten the bonds of integration.

 
This conference will bring together senior scholars and high-level  

practitioners from across Europe to focus on the Swedish Presidency  
of the EU. It will examine the prospects for improving European solidarity  

in the face of existing and emerging challenges.

SFSS

This event is organized as part of the “pre-presidency” series 

of TEPSA (the Trans European Policy Studies Association) 

and EU-CONSENT (Constructing Europe Research Network) 

and enjoys support from the Stockholm Forum for Security 

Studies (SFSS)

Swedish Presidency 2009
Finding Solidarity in the Face of Crises
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EU-CONSENT PhD Workshop: Integrative Balan-
cing in the EU Team Presidencies
NEW DATE AND LOCATION! PROLONGED 
DEADLINE!
Dates: 23-24 April 
Location: Corvinus University of Budapest 
For further information see the January 2009 issue 
of the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and website:  
www.eu-consent.net. 
Contact: Judit Kis-Varga (judit.kisvarga@uni-corvi-
nus.hu)

Team 17 Workshop: Patterns and Trajectories in 
Economic Governance Amongst Non-Euro Area 
States
Dates: 30 April- 1 May 2009
Location: Cardiff
For further information see the January 2009 issue 
of the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and website:  
www.eu-consent.net.  
Contact: Marc Pollentine (pollentinemd1@cardiff.
ac.uk)

Team 23 Workshop: The Internal Security of the 
EU and Its External Effects: The Czech Preci-
dency and outlook to the future
Dates: 15 May
Location: Prague
For further information see the February 2009 issue 
of the EU-CONSENT Newsletter and website:  
www.eu-consent.net. 
Contact: Paul Luif (paulluif@oiip.at)

agency-formation in the  
enlarged European Union

Maastricht , 28-29 May 2009 . 

This workshop will be jointly organised by 
EIPA (Thomas Christiansen) and Maastricht 
University (Paul Stephenson and Esther Vers-
luis) and will bring together experts on a range 
of issues related to the formation of agencies.

Given that the past decade has witnessed a sig-
nificant proliferation of new EU agencies as well 
as the enlargement of the EU through the ar-
rival of 12 new member states, this workshop 
will discuss not only newly established agencies, 
but also consider the broader questions arising 
from the emergence of ‘agency governance’ in 
the EU. The key question in this regard concerns 
the way in which networks in the EU have be-
come institutionalised (as committees, secretari-
ats and agencies) and how the role and the func-
tioning of EU agencies has developed over time.
 
If you are interested in participating in this work-
shop, please contact Dorothee Pass (d.pass@eipa.
eu) by email, stating the reasons for your inter-
est and indicating the kind of contribution you 
could make to the workshop, by 8 April.A detailed 
agenda and more information are currently being 
prepared and will be circulated via the mailing 
list in due time. In case of interest and any fur-
ther questions please contact Funda Tekin (funda.
tekin@uni-koeln.de) in Cologne or Yvonne Nass-
hoven (Yvonne.nasshoven@tepsa.be) at TEPSA.

reminders

Call for EU-CONSENT photos!
 
If you have any digital photos from EU-CONSENT 
events, in particular from the first two years and not 
shown before, please email them to Maritza Crico-
rian at the Istituto Affari Internazionali, Rome

Contact: Maritza Cricorian (iai@iai.it) 
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sis in the long-term perspective through education, 
social protection and flexicurity policies. He con-
cluded that one should not forget that rebuilding so-
cial confidence is the magic ingredient for recovery. 

The presentation provoked a lively discussion by local 
commentators amongst them  Sandra Svaljek, Direc-
tor of Institute of Economics, Velimir Sonje, ICF In-
vest, Kresimir Jurlin, IMO, Nenad Zakosek, Faculty of 
Political Science Zagreb and Visnja Samardzija, IMO 

Felix Roth, Centre for European Policy Studies, 
Brussels, examined the role of education in employ-
ment and competitiveness. Roth emphasised that the 
goal of making the EU the most competitive global 
economy by 2010 would not be achieved. He under-
lined that education and innovation play key roles in 
generating employment and growth, but that the EU 
(on average) does not have a strong starting position 
in the global race for innovation. Compared to other 
OECD countries, the member states of the EU perform 
poorly when it comes to key indicators of innovative 
potential, such as the percentage of students enrolled 
in tertiary education and the educational quality of 
Europe’s students. Education makes a three-fold 
contribution to a country’s economic health. First it 
is beneficial for employment rates, second it is a key 
driver for long-term economic growth and third it 
appears to be beneficial for social cohesion. It will 
be crucial for European countries to attain higher 
levels of tertiary education and increase the quality 
of their education. A major problem is the insuffi-
cient skills of the EU work force, especially when 
societies are becoming more knowledge driven. 

The presentation also raised some interesting reac-
tions and comments on the importance of education 
and knowledge in recovery and economic develop-
ment. Comments were among others given by Slavi-
ca Singer, Faculty of Economics Osijek;  Kresimir 
Jurlin,  IMO; Sanja Crnkovic-Pozaic, BIT Croatia 
and  Maja Vehovec, Institute of Economics Zagreb. 

Panel II “EU Institutional Reform: Impacts on 

reports from eu-consent events

eu - consent dissemination 
event: where is the eu heading? 
future developments and re-

flections on croatia
 

Zagreb, 6 March 2009 

Organised by EU-CONSENT, IMO Zagreb  
and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Croatia

The Dissemination event in Zagreb gathered 73 
participants – stakeholders and actors of the EU 
integration process in Croatia such as academics, 
financial and business experts, representatives of 
NGOs, civil society, trade unions, different business 
associations, government policy makers and media.

The first panel “EU Economic and Social Perspec-
tives and Responses to the Global Financial Crisis” 
was chaired by Nevenka Cuckovic, IMO. Iain Begg, 
London School of Economics, briefly described the 
outbreak and causes of the crisis and highlighted 
applied solutions as well as pitfalls in coping with 
the crisis so far. The world has changed after Sep-
tember 2008 and together with it the perception of 
economic policies – the crisis brought back protec-
tionism and suddenly, state aids are back in fashion 
and seen as good news. He stressed that we are now 
in the stage of assimilating some of the important 
lessons from recession such as the one that markets 
do fail - sometimes even spectacularly -  and that 
the State has to act as ultimate rescuer. The ques-
tion whether this would lead us to a new balance 
of interests, or even a new capitalism remains open. 
Regarding the impact of the crisis on EU integration 
he stated that one prime dilemma is policy coordina-
tion, with the questions of leadership strongly arising 
together with economic governance arrangements’ 
need to recover. The answers to these questions are 
unclear for now, but Begg sees a potential solution 
in forming European economic government. He 
also raised the importance of recovering from cri-
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reports from eu-consent events

ter (trans ) governmentalism appeared in the others.

Gunilla Herolf, Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI), dealt with security in-
stitutions and cooperation in the wider EU asking 
whether they would lead to deeper integration or 
fragmentation. Security threats are no longer exclu-
sively military ones - current threats are more com-
plex. The EU of today is characterized of a variety 
of forms of cooperation. The ratification of Lisbon 
Treaty was seen as one of the problems together with 
the enlargement fatigue. Some changes within the 
Lisbon Treaty related to security policy were elabo-
rated. The external events and the common threat 
perceptions were seen as working towards common 
decision-making (Brusselization) and integration. 
On the other hand enlargement was considered as a 
factor that may easily lead towards fragmentation: 
with increasing heterogeneity and size the wish to 
control may lead to formation of smaller groups, 
such as G6 or directoires. The necessary ambition 
should be to combine leadership and cohesion. 

Local Commentators of the second panel were Igor 
Vidacak, Head of Croatian Government Office for 
NGOs; Sinisa Rodin, Jean Monnet Chair at the Fac-
ulty of Law, University of Zagreb; Nenad Zakosek, 
Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Za-
greb, Mladen Stanicic, Director of IMO (IMO) and 
Damir Grubisa, Faculty of Political Science Zagreb, 

by Valentina Vuckovic and Dominik Vuletic 
 
Inspired by the great hospitality of the Croatian 
hosts the guests expressed their thanks in various 
ways, as seen below: 

In the interests of dissemination
Of our thoughts about deep integration
We have met here today
In a wonderful way
So “hvala” – or thanks in Croatian!
(Edward Best)

Future Enlargement Policy and Croatia” was 
chaired by Visnja Samardzija, IMO. Panelists 
took a wide perspective on the subject, from 
the point of view of EU deepening and widen-
ing scenarios, while commentators discussed 
these issues from the point of view of Croatia’s 
accession and negotiation process with the EU.

Edward Best, the European Institute of Public Ad-
ministration 
(EIPA) in 
Maastricht, 
e labora ted 
the effects 
of enlarge-
ment on in-
s t i tu t iona l 
c h a n g e s 
within the 
EU. Some 
views on 

problems related to ratification of the Lisbon Treaty 
were also discussed, such as the expectation that 
further enlargements might be possible without 
ratification of the Treaty. The Lisbon Treaty itself 
was not seen as a magic answer to all problems of 
the EU. On the other hand, enlargement is not the 
only source of pressure for change. However, it 
was noted that after the last big bang enlargement 
less legislation was produced but there was an in-
creased need for flexibility. European Commission 
is becoming more presidential and more intergov-
ernmental while formal equality becomes close to 
a fiction. Enlargement has caused a greater push to-
ward non legislative methods in the European Com-
mission. There is the so called homeopathic effect 
which is visible in existing trends within the Com-
mission (more presidential, no longer reliant on tra-
ditional power of initiative, etc). Enlargement did 
not constitute a critical juncture for the EU institu-
tional framework but not quite business as usual ei-
ther. There have been shifts in the nature of the out-
puts (less legislation, more flexibility) and in nature 
of the process (more informal).  There was deeper 
integration in some parts, while new forms of in-
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The 2009 EP Elections

Brussels, March 19, 2009

In view of the upcoming European Parliament 
elections EU- CONSENT and TEPSA organized a 
workshop in Brussels (http://www.eu-consent.net/
content.asp?ContentId=1749) to discuss ways of 
enhancing democracy, legitimacy and institutional 
balance in the EU. In the second part of the workshop 
Tommaso Padoa-Schioppa (Notre Europe) presented 
and discussed with experts and  representatives from 
the European institutions, a Call on Political Parties, 
EU candidates and future MEPs “Give EU citizens 
a voice” (http://www.iai.it/pdf/Call/call_eng.
pdf ). The Call which is the outcome of the study 
Democracy in the EU and the role of the European 
Parliament  carried out by five think tanks (the IAI, 
Rome; CFS, Turin; IEP, Berlin; Notre Europe, Paris; 
The Federal Trust London) together with TEPSA 
and EU-CONSENT, is  being endorsed by prominent 
Europeans (http://www.iai.it/Call-signatories.asp).  

The aim of the initiative was not only to launch the 
proposal that European political parties name can-
didates for the post of President of the European 
Commission, but also to advocate that the European 
Parliament make full use of its powers, notably the 
budgetary ones. In this vein, the workshop analyzed 
whether and how closer interaction between the EP 
and the national Parliaments, the Council and the 
Commission can contribute to enhancing the EU 
legitimacy and effectiveness. In view of filling the 
gap between the expansion of the EU’s competen-
cies and the lack of adequate democratic control and 
participation, the meeting focused, in particular, on 
the bridging role that the European political par-
ties can play  between EU citizens and institutions. 

Recent publications: Democracy in the EU and the 
role of the European Parliament (http://www.iai.
it/sections_en/pubblicazioni/iai_quaderni/Indici/
quaderno_E_14.htm) 

21st century comitology: 
implementing committees in the 

enlarged european Union, 

edited by Thomas Christiansen, Johanna Miriam 
Oettel and Beatrice Vaccari

European Institute of Public Administration (EIPA)

21st Century Comitology brings together an 
international group of experts, from scientific 
scholars to policy makers, who provide an up-to-
date and comprehensive account of comitology 
today. The book looks at comitology - the system of 
committees working with the European Commission 
to implement EU legislation - from a range of 
different perspectives; examining the theoretical 
foundations, the past evolution, the current practice 
and the future challenges of the system. Individual 
chapters are devoted to recent developments in key 
sectors (such as financial services regulation or the 
authorisation of genetically modified organisms), 
whilst other authors address the respective roles of 
the European Parliament and the European Court 
of Justice in developing the rules of the system.

A major theme of the book is recent changes to 
comitology; with authors addressing the outcome 
of the 2006 legislative reform, the debates about 
comitology in the context of the current round of 
Treaty reform, and the impact that enlargement 
with the arrival of 12 new Member States has 
had on the system. With respect to comitology 
reform, the book also contains contributions from 
insiders providing accounts from the perspective 
of the Parliament, Council and Commission. 

reports from eu-consent events new publications
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new publications

for the Czechs to exert an influence will be during 
the G20 Summit in early April.

ISBN 978-951-769-219-9 
The publication can be downloaded:
http://www.upi-fiia.fi/en/publication/69

Assessing the Common Spaces 
between The European Union 

and  Russia 
 

edited by Krassimir Y. Nikolov
Bulgarian European Community Studies 

Association (BECSA) in cooperation with TEPSA

This English language 
volume (192 pages), analyses 
achievements and shortcomings 
in the implementation of the 
main concept of structuring 
EU-Russia relations, which 
comprises the common 
economic space, the common 
space of freedom, security and 
justice, the common space of 

external security and the common 
space of science, education and culture. In addition, 
it scrutinizes the effectiveness of EU financial 
assistance to Russia. On the basis of such evaluation, 
each author recommends practical policy steps to be 
made by Union institutions in the future in the light 
of ongoing negotiations on a new bilateral agreement 
between the EU and the Russian Federation
ISBN 978-954-9543-16-2.
The publication can be downloaded at:
 http://www.becsa.org

Czech Point:
A Mid-Term Evaluation of an On-
Going Small State Presidency 

by Tiia Lehtonen, 
The Finnish Institute of Foreign Affairs

Summary
The Czech EU Presidency has now reached its mid-
term. It can be reasonably argued that the change 
of Presidency came at a challenging time for 
both the EU and the Czech Republic itself. 
The initial priorities of the Czech Presidency, the 
‘three E‘s’, were ambitious to say the least, and the 
provisional results in implementing 
them are consequently modest at best. 

The internal dis-
order of the Czech 
administration has 
had a visible and 
rather negative 
impact on 
its competence to 
run a successful 
Presidency. The 
lack of a genuine 
consensus on 
various EU issues 
within the Czech 
political elite and 
the autonomy 
of President 

Klaus have resulted in problems in 
terms of satisfactorily driving forward the 
individual priorities and the Union as a whole. 
As calls for protectionism have increased in the light 
of the recession, it has become ever more difficult 
for the Czech Republic to take a leading position in 
the EU within the realm of the economic crisis and 
to find common grounds for all member states. 
The first European Council meeting under the 
Czech Presidency will be held on 19th and 20th  
March in Brussels. Another significant opportunity 
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Eastern European Studies IV  
Kelet-Európa Tanulmányok IV.  

A posztszovjet országok 
nemzetközi beilleszkedése: 

külkapcsolatok és energetika. 
 

[The International Integration of the Post-Soviet 
countries: External Relations and Energy issues]

new publications

university of potsdam
Partner no. 53

The University of Potsdam is conceived as a small 
university, the motto being: “Small, but excel-
lent.” At present, approximately 16,000 students 
study in the various faculties of the University of 
Potsdam, including about 1,300 foreign students 
from more than 85 countries.

History 
Although the University of Potsdam is less than 
two decades old, it looks back on a long tradition. 
Already in 1948, the School of Higher Education 
of the Land Brandenburg was founded in Pots-
dam. Out of this institution the Karl Liebknecht 
Pedagogical College developed later, the largest 
teacher training institution in Eastern Germany. 
After the social and political changes of 1989, the 
University of Potsdam was officially founded on 
July 15, 1991 in the united Germany. 

The newly founded University of Potsdam was de-
signed as a classical university with five faculties, 
the Faculties of Philosophy, Law, Economics and 
Social Sciences, Humanities as well as Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics. After 1991, they were 
linked to external research facilities, which were 
successors of pre-existing institutes or newly es-
tablished ones, all located in the area of Potsdam. 

The University was built in three complexes 
spread over the whole city and visibly varying in 
history and architecture. The so-called Communs 
at the New Palais are the home address and head-
quarters of a large number of institutes as well as 
of the university management and administration. 
The second site, located somewhat outside Pots-
dam in Golm, is home to the natural sciences and 
humanities. The two campuses in Babelsberg are 
used by the Faculty of Law, as well as the Faculty 

presenting partner institutes

OUT NOW!
Latest edition of the CFSP Fo-
rum, volume 7, issue 2, discusses the following 
topics:

External climate change policy     •	
Research Group: EU and democracy pro-•	
motion in the Middle East         
Lessons from Gaza: Why the EU must •	
change policy   
Justice and EU foreign policy in the •	
Middle East 
You	can	find	the	publication	on	the	

EU-CONSENT	website
www www.eu-consent.net.
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of Economics and Social Sciences.

Research 
Today the university prides itself of a large 
number of collaborative projects of the faculties 
with research facilities, for example the creation 
of joint institutes and joint professorial chairs. 
Research is conducted in Philosophy, Humani-
ties, Law, Economics and Social Sciences and 
the Natural Sciences.

With the establishment of supra-faculty, interdis-
ciplinary areas, the University of Potsdam places 
special emphasis on areas beyond the teaching 
and research activities of the individual institutes. 
These fields include the Geo-Sciences, Education-
al Science, the Potsdam Model of Teacher Train-
ing, the Cognitive Sciences, Complex Systems, 
Comparative Cultural Studies, Life Sciences, Soft 
Matter as well as Economics/Institutions and Ad-
ministration.

Proof of the quality of the research carried out 
at Potsdam University is the steadily increasing 
funding through industry and other third parties 
and the financing of two research groups and 
two graduate seminars by the German Research 
Society (DFG). These have been established in 
the fields of Linguistics, Psychology and Jewish 
Studies. The achievements in these fields is indi-
cated by the admission of the university into the 
German Research Society (DFG) in the summer 
of 1998. Moreover, the university is responsible 
for further academic education, for example in the 
area of in-service teacher training and additional 
qualification courses.

The Faculty of Economics and Social Science 
The Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences 
was founded in 1991 in Potsdam Babelsberg, a 
historical place near the West Berlin border. To-
day, it encompasses 32 professorships in Business 
Administration and Economics, Political and Ad-

ministrative Sciences and Sociology. Over 3,500 stu-
dents attend courses and engage in university life. In 
the last years, thirteen new bachelor and master study 
programmes have been successfully introduced.

EU-CONSENT Network research

At the Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences of 
the University of Potsdam, Prof. Klaus H. Goetz is 
engaged in the EU-CONSENT Network. He leads a 
Team on “The Temporality of Europeanization and 
enlargement” within Work Package II/III on Theo-
ries and Approaches. Goetz’s research concerns with 
the temporal aspects of the EU political system, ap-
proaching theoretical as well as empirical questions. 
Conceptually, the knowledge on ‘time’ in politics is 
further elaborated by a mapping of the institutional 
timescape of the three core institutions of the Euro-
pean Union and by illustrating the interdependence of 
“time” and power in this context. A further step would 
be to approach the impact of the EU Eigenzeit on na-
tional political time, where temporal cycles increas-
ingly have to adapt to EU obligations and opportuni-
ties in the political process. 

During the project lifetime, Team 26 arranged several 
meetings to present and discuss its research results, 
including a panel on “Time and Institutions” at ECPR 
Fourth Pan-European Conference on EU Politics in 
September 2008 in Riga and a workshop on “Political 
Science and Political Time” in April 2009 at the Uni-
versity of Potsdam. Moreover, results were published 
in a special issue of the Journal of European Public 
Policy on “The EU Timescape” in January 2009.

Members of Team 26

Prof. Klaus H. Goetz is leader of 
Team 26 in Work Package II/III on 
Theories and Approaches. Since 2007, 
he holds the Chair of German and Eu-
ropean Government and Politics at the 
University of Potsdam. His research 
covers EU enlargement, the Europe-



eu-consent newsletter
No 3:2009 march

13

anisation of politics and government, the tempo-
rality of governance and executive law-making. 
Among other appointments, Goetz was Reader 
at the London School of Economics (LSE) and 
Visiting Professor at Humboldt-University Ber-
lin, the Institute of Advanced Studies, Vienna, 
and the University of Tokyo.

Dipl. Pol. Katja Lass-Len-
necke is research fellow and 
PhD candidate. After she 
worked as Junior Consultant 
on European Union politics 
and Foreign Affairs in the Ger-
man Parliament 2005-2007, 
she supports Team 26 of Klaus 

H. Goetz in the EU-CONSENT Network since 
2007. Her current research focuses on the tempo-
rality of Eastern Enlargement of the EU and its 
impact on institutional reform. She has recently 
published in the Journal of European Public Pol-
icy.

Centro Interdipartimentale 
Ricerche sul Diritto delle 

Comunità Europee C.I.R.D.C.E.

Partner no. 50

The Interdepartmental centre for research 
in European Communities Law has been 
active, within the University of Bologna, 
since 1991. Its aim is to develop and spread 
knowledge relating to European Law.

In order to achieve its objectives the C.I.R.D.C.E. 
promotes research (which may be undertaken in 
collaboration with other Italian/foreign univer-
sities), carries out Post Lauream specialization 
(along with professional formation and revision), 
and acts as a consultant for numerous public and 
private entities.

presenting partner institutes

The centre incorporates a number of professionals 
from the University of Bologna but also boasts nu-
merous academics and experts from community in-
stitutions and other Italian/foreign universities

In collaboration with Fondazione Lelio e Lisli Bas-
so–Issoco and MEDEL network, it promotes the ob-
servatory on the protection of fundamental rights in 
Europe: www.europeanrights.eu.

Twinned Institutions  

• Department of Jurisprudence “A. Cicu”, 
Faculty of Law – University of Bologna; 
• Department for Politics, Institutions and History, 
Faculty of Political Science – University of Bologna; 
• Department for the study of Political systems and 
their Organisation, Faculty of Political Science – 
University of Bologna

Primary Activities

• Specialization course in European Community Law 
which, since academic year 2001/2002, has been 
incorporated in the LLM for International Jurists; 
• Collaboration with other post Lauream 
courses provided by the University of Bolo-
gna (Master in International Relations; Mas-
ter in Fundamental Rights; Master in Interna-
tional Relations held at the Buenos Aires site); 
• Conventions with Public authorities (Re-
gional Council, “Comune di Bologna”, Aster); 
• Sending of stagiaires to work in public/private un-
dertakings;

• Organisation of conventions and seminars; 
• International Research Projects 
-Jean Monnet 
-Projects coordinated with Foreign Universities 
(Italian/French PHD) 
- Projects financed by the EC 
 
• Bertinoro Summer School in cooperation with 
Université “Robert Schuman”, Strasbourg, King’s 
College, London.
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Areas of Interest

All European Union Law, with particular focus 
being placed upon: 
• The Community Institutions and Institutional 
Themes 
• The Internal Market 
• EU External Relations 
• Fundamental Rights in Europe 
• Freedom Security and Justice Area

Prof. Lucia Serena Rossi is Director and Full 
Professor of International Law and of European 
Law at the Law Faculty of the University of Bo-

logna; main courses 
taught in the University 
of Bologna in the aca-
demic year 2005-2006: 
European Law and Ad-
vanced European Law.

Professor Rossi has 
also been visiting Pro-

fessor at King’s College University of London 
(2005-2008); Jean Monnet Chair of European Law 
University of Bologna (since 2004); Full Profes-
sor of International Law and European Law at the 
Law Faculty of the University of Bologna and Co-
ordinator of a Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence 
(since 2000); Coordinator of the Ph.D. Programme 
of European Law, Universities of Bologna, Pado-
va, Ferrara, Modena, Parma (since 2002); Direc-
tor (now President) of Interdepartmental Reserch 
Centre on European Law of the University of Bo-
logna - C.I.R.D.C.E. (since 1998); Member of the 
Editorial Advisory Board of Il’ Diritto dell’Unione 
europea (since 1996); Member of the Editorial 
Advisory Board of Diritto comunitario e degli 
Scambi internazionali (since 1988); registered at 
the Bar of Bologna (since 1985).

Giacomo Di Federico holds an MA in EU Law 
from the University Paris I - Panthéon - Sorbonne, 
and a Phd in EC Law from the University of Bo-
logna where he is a researcher and lecturer. He 
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is a member of C.I.R.D.C.E. 
(Interdepartmental Centre for 
Research on European Commu-
nities Law - Director Professor 
Lucia Serena Rossi) and is on 
the Editorial Staff of the CEEUN 
(Central and Eastern European 
University Network) Transition 
Studies Review (Springer, Wien, 
New York). His main fields of 

interest are EC administrative law, competition law 
and fundamental rights. Dr. Di Federico is author 
of various articles, published in national and inter-
national law reviews. He is currently finishing a 
monographic work on EC Antitrust procedure with 
a particular focus on the efficiency of the new en-
forcement system and the rights of defence granted 
to undertakings suspected to have infringed Arti-
cles 81 and 82 of the Treaty. During the following 
year Dr. Di Federico will, as a member of CIRDCE, 
participate in a number of research projects dealing 
with the Constitutional treaty and the Space of Lib-
erty, Security and Justice.
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news from partner institutes

Balance of the eu membership 
in the visegrád countries: 
results and expectations

Joint international conference 
Budapest, February 5-6 , 2009

The conference aimed at elaboration a balance 
of five years EU-membership of the Visegrád  
countries and to reflect about the function 
and role of the Visegrád cooperation in the 
European framework. In the last years, each 
of the four countries seems to have followed 
its own development strategy and follow 
more  its individual interests - efforts must 
be made to promote the notion of regional 
cooperation and common thinking, also about 
strategic issues of the enlarged European Union.

The conference was designed in an  
inter disciplinary framework, trying to find  
answers about basic issues of the Visegrad-
cooperation. Does it have a future, does 
it work, does it serve the interests of the 
participating countries, are the common features 
stronger than the differences? The scientific 
approach should help to elaborate policy 
recommendations to the decision-makers.

For more information  please contact Éva Nagy 
(nagyeva@vki.hu) 

symposium on energy: 
developments on greek and 
european level 

Athens , 16 March 2009
 

On 16 March 2009 a Symposium organised by 
EKEME Greek Centre of European Studies and 
Research on “Energy:  Developments at Greek and  
European level” was successfully held in 
Eugenides Foundation, Athens. 
The Minister of Development K. Chatzidakis, MP 
and former Commissioner A. Diamantopoulou 
and the Chairman of the Committee of 
Environment of the Greek Parliament K. 
Mitsotakis addressed the Symposium. The 
speakers came from all fields involved 
(i.e. Community and National Administration, 
agencies and companies of the energy sector and 
academics-researchers).  
The topic was examined in three thematic units: 
1. Structure and regulation of the energy market 
in Europe, 2. Primary factors of national strategy 
and 3. Facing the Future: Energy sufficiency and 
environmental protection. N. Frangakis, President 
of EKEME, summarising the Symposium’s 
proceedings, expressed the central idea that 
penetrated all the speeches and discussions, 
pointing out that in 
order to avoid a rapid climate’s catastrophy as 
well as the depletion of energy supplies, consensus 
on planning and coordinated worldwide action is 
needed to be taken as soon as possible, before it 
is too late. The interventions of the speakers and 
the debates will be available on the web page of 
EKEME (www.ekeme.gr) and will be available in 
volume form from Ant. N. Sakkoulas Publications. 
 


